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Highway 132 over Grand Cascapedia River to
remain closed for weeks, maybe months
Gilles Gagné

NEW RICHMOND: – The
Gaspé Peninsula was affected
by floods to a certain extent,
but nothing comparable to the
west part of Quebec. Physically, the most conspicuous
effect of the high water level
was the closure of Highway
132 bridge spanning over the
Grand Cascapedia River.
That closure was ordered
on the morning of May 8 after
an inspection carried out by an
employee of Transports
Québec. While making a routine inspection of the bridge
an odd curve in the side rail
guard was found, a sign that
something is wrong underneath. The zero tolerance rule
is applied when such a phenomenon is detected and the
bridge was closed immediately.
Another look at the
bridge’s 12 pillars revealed
that one was undermined by
Cont'd on page 13
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The bridge spanning over the Grand Cascapedia River was closed the morning of May 8 after an inspection by a Transport
Quebec employee.
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Guide House at Englehart's on the Grand Cascapedia River.

Aerial view of the 132 in New Richmond.
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It is time to move
in the railway file

The May 5, $100 million announcement for the
betterment of the Matapedia-Gaspé railway made by
Quebec’s Premier Philippe Couillard is proof that
common sense, when it is explained with conviction,
and even stubbornness sometimes, can be valuable.
The whole file made sense economically, because about 1,000 jobs are at stake, and social
sense, because the Gaspé Peninsula population is
deprived of a fair passenger train service, considering exorbitant plane fares and uncertain future for the
bus link.
Despite the reassuring words of Premier Couillard, a lot of work remains to be done before we see
the resumption of a full freight and passenger service
on the Gaspé Peninsula line.
Premier Couillard, by extension, is in part responsible for the bad situation because of the incompetent Ministers of Transport he appointed since the
election of the current government in April 2014.
We basically lost three years of repair work, of potential economic growth and of transport efficiency
during that stretch.
When former Transport Minister Robert Poëti put
the Caplan to Percé line in a dormant state in March
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The outdoor classroom
Where nature nurtures

It is a struggle to work in front of a computer at a
desk this time of year. After months of longing for
warmer days and brighter skies, those days are finally
upon us. In the ranges of New Richmond, my open
window lends itself to a cacophony of bird songs and
to the sights and smells of an earth in renewal. My
brain, foggy from the winter months, longs to be outside and the kid in me wants to play in the dirt.
This feeling is not new to me. When I was
younger, there was no worse punishment than having
to stay in a classroom that became increasingly and
unbearably hotter as we inched towards the final days
of the school year. I will remember forever James
Eames, a teacher from my high school, who regularly
brought us outside for classes during those final
weeks of school, likely because just like us, he too felt
the need for grass under his feet.
It is incredible really that when we consider all the
development and progress of the last 100 years that
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2015, and added the same status to the PercéGaspé stretch six months later, he heavily jeopardized the economic future of the Gaspé Peninsula.
A highly incompetent Transport Minister, Mr. Poëti,
who was also minister responsible for the Montreal
area, didn’t believe in the future of the line in the first
place. In order to save the appearances, he declared
that his department would fix the railway when the
number of customers would make it worth the hassle.
He also suggested many mayors of the eastern section of the line have considered turning the line into a
cycling path, a highly irresponsible idea.
During his 21-month reign at Transport Quebec,
Robert Poëti tried to demonstrate how costly repairing the Gaspé Peninsula railway would be. His successor, another highly incompetent Transport
Minister, in fact a man who should never have become a statesman, Jacques Daoust, acted as if he
wanted to beat Mr. Poëti’s ineptitude.
The best example of his bad faith occurred in
March 2016, when he said in a parliamentary commission that repairing the Gaspé-Percé stretch of line
would cost $32 million, data that didn’t appear in any
study taking into account the line’s needs.
Those ministers were that inefficient in part because they were informed by irresponsible Transports Québec civil servants. They are not all
irresponsible, but it doesn’t take many to stop the
system, or slow it down. That is what happened with
more emphasis since the property of the line was
transferred to that ministry in May 2015.
Unfortunately, a certain number of those civil servants didn’t want the increased responsibilities coming with 325 kilometres of tracks. In addition to that

the classroom setting remains relatively the same.
Rip Van Winkle could have fallen asleep in a classroom 100 years ago and would awake today and still
certainly understand that he was in a classroom. The
tradition of a teacher standing in front of a group of
students using means and measures that are supposed to apply equally to all students does not seem
very inspired.
Adjusting learning environments to better suit the
needs of students is a constant consideration in the
education system. Teachers modify seating arrangements, classroom settings, tools and resource equipment in an attempt to better reach their students. But
what if the setting of the classroom itself was
changed? What if the bricks and mortar of the classroom became the expanse of the great outdoors?
Don Barclay of Gaspé Polyvalent’s Community
Learning Centre recently told me about a global initiative called Outdoor Classroom Day. Planned for
May 18th, interested teachers can register their classrooms and join over 500,000 students who participate
in this initiative worldwide. The idea is to change the
learning environment by bringing students outdoors
to teach them about their physical surroundings by
using science and biology, to encourage physical activity or to simply teach students traditional subjects in
a setting that allows them to enjoy the grass under
their feet.
It is already well established that kids spend less
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factor, they probably didn’t believe in the viability and
usefulness of the line. Chances are that they didn’t
care in the first place too.
They are the people who fed Philippe Couillard
with the information he announced on May 5. The
lack of time frame is greatly attributable to the “experts” of Quebec’s Department of Transport. They
have been saying for two years that the line was not
worth repairing east of Caplan. It would have been
difficult to tell the premier that after all, they were
wrong all that time. Mr. Couillard himself could hardly
admit that the government had been misled for years
by a ministry already involved in so many controversies.
However, it is a testimony to Transport Québec’s
inefficiency that the Gaspé Peninsula railway file was
recuperated and dealt with by the premier’s office.
Truth be told, if there is some good faith shown by
the civil servants and the politicians, there is a formidable window of opportunity stemming from the premier’s announcement.
It unfortunate that the line is currently closed east
of Caplan, but at the same time, it is an opportunity.
If the money is really available, why not start repair
work as soon as possible between Caplan and
Gaspé?
There is work to do on only four bridges, one in
Caplan, one in Saint-Siméon and two in Port Daniel,
and we are not talking about rebuilding, in order to
reach McInnis Cement in Port Daniel.
It is a bit more complicated east of Port Daniel,
not because of the complexity of the jobs, but because of the number. So why not start now, while
working crews are not disturbed by passing trains?

and less time outdoors and more and more time
plugged in - a factor that according to some research
contributes directly to childhood obesity, social isolation and can also aggravate existing conditions such
as autism and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.
By bringing children outside of the classroom we encourage different types of learning. Not only can
these approaches help teachers reach students that
do not thrive in a conventional setting but it may also
help students recognize new learning methods that
work for them.
Indigenous communities throughout Quebec and
Canada have recognized the importance of land based learning and are integrating methods and approaches as a regular part of their curriculum. Native
students are given the opportunity to learn traditional
teachings in an outdoor environment which then allows those students to understand and value their history and also foster a connection to the land that for
generations supported the needs of their people.
All Gaspesian students would be well served with
the regular integration of the outdoor classroom in
their quotidian. Can math not be used to calculate the
surface area of our forests? Could geography not
focus on the region’s Appalachian mountains or the
bedrock of the Canadian Shield? Could science
classes not focus on the ecosystems rivers or on the
cleanliness of our shorelines? Would a hike up a
mountain or learning to fly fish be a valid gym class?
The answer to all those questions is yes. The longterm benefit is having students form a meaningful relationship with their surroundings and their
environment.
Outdoor learning can be powerful. Other than the
obvious benefits that come from being outdoors, it is
recognized that an outdoor classroom helps learners
develop versatility and confidence. In addition, team
work exercises are proven to develop trust and feelings of connection – tools which help with all personal
relationships.
There will always be a need for a conventional
classroom setting, but if we want to transform the
quality of learning for the betterment of our sons and
daughters, it might be time to think outside the box,
and step outside.
If you or anyone you know might be interested registering for Outdoor Classroom Day, go to
outdoorclassroomday.com.

