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Irish eyes were smiling
Elaine Sexton
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: - The Irish weekend got off to a fantastic start with our young-
sters performing at the annual concert. It was held at the Fifty Plus building with all the chil-
dren reading the welcome. Our two youngest performers, Zoey and Madison, sang a song and
recited a poem. They all took part in a fun song called the “Irish Hokey Pokey”. It was a real
hit as it involved many actions. 

The four oldest read some Irish blessings, Julia sang “Tell me Ma” and Ella and Emma
sang two songs “Black Velvet Band” and “Wild Mountain Time”. They all did a great job. 

The performance ended, as it does every year with a ballad and this year it was "Morning
Town”, which they had also performed at church Saturday night during our special Eucharist
with Father Juan Carlos Londoño.

They each received a souvenir and their “pot of gold” candy. At that time, a thank-you was
read to all the children and their parents for participating and taking the time to come to the
many practices that were held.  A big thank-you to all of these wonderful children. 

(back row) Julia Clement, Casey Caplin , Ella  Gudmundsdottir, Emma Cyr-Jerome. (front row)
Olivia Lyne, Madison Ferland, Zoey Landry- Gideon. 

Three men charged in
Patience McGee case

NEW CARLISLE: – On
March 19,  three men from
the Quebec City area were
charged with break and enter,
forcible confinement, uttering
threats and assault in regards
to the home invasion perpe-
trated on August 11, 2012
against Patience McGee, in
her Hope Town home.

The men are Éric Paris, 39,
from Saint-Jean-Chrysos-
tome, near Lévis, Mathieu
Charbonneau, 34 of Beauport,
a Quebec City suburb, and
Mario Couture, 39 of Saint-
Bernard, in Beauce. They
were brought to the Quebec
City court house and appeared
via a videoconference session
at the New Carlisle court-
house.

Following the appearance
they were remanded in cus-
tody. Mario Couture and
Mathieu Charbonneau were
transferred to the New
Carlisle jail following their
first court appearance and will
return to court on March 27
for their bail hearing. Éric
Paris will return to court on
April 13 in New Carlisle. He
was kept in Quebec City until
March 24 because he was
charged in another case.

Patience McGee was 82
when she was attacked in her
home and was tied to a chair.
She was found two days later
by a neighbour. Ms. McGie
was hospitalized, suffering
from dehydration and shock.
She never returned to live in
her home.

She was not robbed during
the attack, despite the pres-
ence of cash in her home.

“It was a very long inquiry.
The investigators worked
very hard on the case for two-
and-a-half years. The Sûreté
du Québec called upon the
public to gather clues that
would lead us to the suspects.
They found one element of
evidence that proved to be the

right one. The case proves
that crime doesn’t pay,” ex-
plains Claude Doiron,
spokesperson of the Sûreté du
Québec.

At present Mr. Doiron is
not releasing the detail that
made the difference. “It is an
important element of the in-
vestigation that will probably

only be revealed at the trial.”
He adds that there was a

previous link between the
suspects and Ms. McGee.
“We don’t know yet if the
suspects had friends on the
Gaspé Peninsula nor what
brought them here.”

The three suspects have a
criminal record linked to var-

ious crimes such as car theft
and drug related charges.

Quebec Court Judge Ce-
lestina Almeida presided over
the cases during their first
court appearance.

The assault perpetrated
against Patience McGie
caused a lot of worry in the
Bay of Chaleurs area.

Another $50,000 for the railway
 Thierry Haroun

The Percé Rock MRC has finally accepted to slate $50,000 for
the Gaspésie Railway Society (SCFG). The resolution on the
matter was voted unanimously by all five mayors on March 11
in Chandler. Percé Rock is the last MRC to slate this amount,
after Bonaventure, Avignon and Côte-de-Gaspé (February 11).
Previously they refused to do so by invoking that it never
received an official letter from the SCFG. In an interview with
SPEC after the vote, Prefect, Diane Lebouthillier, said that the
decision of slating $50,000 is related to the Quebec
government’s decision to become the owner of the railway and
at the same time to clear the SCFG’s debt of $3.6 million. “
The other reason why we finally accepted is that we believe in
the potential of the tourist train between Percé and Gaspé.”
The amount, destined to support the activities of the Society,
will be taken from the MRC's surplus.
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