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Matapedia residents concerned about flooding
Gilles Gagné

MATAPEDIA: – The mild
weather and heavy rainfall
on December 21 and 22,
along with the very early debacle on December 23 represent a constant cause of
worry for the citizens of
Matapedia.
Some residents remember
that the same kind of early
debacle occurred in 19731974 and in 1994. Both
springs were characterized
by major floods in Matapedia
and Ristigouche South-east.
Richard Mill, a Matapedia
garage and service station
co-owner, has vivid memories of May 1974 and April
1994. He currently notices
that the same conditions are
in place this winter.
“The river went down on
December 23. There is an ice
floe many kilometres from
the village and down towards
Pointe-à-la-Croix. The water
level of the river has remained high since that day,
which means that the water
doesn’t flow well towards
the Baie des Chaleurs. That
ice was already one foot
thick at the surface. It has
piled-up since. It is worrying,” explains Mr. Mill.
“It is frozen solid in the
area around the village and
downstream. There are other
compact ice floes upstream.
We went up to Indian House
a couple of days ago. It is
forty miles upstream. There
is a potential jam there as
well. We see some other
places with the same kind of
ice accumulation. A mild period with some rain could
cause a lot of damage. We
could see a flood similar to
the spring ones, but in the
middle of the winter,” adds
Mr. Mill.
Every spring Garage Restigouche, owned by Richard
Mill and his brother André,
prepare for flooding. The 20
staff members relocate much
of the garage’s equipment
and items that cannot be
moved out of the premises.
They are put on special
shelves to avoid damage.
“We did the same on December 23. We were ready to
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Kilometres of broken and piled-up ice are visible around the village of Matapedia, both upstream
and downstream.

leave and put our equipment
in a safe place. As a matter of
fact, we still have four inches
of water in the garage pit and
a foot of frozen water in the
basement of our other building across the street. That
came in on December 23.
That’s why we acted like we
usually do in April,” says
Richard Mill.
On December 23, 1973, a
mild weather bout led to a
debacle of the Restigouche
River. On May 2 and 3,
1974, a major flood hit the
village of Matapedia.
The same phenomenon
was observed 20 years later.
A January 1 debacle led to a
massive accumulation of ice
between Matapedia and
Pointe-à-la-Croix. On April
17 and 18, 1994, the effect of
three days of very mild
weather caused the Restigouche and Matapedia
Rivers to have massive quantities of additional thick ice.
The
Deux-Rivières
School, the CLSC, the
Provigo warehouse and
dozens of other properties
sustained major damage
amounting to millions of dollars.
In 1995, a practice was
put in place, with good results - the intervention of the
Canadian Coast Guard hovercraft.
“We avoided floods for
more than 10 straight years

after that,” points out
Richard Mill. Since then,
Matapedia has not experi-

enced damage comparable to
that in 1994.
The procedure is now

slower, as the Municipality
of Matapedia cannot deal directly with the Canadian
Coast Guard. The number of
communities that rely on the
hovercrafts has also increased over the last 25
years.
“We are worried that the
hovercraft will not be here
on time this coming fall. I
think the Quebec government should invest in the acquisition
of
its
own
hovercraft, or lease one from
the Canadian Coast Guard
for its own use. It is a costly
solution but floods also cost
a lot of money following
damage to public buildings
like the school, the CLSC,
and to private properties, to
the roads. It mobilizes a lot
of people. There is also the
economic impact. That is
costly too,”
explains
Richard Mill.
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A few days after the storm, many people were still clearing snow and shoveling roofs.

Gaspé hit by record snowfall
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ – The last storm that hit the town of Gaspé brought with it a record snowfall. On January 9 and during the first hours of the following day, 58.6 centimetres of snow fell on the
town.
On January 9, an amount of 36 centimetres of snow was recorded at the Michel-Pouliot airport, breaking an 83-year-old record of 35.6 centimetres, recorded in 1936. The additional
22.6 centimetres that fell on January 10 came close to breaking a second consecutive record,
which was 25.6 centimetres in 1997.
It is not unusual to receive abundant quantities of snow in early January, points out meteorologist Alexandre Parent, of Environment Canada. “Last year, the January 4 storm brought
significant quantities of snow, blown by strong winds over the whole area. There is nothing exceptional (in the January 9-10 event),” he emphasizes.

Gaspésie Railway Society
registers fourth straight traffic record
Gilles Gagné
NEW RICHMOND: – The
Gaspésie Railway Society has
registered a fourth freight traffic record in its twelve-year
history as 4,323 carloads were
hauled between Caplan and
Matapedia in 2018, a 55% increase compared to 2017.
Since 2015, the number of carloads has almost tripled on the
line.
Between 2016 and 2017,
the transporter under municipal control had also experienced a significant increase of
60% in traffic. This was attributable to the hauling of
windmill blades and, to a
lesser extent, to the activities
of the McInnis Cement plant
which opened in June 2017.
In 2018, the windmill blade
traffic towards the United
States kept increasing while
the cement traffic went up almost ten-fold, from 111 carloads in 2017 to about 1,000
last year. Close to 1,800 cars
were used to export windmill
blades in 2018 and the Temrex
sawmill in Nouvelle sent 1,500
cars of wood chips and lumber
out of the region.
“Some growth should still
happen in 2019. We should
surpass 5,000 carloads. We
will not be far if we don’t. We
are expecting a rise in cement
traffic because the McInnis
Cement plant is still increasing
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Cement traffic increased by almost ten-fold between 2017 and
2018.
its production. The customer
decides so we don’t control the
transportation mode but if we
keep hauling the same proportion of the plant’s production,
the tonnage taking the railway
will increase as well,” explains
Luc Lévesque, director general
of the Gaspésie Railway Society.
Between 2015 and 2018,
the hauling revenues of the
transporter went up about tenfold, going from $625,000 to a
bracket between $6 million
and $9 million. Mr. Lévesque
prefers not releasing exact figures for now.
The number of carloads
will increase for the forest
products in 2019, considering
that the Temrex sawmill drying

capacity will increase and a
new customer, the Association
coopérative forestière of SaintElzéar, will use the railway,
That industry will ship lumber
out of New Richmond at one
point during the year.
“Usually, when the drying
capacity increases like at Temrex, lumber is sent farther.
When the distance increases,
rail transport is at an advantage. As for the Saint-Elzéar
sawmill, we don’t have a date
yet but we know that rail shipments should start in 2019,”
explains Mr. Lévesque.
The hauling of windmill
blades will likely remain the
same in 2019, since 100% of
Gaspé’s LM Wind Power production was shipped by rail

Day and night between 2014 and 2018
Gilles Gagné
NEW RICHMOND: – “We are
far from running after money
in order to put fuel in our locomotives.” That is how the president of the Gaspésie Railway
Society, Éric Dubé, sums up
the difference between the two
realities experienced by the
transporter if we compare the
situation prevailing four years
ago and the present situation.
Controlled by the four
MRCs covering the territory
between Matapedia and Gaspé,
the Gaspésie Railway Society
was kept by Transport Quebec
as the operator of freight trains
after that ministry acquired the
railroad for the value of the
transporter’s debt, approximately $4 million. The
Gaspésie Railway Society
takes care of train operations
and basic maintenance chores
on the line.
From seven employees in
2015, the Gaspésie Railway

Society now provides work to
31 people. “We will keep hiring in 2019,” specifies Luc
Lévesque.
He expects to lay close to
two kilometres of new tracks
over the spring in order to facilitate shunting operations in
New Richmond. “We put together windmill blade trains on
the main line in New Richmond. Once the traffic will be
restored east of New Richmond, we won’t be able to
leave a train on the main line.
We will lengthen the siding
enough to put a full windmill
blade train on it, and we will
add another siding. We will
also add a track to load lumber
in New Richmond and reopen
a number of sidings, including
Black Cape and Irish Town
(Saint-Jules).”
The company has also recently bought two locomotives
formerly owned by Chemin de
fer de Charlevoix, the owners
of the line linking Quebec City

and Clermont. The two locomotives are RS-18 models, like
the four locomotives the
Gaspésie Railway Society already has.
The return of the passenger
train between Matapedia and
Gaspé will only occur once
VIA Rail has the guarantee that
the line will be safe, that the
speed will be sufficient to
cover the distance in a reasonable time and when the return
to Gaspé will be certain.
The return of the l’Amiral
tourist train is also subjected to
certain conditions, including
the repairs of a washout between Port Daniel and Gascons
and the upgrading of a few
bridges.
Year
2015
2016
2017
2018

# of
carloads
1,624
1,741
2,786
4,323

last year. That production is
still destined to the south part
of the United States, mostly to
Texas.
The fact that the line between Caplan and Gaspé was
put in a dormant state in 2015
represents a big hurdle for the
Gaspésie Railway Society
growth, traffic-wise and revenue-wise. That stretch covers
60% of the Matapedia to
Gaspé line. That decision to
“mothball” the Caplan-Gaspé
line was made by Transport
Quebec, when that ministry acquired the line in March 2015.
The Gaspésie Railway Society
was experiencing financial difficulties at the end of 2014.
The decision to put the line
in a dormant state was denounced by some of the region’s leaders in 2015 because
it was targeting the portion of
the railway that was expected
to experience major growth.
LM Wind Power was trying to
get contracts in the United
States at that time and the Port
Daniel cement plant was under
construction since May 2014.
The two plants are located on
the dormant stretch of line.
The blades and cement are
hauled to New Richmond
where they are transferred to
railcars. In the case of cement,
a second land terminal had to
be built in Nouvelle, due to the
so-called limited weekly capacity of the Cascapedia-SaintJules bridges regarding fully
loaded freight cars. The matter
is not relevant for windmill
blade cars because they are
light.

As long as those two
bridges are not replaced, the
cement will not be loaded in
railcars in Port Daniel. The line
passes nearby. In the meantime, the cement shipped out
over shorter distances, like the
volume
sold
to
New
Brunswick customers, is sent
by trucks because the cost of
transferring the cement in New
Richmond and Nouvelle
would add too much to its
transportation costs.
Luc Lévesque hopes that
the replacement of the Cascapeda-Saint-Jules bridges
will be finished by the end of
2020.
“It is still possible but we
have no control on the matter.
The bridges pass over a
salmon river and there are (environmental) authorizations to
receive. The file is managed by
the BQI (Bureau Québécois
des infrastructures),” notes Mr.
Lévesque.
The Bureau Québécois des
infrastructures, a public body
managing Quebec’s main infrastructure projects, inherited
the Gaspé Peninsula railway
file when former Quebec premier Philippe Couillard decided to authorize the
upgrading of that line, on May
5, 2017, through a $100 million envelope announcement.
Until then, his government,
imposing an austerity program,
had allotted minimal funding
for the railroad betterment. Despite acquiring it two years
earlier, the rising clientele and
a need to fix the bridges were
identified in 2010.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ENACTMENT OF BY-LAW
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given :
1. THAT at a meeting held on November 5, 2018, the town
council has adopted By-Law 1372-18 «décrétant une
dépense d’une somme de 9 663 186 $ et un emprunt d’une
somme de 5 732 658 $ pour la réalisation de travaux de
resurfaçage et de prolongement de la piste de l’aéroport
Michel-Pouliot ainsi que la confection de nouvelles approches».
2. THAT By-Law 1372-18 has been approved by the qualified
voters during a registry held on November 20 and 21, 2018.
3. THAT By-Law 1372-18 has been approved by the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, on January 9, 2019.
4. THAT the interested can consult that By-Law at the clerk’s
office, at the Town Hall, 25, rue de l’Hôtel-de-Ville, during
regular office hours.
GIVEN at Gaspé, January 16, 2019.

Isabelle Vézina,
Director of legal services and town clerk
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