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Coalition for

the future of 

the train wants

to send 1000 

letters to

Trudeau

GASPÉ – Gaspé Member of
the National Assembly Gaétan
Lelièvre is accusing the Liberal
government of abandoning
tourism development in the re-
gion or, at least, of being too
slow to support it.

The Parti québécois Mem-
ber of the National Assembly
fears that the Gaspé Peninsula
could be left behind the rest of
the province, leading to losses
of jobs and spinoffs.

Several files are worrying
Mr. Lelièvre. He says, the Que-
bec government is slow to
make an announcement about
the Percé boardwalk. The So-
ciété des établissement de plein
air du Québec (SÉPAQ) is sell-
ing Fort-Prevel Inn and its golf
course, after having “shame-
fully neglected it,” Mr.
Lelièvre points out. In addition,
the Amiral tourist train service
is suspended because of the
poor condition of the
Haldimand railway bridge,
which is the property of Trans-
port Québec.

Exploramer of Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts is at the cen-
tre of “a sad saga,” adds the
MNA, because it didn’t obtain
the $200,000 usually given by
Quebec to balance its budget.
Mr. Lelièvre criticizes the
abandonment of the $10 mil-
lion project to develop winter
tourism in the Chic-Chocs.
“Laurent Lessard (the minister
responsible for Parks) told me
that he doesn’t have the re-
quired credits for this project,”
Mr. Lelièvre states.

“With the exception of the
Geopark (under construction in
Percé) that the Parti québécois
announced when it was in
power, what other projects are
underway? When I look at the
results (for tourism) of the Lib-
eral government after 18
months, I don’t see anything. I
just see files in jeopardy.”

Tourism development is
also put at risk by transporta-
tion problems, Mr. Lelièvre
adds. “The service reduction of
Orléans Express, the train serv-
ice interruption, the increase in
the price of gas and plane tick-

ets, all of this should be ad-
dressed (to develop tourism).”

Even though the 2015
tourist season was good, the
government has to look further,
believes the MNA. “We cannot
evaluate the industry health
with only one season. If we
look at a longer period, we can
see that we’ve had several very
quiet seasons.”

“The rest of Québec is de-
veloping tourism in a very ag-
gressive way, says Mr. Lelièvre.
If we don’t develop new prod-
ucts on the Gaspé Coast, we’ll
become uncompetitive.”

“We will certainly have
consequences of job losses and
spinoff losses,” the MNA
states.

The MNA puts forward
several explanations to what he
describes as a lack of invest-
ment in tourism. The region
has no regional minister “com-
ing from the Gaspésie-Îles-de-
la-Madeleine and committed to
the region,” says Mr. Lelièvre.

The Minister responsible
for the region is Jean-
D’Amour, MNA of  Rivière-

du-Loup—Témiscouata. Lib-
eral representatives don’t know
the regional issues well, Mr.
Lelièvre says, and the govern-
ment isn’t interested enough in
non-urban areas. The MNA
also points out “the blind
across the board cuts asked by
the Treasury Board to Quebec
ministries.”

But the main reason, ac-
cording to Mr. Lelièvre, is “the
absence of a development vi-
sion, a plan for the region. The
government works with impro-
vised announcements.”

Mr. Lelièvre describes as
“inconceivable” the fact that
the Gaspé Coast finds itself in
such a situation given its inter-
nationally recognized poten-
tial. Lonely Planet has recently
ranked the famous Gaspésie
Tour among their “five offbeat
coastal trips” along with the
Wild Atlantic Way in Ireland
and Norway’s fjords and is-
lands. The Peninsula has also
been in several praiseful rank-
ings published by the National
Geographic Society over the
last few years.

MNA Lelièvre criticizes the
lack of investment in tourism

The Amiral tourist train service is suspended because of the poor condition of the Haldimand railway bridge, which is the prop-
erty of Transport Québec, condemned Gaétan Lelièvre.


	Page 2



