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Shortage of labour slows down
Saint-Elzéar sawmill operations
Gilles Gagné
SAINT-ELZÉAR: – SaintElzéar’s Association coopérative forestière gets enough
wood annually to operate on
two shifts most of the year.
However, a shortage of workers is currently preventing the
company from doing so, and
that comes with a cost, as the
profits could be considerably
higher than they are now.
“The demand for lumber
is good and the prices are
good but we cannot benefit
100% from that because we
have a shortage of labour. We
have enough wood for two
shifts at the present time but
we can only find enough
workers for one. We need between 10 and 15 additional
workers to put together that
second shift. About 20 and 22
workers are required for a
second shift but we can’t
reach that number. We are
talking about jobs that are far
better paid than the minimum
wage. We pay between $18
and $24 an hour. It is a cooperative. The workers are also
part owners of the company.
A ristourne (share of profits)
comes with that and we are
profitable,” explains the coop
director general, Mario
Pouliot.
The Saint-Elzéar sawmill
has a public land supply of
109,000 cubic metres and an
agreement with the Gaspé
Peninsula Wood Producers
Syndicate for the delivery of
40,000 to 50,000 cubic metres of logs from private
woodlots. Another agreement

with forestry groups brings in
55,000 cubic metres of logs
after commercial thinning
operations on various forest
areas. Year in, year out, the
cooperative participates in
auctions related to public
land wood volumes and gets
between 30,000 and 40,000
cubic metres from that
process as well.
“Our limited processing
capacity forces us to slow
down that wood acquisition
process,” points out Mario
Pouliot, a Beauce native who
has 37 years of experience in
the forestry industry, with
big and small companies.

buyers want our wood. There
is a shortage down there. Tariffs increase the price for
everybody and American
wood buyers don’t want
that”, analyzes Mr. Pouliot.
In the 1990s, the SaintElzéar sawmill used New
Richmond as its departure

point for some lumber sold to
various destinations. Rail
presents a big advantage over
long distances, notably
American markets. Trucks
are often used for shorter deliveries. New Richmond is
expected to be the departure
point of the Saint-Elzéar lum-

ber. New Carlisle would be
the optimal departure point
for rail cars in this case, but
the line is currently closed
east of Caplan, a decision
made by the Quebec government.
(More on the Saint-Elzéar
sawmill on page 6)

Moose on the loose,
not camera shy

Railway to be
used in 2018
For several years now, the
Association
cooperative
forestière
Saint-Elzéar’s
management has been talking
about using the railway to
ship lumber to its customers.
“It is something that will
happen in 2018. In fact, it
would have happened in
2017 without the tariff imposed on lumber by the
American authorities. It
stopped our shipments to the
United States because we are
penalized now if we export
there. We are now sending
wood to the rest of Canada
and the distance is shorter but
we will send some lumber by
rail at one point. Besides,
Canada will likely be successful with the trade agreement. I have developed a
solid network of contacts in
the United States and most

Penny MacWhirter
Hope Town: - Over the past few months, a moose
roaming the fields and marsh in Hope Town has
become quite popular with amateur photographers.
It is not unusual to occasionally spot a moose in the
area, but this moose is making daily visits and is
becoming a regular attraction of those passing by.
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Paspebiac municipal council
suspends director general with pay

Geneviève Gélinas
GASPÉ: – Underground water was not contaminated close to
the Haldimand No. 4 drilling, located 350 meters from houses,
in Gaspé. That conclusion was reached following two analyses
commissioned by Pétrolia and obtained under the Access to information act. The water from three observation wells was sampled in November 2016 and September 2017. The rates of
methane, petroleum hydrocarbons, benzene and chlorides,
among others, complied with the Quebec standards for water
not intended for drinking, but which will show up in bodies of
water. The Quebec water taking and protection regulation requires companies to sample and analyze underground water
once a year in their drillings’ surroundings. Pétrolia had neglected to do it in 2015 and received a non-compliance notice
from the Quebec Environment Ministry.

Gilles Gagné
PASPEBIAC: – Paul Langlois, who has been director
general of the Town of Paspebiac for about a decade, was
suspended with pay following
the regular monthly meeting
on January 15. The motion to
suspend him was adopted
unanimously but the reasons,
“for some of his actions in certain files,” remain relatively
vague.
The motion stipulates that
the town council was apprehensive about the way the
municipality was administered, mainly regarding “the
decisions made by the director
general in many files.”
The municipal council
only issued only a press release on January 19, four days
after the public meeting. The
interview requests were ignored to that point and were
ignored after. The press release mentioned that the
mayor and council members
would only comment on the
situation “once a permanent
decision was made,” regarding the status of Paul Langlois.
The Town of Paspebiac is
now being led by mayor Regent Bastien, who returned
after a hiatus of several terms.

Cont'd on page 7
custom order. A family member of a friend who was in the
area over the Thanksgiving
weekend called Caitlin to see
if he could come over and see
some of her paddles. He and
his father dropped in and on
the spot commissioned an entire set of paddles, one of
every size that Caitlin makes,
to be installed in the new part
of the Bowen Island Pub, located in Snug Cove of Bowen
Island, British Columbia, a
40-minute ferry ride from
Vancouver. All of the designs,
themes and colours for the
Bowen Pub set were based on
the Vancouver and Bowen Island vicinity. The client
wanted to include as many
local influences as possible.
While Caitlin Barter hopes
to make a trip out West with a
friend this summer to visit
both installations, she will
have to squeeze it in between
the many facets of her expanding business. An on-site
workshop may get the production out of the dining room;
however, it seems a necessary
next step for this ambitious
young business woman.

Haldimand No. 4 drilling:
water samples comply with
standards

RéGIM’s shuttle service
used by 204 people
Photo: G. Gagné

Paul Langlois is suspended with pay as director general of
the Town of Paspebiac.
The press release emphasizes that the council “wants
to shed light on the administration of the town.” The document also mentions that
article 52 of the Municipal law
stipulates that the mayor has a
surveillance right and is entitled to investigate and keep
all the municipal departments
and the municipality’s employees under control.
The press release also men-

tions that the mayor can suspend an employee, including
the director general, but that
mayor must prepare a report
for the next meeting of the
municipality.
The press release also says
that Paul Langlois will soon
be invited to meet with the
council to answer some questions. That meeting will likely
take place before the end of
January.

While she plans her future
marketing and distribution,
her creativity remains inspired
by her surroundings as she
plans the second part of her
“Canada” paddles series, developed with the collaboration
of Indigenous women as well
as the “Fly Tyer” series, which

will highlight six wet fly designs by local fly tyers.
We are sure to see more
Tipsy Canoe products and designs in the future. In the
meantime, you are likely to
see the colour and creativity of
Caitlin’s designs on a local
river this season.

ALL PARTS ARE
GUARANTEED
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Gilles Gagné
CARLETON: – A total of 204 people used the shuttle service offered by RéGIM which allowed the population located
between Gaspé and Pointe-à-la-Croix to take the passenger
train at VIA Rail’s station in Campbellton, New Brunswick
during the Christmas break. The bus service was offered between December 20 and January 4. Daniel Côté, president of
the Régie intermunicipale de transport of the Gaspé Peninsula and Magdalen Island, is satisfied with the results obtained
during the pilot project because it was a last minute decision
and there was very little time to market the shuttle service. He
says that the service proves that people are still interested in
taking the train to get to Gaspé and the other way around. It
is too early to determine if the service will return in the summer or during the next Christmas break. The cost of the project amounted to $34,500. Users brought in revenues of $8,000
and the balance of $26,500 came from a government grant to
run the test. The revenue shortage “is also linked to the fact
that there was very little time to sell the service.” Regarding its
potential profitability, Mr. Côté points out that it must be seen
as a service, like other transportation modes, and it might break
even at one point with a longer period to make it known. Buses
and sometimes cabs, depending on the number of customers,
were used during the two-week service.
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