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ESSB 
must cut
$800,000

PASPEBIAC: – The Port of

Paspebiac is surprisingly

busy this winter.  A breakwa-

ter is being upgraded at the

end of the commercial wharf.

The work is being carried out

on barges which are docked

until the construction of the

Port Daniel Marine Terminal

resumes.

The busiest area is the tip

of the commercial wharf,

where nine pieces of heavy

equipment are loading, carry-

ing and unloading, boulders,

small rocks, gravel and sand

in order to replace a concrete

Work underway at Paspebiac wharf

Paspebiac Wharf 

unusually busy for winter 
and steel structure that is no

longer structurally sound.

Maria-based Sani-sable

LB was awarded the $3.2

million contract by Transport

Canada. Company President

Luc Boudreau stated that

work started on January 12,

following several weeks of

preparation and transport. Up

to 41,400 tonnes of material,

including 29,900 tonnes of

boulders, had to be trans-

ported to the site.

“We have to complete the

project by March 31. Accord-

ing to our current schedule,

we should be able to finish by

March 27. Things are pro-

gressing really well. We re-

vise our schedule every three

days and at the present time

we are ahead,” points out Mr.

Boudreau.

It took about 1,000 truck-

loads to bring the rocks,

gravel and sand to the site.

The largest boulders were

hauled from Belledune, New

Brunswick.

“First we removed the old

concrete. Then we cut the

steel paddleboard as close to

low tide level as possible, be-

fore laying gravel and sur-

rounding it with boulders,

NEW CARLISLE: – Eastern

Shores School Board must cut

about $800,000 from its an-

nual budget, which was

$26,075,037 in 2013-2014.

Decreasing enrollment, the

cost of holding last Novem-

ber’s election and the Quebec

government’s cutbacks ex-

plain the ongoing search for

places where money can be

cut.

On February 20, the situa-

tion was divulged at the East-

ern Shores School Board’s

public meeting regarding the

results of 2013-2014. The fi-

nancial results of the year

ending on June 30, 2014 were

fair, with a relatively small

deficit of $59,293, as rev-

enues reached $26,075,037

and expenses totalled

$26,134,330.

Eastern Shores School

Board’s Director General

Howard Miller also presented

the results of exchanges held

with officials of Québec’s

ministry of Education,

Leisure and Sport. The finan-

cial side of the picture is far

from rosy.

“A few factors are in-

volved. Decreasing enroll-

ment has an impact of

$400,000. Election fees

amount to $200,000 and the

Quebec government’s cut-

backs are also $200,000, for a

total of $800,000. We are not

spending recklessly. If we’ve

made a mistake, it is through

overstaffing our schools in-

stead of understaffing them,”

explains Mr. Miller.

He gives the example  the

last year of Bonaventure

Polyvalent School in 2013-

2014. Despite its closing, a

special effort was made to

make it a great year, “includ-

ing increasing the staff,”

points out Mr. Miller.

A second factor makes it

difficult, budget wise, and it is

the reduced capacity of the

Eastern Shores School Board

(ESSB) to use its accounting

surplus and pay its operating

surplus. “That accounting sur-

plus is due to our land value.

The MELS (ministry of Edu-

cation, Leisure and Sport) has

decided that we can’t use that

money to reduce our deficit,”

he adds.

Eastern Shores School

Board was expecting 1,185

students in 2014-2015 but

1,140 showed up, which led

to a loss of close to $400,000,

since school boards are essen-

tially financed on a per-stu-

dent basis.

Howard Miller and some

other members of his staff are

trying to convince the MELS

officials that their school
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Slating $50,000 for the train

Thierry

 

HarounThe

 

Côte-de-Gaspé

 

MRC

 

has

 

officially

 

slated

 

$50,000

 

for

 

the
Gaspésie

 

Railway

 

Society.

 

The

 

resolution

 

on

 

the

 

matter

 

was
voted

 

by

 

the

 

mayors

 

on

 

February

 

11.

 

The

 

director

 

general,
Bruno

 

Bernatchez,

 

confirmed

 

to

 

SPEC

 

that

 

the

 

amount

 

has
been

 

slated

 

for

 

now

 

because

 

the

 

Society

 

hasn't

 

made

 

the

 

request
by

 

letter.

 

“We've

 

voted

 

on

 

the

 

amount

 

so

 

that

 

when

 

the

 

Society
makes

 

an

 

official

 

request

 

we

 

will

 

be

 

ready

 

to

 

send

 

the

 

money.

 

It
will

 

be

 

loan

 

for

 

a

 

maximum

 

amount

 

of

 

$50,000

 

that

 

will

 

be
taken

 

from

 

our

 

surplus.

 

The

 

amount

 

is

 

destined

 

to

 

support

 

the
activities

 

of

 

the

 

Society

 

while

 

it's

 

trying

 

to

 

find

 

a

 

solution

 

to

 

save
the

 

infrastructure.

 

We

 

also

 

want

 

to

 

send

 

the

 

message

 

that

 

the
tourist

 

train

 

between

 

Gaspé

 

and

 

Percé

 

is

 

important.”

 

The

 

other
MRCs

 

that

 

have

 

already

 

slated

 

the

 

same

 

amount

 

are

 

Bonaven-
ture

 

and

 

Avignon.

 

Only

 

Percé

 

Rock

 

has

 

refused

 

to

 

do

 

so.

       Slating $50,000 for the train

Thierry Haroun
The Côte-de-Gaspé MRC has officially slated $50,000 for the
Gaspésie Railway Society. The resolution on the matter was
voted by the mayors on February 11. The director general,
Bruno Bernatchez, confirmed to SPEC that the amount has
been slated for now because the Society hasn't made the request
by letter. “We've voted on the amount so that when the Society
makes an official request we will be ready to send the money. It
will be loan for a maximum amount of $50,000 that will be
taken from our surplus. The amount is destined to support the
activities of the Society while it's trying to find a solution to save
the infrastructure. We also want to send the message that the
tourist train between Gaspé and Percé is important.” The other
MRCs that have already slated the same amount are Bonaven-
ture and Avignon. Only Percé Rock has refused to do so.
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