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Highway 132 over Grand Cascapedia River to
remain closed for weeks, maybe months
Gilles Gagné

NEW RICHMOND: – The
Gaspé Peninsula was affected
by floods to a certain extent,
but nothing comparable to the
west part of Quebec. Physically, the most conspicuous
effect of the high water level
was the closure of Highway
132 bridge spanning over the
Grand Cascapedia River.
That closure was ordered
on the morning of May 8 after
an inspection carried out by an
employee of Transports
Québec. While making a routine inspection of the bridge
an odd curve in the side rail
guard was found, a sign that
something is wrong underneath. The zero tolerance rule
is applied when such a phenomenon is detected and the
bridge was closed immediately.
Another look at the
bridge’s 12 pillars revealed
that one was undermined by
Cont'd on page 13
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The bridge spanning over the Grand Cascapedia River was closed the morning of May 8 after an inspection by a Transport
Quebec employee.
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Guide House at Englehart's on the Grand Cascapedia River.

Aerial view of the 132 in New Richmond.

Photo: Pierre Olivier Bujold

Reflections
by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Hanging Out

Photo: G. Gagné

Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard, right, flanked here by regional minister, Sébastien Proulx,
remained vague about the return of a passenger train to the Gaspé Peninsula, suggesting that his
level of government is not in charge of VIA Rail.

Quebec government earmarks
$100 million for the railway
Gilles Gagné

NEW CARLISLE: – Quebec’s Premier, Philippe Couillard, announced on May 5
that the Matapedia to Gaspé
line will be upgraded over the
next years at a cost he judges
to be at least $100 million.
However, he was not in a position to determine a time
frame for the realization of the
work, because some studies
remain to be completed.
Mr. Couillard also indicated that the reflection of the
railway is now registered in
Quebec’s major infrastructure
projects, 2017-2027, along
with the Turcot Interchange
and the province’s large hospitals in order to secure its
funding.
“I can say that it is $100
million, not $100 million that
others will be able to take
some parts away from (…) I
don’t believe we will be able
to get to Gaspé with $100 million,” added Mr. Couillard.
He justified the decision to
repair the line all the way to
Gaspé by the economic
strength of the file.
“We have evidence of new
economic activity in the
Gaspé Peninsula,” he said before looking at Alexandre
Boulay, the director general of
the LM Windpower Plant in
Gaspé, and adding that “people were impressed to see the
company’s publicity during
the Christmas break saying
that there are jobs available in
the Gaspé Peninsula.”
The Matapedia-Gaspé railway was acquired by Quebec’s Department of Transport

two years ago. It was announced in March 2015 and it
was concluded on May 15th
of the same year. It was
known back then that the line,
mainly its bridges, needed repairs. Instead of opting for the
repairs,the ministry decided
that almost two-thirds of the
line be put in a dormant state,
from Caplan to Gaspé.
Since the summer of 2016
though, the transport requests,
stemming from that dormant
section, have been numerous,
thus forcing the Gaspésie
Railway Society, the operator
of the line, to accommodate
two clients, windmill blade
manufacturer LM Windpower
and McInnis Cement, to organize temporary solutions
because they cannot load their
production at or near their
plants of Gaspé and Port
Daniel, respectively.
LM must haul its blades by
truck between Gaspé and New
Richmond, and transfer them
into railcars for the final delivery to the United States.
McInnis Cement will do the
same with a part of its output
as soon as the Port Daniel
plant will begin its production.
The freight traffic between
Caplan
and
Matapedia
climbed from 1,624 to 1,741
carloads between 2015 and
2016, and will reach at least
3,000 carloads in 2017. Transport requests from potential
customers could propel that
number to 10,000 carloads in
2020 if the railway service is
brought back to Gaspé.
The time it will take to upgrade the whole line and resume operations still represent

the biggest unknown, despite
the reassuring tone Premier
Couillard adopted during the
announcement.
He explained that the line
is divided in three sections,
Matapedia-Caplan, CaplanPort Daniel and Port DanielGaspé, and each section is
characterized by a specific status.
Hence, the Matapedia-Caplan section is a “business
case” the last step before final
upgrading work is carried out.
The Caplan-Port Daniel
stretch is classified as an “opportunity file deserving quick
and priority realization” while
the Port Daniel-Gaspé is “put
under study regarding its
(business) opportunities.”
Philippe Couillard insisted,
just like Transports Québec
civil servants had done prior
to him, that 28 structures of
three metres and more, located
along the Gaspé Peninsula
line, require “essential work.”
Sixteen of those structures are
located between Port Daniel
and Gaspé.
The premier was asked by
SPEC if realization delays
could lead potential shippers
to opt for other transportation
modes, thus ruling out the railway and making the Port
Daniel-Gaspé stretch stuck
with a “case under study status” instead of becoming a
“business case”.
“It won’t happen because
we will be able to provide a
foreseeable time frame to investors (or plant operators),”
replied the premier.
Cont'd on page 13

It is a warm breezy day and that means perfect conditions
for hanging out your washing. When I was little I loved to
help my grandmother with the laundry. I especially liked
pulling the clothes from the wringer though she would never
allow me to feed the wet clothes into the roller. Too risky! I
would place them into the large galvanized tub sitting on the
floor of the porch. Then I would hand her the clothespins
as she hung the clothes on the line. I probably was not as
useful as I imagined but my happy, loving grandmother never
minded that one bit.
When you live in the city you rarely have the luxury of
having a clothesline and some municipalities do not allow
them. Why? Some councillors feel they look ‘tacky.’ Forgive
us if we disagree, dear councillors. Are these government
types aware of the cost of hydro? A line of freshly washed
laundry blowing in the wind is a beautiful thing to behold.
It is colourful and unique. No two lines are alike.
Every person has their own style of ‘hanging out.’ Most
people hang out the big things first. This is to allow for the
length of sheets, blankets or quilts. Next come towels. Then
pants, shirts and t-shirts. Then socks and other assorted
smaller items. There is some differing of opinion when it
comes to ‘unmentionables.’ Undergarments. Some people
dry those inside, discreet and unobserved by the neighbours.
Others put those undies on the line and allow them to flap
freely in the breezes of the Gaspé. But be prepared, for those
neighbours will know whether you wear black, white or
colours, briefs or boxers, high-cut or comfy. It takes confidence to hang those items on the line.
Early morning is the very best time to hang out the laundry. Then you can bring it in by dinnertime. An important
note for people from Away. Dinner is at noon. Supper is at
five. Never use these two words interchangeably on the
Gaspé. It can cause great confusion.
Never, ever leave your laundry out all night. People may
think you are a poor housekeeper who cares not at all for
your laundry. Never hang out something that is tattered or
torn. It invites criticism. This is a matter of pride. It is okay
to hang out laundry in the winter and take it into the house
dried but frozen. In fact, it is fun to do because the jeans can
stand up by themselves.
The smell of the laundry off the line is wonderful. Yes, it
smells clean. But more than that. It smells like outdoors and
salt water and nature and fresh air. It is perfectly acceptable
to smell your laundry. Don’t hold back. Close your eyes and
breathe it in. I recently bought a candle and the scent is called
Fresh Laundry. It doesn’t measure up, I am sorry to report.
Now, let’s discuss clothespins. Plastic or wooden? If you
love tradition, then it’s got to be wooden. Besides, I believe
that they last longer and are more environmentally friendly.
The Earth has more plastic on it than it should. What do
you store your clothespins in? Something new and plastic
from Dollarama or something recycled like an empty coffee
can? You might be lucky and have the container that belonged to your mother or grandmother.
Anyway, Gaspesians take great pride in our clotheslines
and the beautiful
laundry
blowing in the
breezes. Have
a great week of
seeing
the
beauty in our
Gaspé and in
ordinary, everyday things.
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The management of LM
Windpower has repeatedly
said over the last months that
rail service is needed in Gaspé
as soon as possible and before
the next three years.
Asked if a return to Gaspé
is possible in 2020 or before,
Josée Hallée, who manages
the railway division of Transports Québec, replied that east
of Port Daniel, “the stakes are
major.” She meant that it will
be very difficult. She made
that statement during a debriefing period reserved for
the regional media, 90 minutes before the announcement
made by Premier Couillard.
However, Marie Deschamps, the press secretary
of regional minister Sébastien
Proulx, replied to the same
question, while sitting alongside Ms. Hallée, that “it doesn’t mean that we can’t” (reach
Gaspé in less than three
years).
Premier Couillard remained vague about the possible return of a passenger
train in the Gaspé Peninsula
and when it would happen. He
justified his vague answer by
pointing out that “it takes an
operator”, without mentioning
Via Rail, a corporation owned
by the federal government,
over which he has no control.
“It is up to the operators to
raise their hand. It (the return
of the passenger train) will not
add major works”, he specified.

FLOODING:
Cont'd from cover

the exceptionally strong current of the Grand Cascapedia
River, inflated by the heavy
rain and snow melting of the
previous days.
According to a Transports
Québec unidentified source, it
will take weeks before traffic
is restored on that highway
132 bridge, as working crews
must first wait for the water
level to decrease, then inspect
the problematic pile and deter-

mine a refection operation.
Traffic is deviated towards
road 299, then towards the
Gérard-D.-Levesque bridges
in Cascapedia-St. Jules and
MacKay road towards Gesgapegiag. It represents a 12kilometre detour.
All around the Gaspé
Peninsula, about 100 houses
were evacuated on May 7 and
8, including 20 in the SaintEdgar part of New Richmond.
In Sainte-Anne-des-Monts,
on the north side, tragedy
struck on the afternoon of May

Student Employment Opportunity
Canada Summer Jobs
The Gaspé Spec newspaper is looking to hire a self‐driven,
results‐oriented and ambitious person to Bill the position of Summer Entertainment Columnist.
JOB OVERVIEW
The role of the Summer Entertainment Columnist is to write a
weekly entertainment column. With an emphasis on capturing
t unique atmosphere found on the Gaspé during the summer,
the
the columnist will be responsible for executing all steps involved
in forming a column.
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACCOUNTABILITIES
• Research, write, edit and layout a minimum of one column
per week.
• Promote the column.
• Ensure the column is original, interesting and targeted at
Spec readers.
• Ensure a good working relationship between Spec and local
organizations/municipalities.
• Represent Spec at local events and activities.
• Report any sales opportunities to the Sales Manager.
• Contribute to the database of photos for the 2018 Tourist
Guide.
• Proactively communicate with your team and management.
• Other ad hoc duties as required.
• Comply with Spec’s standards and policies.
To achieve these objectives and fulBil your job role, you need to
have an aptitude in the following core competencies:

PERFORMANCE FOCUS
• Be organized, able to develop a timeline, follow it and meet
deadlines.
• Deliver information accurately with a focus on presentation.
• Work well with your team, sharing information and leads.
• Able to follow an
an expected
expected target
target and
and results
results approach.
approach.
KEY SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE
• Have an aptitude for writing.
• Have a positive attitude, enjoy trivia and current affairs.
• Work well with others.
• Strong English grammar skills.
• Effective communication skills and conBident telephone
manner.
• Must be able to respect deadlines.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• Must be between 15 and 30 years of age, registered as a
full‐time student during the past school year and be
registered to return on a full‐time basis during the next
academic year.
• Must have excellent written English
• Bilingualism is an asset
• Be knowledgeable about happenings on the Gaspé
• Must be able to occasionally work evenings or weekends
• Must have a driver’s licence and access to a vehicle.
LOCATION: 128 Gerard D. Levesque, New Carlisle

DURATION: 8 weeks (start and end dates are Blexible)
SALARY: $11.25/hour, 35 hours/week.

Please send your resume to: specs@globetrotter.net or 128 Ger‐
P
ard D. Levesque, New Carlisle, QC, G0C 1Z0. Please indicate the
of the job for which you are applying. Application deadtitle of the job for which you are applying. Application deadl
line is May 22, 4 p.m.
*Call 418-752-5400 for further inquiries.

7th when a man in his thirties
and a two year-old boy were
swept away by the current of
the Sainte-Anne River, shortly
after seeking refuge on the top
of the man’s vehicle. A search
and rescue team was still trying to find them 24 hours later.
The woman accompanying
them was able to save her life
by grabbing branches on the
side of the river. She was rescued seconds shortly after by
witnesses of the tragedy. The
accident took place as the couple and the baby were appar-

ently going to help a friend
stuck in a forestry road. The
vehicle was stuck in the water
before it was carried by the
current.
In the Grand River area, the
water supply was cut on the afternoon of May 7, forcing
major reductions in activities
in the area’s important seafood
processing plants, Poisson salé
Gaspésien, Lelièvre, Lelièvre
et Lemoignan and E. Gagnon
et Fils. That third plant is located in Sainte-Thérèse-deGaspé.

Student Employment Opportunity
Canada Summer Jobs
The Gaspé Spec newspaper is looking to hire a self‐driven,
results‐oriented and ambitious person to Bill the position of “Local
Travel” Columnist.
JOB OVERVIEW
The role of the “Local Travel” Columnist is to write a weekly col‐
umn as if experiencing a certain Gaspeisan town for a day. With
With
an
a emphasis on capturing the atmosphere of those towns, the
columnist will be responsible for executing all steps involved in
forming a column.
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACCOUNTABILITIES
• Research, write, edit and layout a minimum of one column
per week.
• Promote the column.
• Ensure the column is original, interesting and targeted at
Spec readers.
• Ensure a good working relationship between Spec and local
organizations/municipalities.
• Represent Spec at local events and activities.
• Report any sales opportunities to the Sales Manager.
• Contribute to the database of photos for the 2018 Tourist
Guide.
• Proactively communicate with your team and management.
• Other ad hoc duties as required.
• Comply with Spec’s standards and policies.
To achieve these objectives and fulBil your job role, you need to
have an aptitude in the following core competencies:

PERFORMANCE FOCUS
• Be organized, able to develop a timeline, follow it and meet
deadlines.
• Deliver information accurately with a focus on presentation.
• Work well with your team, sharing information and leads.
• Able to follow an expected target and results approach.
KEY SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE
• Have an aptitude for writing.
• Have a positive attitude, interest in the tourism industry
and a good knowledge of the geography of the Gaspé.
• Work well with others.
• Strong English grammar skills.
• Effective communication skills and conBident telephone
manner.
• Must be able to respect deadlines.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• Must be between 15 and 30 years of age, registered as a
full‐time student during the past school year and be
registered to return on a full‐time basis during the next
academic year.
• Must have excellent written English
• Bilingualism is an asset
• Be knowledgeable about Gaspesian tourist attractions
• Must be able to occasionally work evenings or weekends
• Must have a driver’s licence and access to a vehicle.
LOCATION: 128 Gerard D. Levesque, New Carlisle

DURATION: 8 weeks (start and end dates are Blexible)
SALARY: $11.25/hour, 35 hours/week.

Please send your resume to: specs@globetrotter.net or 128 Gerard
D. Levesque, New Carlisle, QC, G0C 1Z0. Please indicate the title
P
of the job for which you are applying. Application deadline is
Application deadline is
May 22, 4 p.m.
M
*Call 418-752-5400 for further inquiries.
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