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Lisee visits the Gaspe and 
promises to challenge the Liberals

,_____ Genevieve Gelinas

GASPE: - The leader of the 
Parti Quebecois Jean-Francois 
Lisee promises to challenge 
the Liberals at the National 
Assembly in order to "put the 
spotlight on government inac
tion/’ regarding the Gaspe 
Peninsula.

However, Mr. Lisee didn't 
give many details about his 
own commitments if he’s 
elected Premier of Quebec in 
October 2018.

The leader of the opposi
tion was on the Gaspe Penin
sula on March 18, 19 and 20. 
He stopped in Sainte-Anne- 
des-Monts, Amqui, Gaspe and 
Perce, where he visited, the 
wharf.

"1 ask Justin Trudeau and 
Philippe Couillard to quickly 
resolve the question of the 
Perce wharf/’ Mr. Lisee said. 
The two governments must 
find a solution tor at least the 
part of the wharf to be used 
this summer and "for the 
whole wharf to be repaired in 
2018/’ he added.

The Perce wrharf was dam
aged by the December 30 
storm. It wras already in poor 
condition before the storm 
and can’t be used this coming 
summer without repairs.

The Societe des etab/isse- 
ments de plein air du 
Quebec (SEPAQ) should ac
quire the wharf once rebuilt 
by the federal government, 
believes Mr. Lisee. "There’s 
no point in giving a small mu
nicipality the responsibility 
tor an infrastructure which is 
so important for the region 
and for the whole of Quebec.”

SEPAQ manages
Bonaventure Island and Perce 
Rock provincial park and 
most of the boat traffic from 
the Perce wharf goes to those 
attractions.

The SPEC asked Mr. Lisee 
if he will recommend tor the 
SEPAQ to acquire the wharf if 
he's elected premier in Octo
ber 2018. "Well see what the 
state of the situation in 2018 
(...) It's the optimal solution. 
If another solution is found, 
we won’t be dogmatic/'

The leader of the opposi
tion also criticized the poor 
condition of the Gaspesian 
railway, which prevents the 
LM Wind Power plant from 
loading its blades on the train 
from Gaspe.

"The freight train has to be 
able to go to Gaspe as soon as 
possible. Its absence is going 
to lead to major traffic prob
lems during the tourist season. 
When the plant reaches its
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cruising speed, it’s going to 
create traffic jams/' The 
blades manufactured in Gaspe 
are transported, by truck to 
New Richmond, where they 
are loaded on train cars.

Mr. Lisee hopes that the 
railway repairs will have 
made progress by October 
2018. "If nothing or not much 
is done, we’ll establish an ac
celerated timetable for (the re
pairs) to be done and we'll 
prepare a program for the re
turn of the passenger train/' 
said the leader of the opposi
tion. However, he didn't give 
details about deadlines or 
amounts.

The Liberal government 
"abandoned the wind energy 
sector/' even though its costs 
have lowered and are "per
fectly competitive,” with the 
cost of hydroelectricity, stated 
Mr. Lisee.

Gaspesians can "rely on 
us” (the Parti Quebecois) for 
future wind energy develop
ment, said Mr. Lisee. Quebec 
will order windfarms when 
the province needs electricity.

However, the leader of the 
opposition doesn't say when a 
call for tenders could be 
launched. "I cannot tell you 
that now because the Liberals 
have slowed down the Quebec 
energy transition (...). We’re 
going to accelerate the energy 
transition and promote wind 
energy for exports and in the 
new energy production, there 

will be wind energy.”
The opinion of Mr. Lisee 

has changed slightly since he 
came to the Gaspe Peninsula 
as a candidate for the Parti 
Quebecois leadership in July. 
At that time he said that he 
wouldn’t order new wind
farms, but would "accompany 
our businesses on external 
markets.”

Jean-Francois Lisee prom
ised to hold, an ''interpellation” 
(long intervention) about the 
Gaspe Peninsula on April 7 at 
the National Assembly, in the 
presence of the minister re
sponsible for the region, 
Sebastien Proulx. An interpel
lation means that "we force a 
minister to listen to our ques
tions for three hours. 
Sebastien Proulx will be held 
hostage by spokespersons of 
the Gaspe/’ Mr. Lisee ex
plained.

Members of the National 
Assembly for Gaspe Gaetan 
Lelievre and for Bonaventure 
Sylvain Roy might question 
the ministers, as well as other 
representatives of the region.




