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GASPE AND NEW RICH
MOND: - Between No
vember 27 and December 
I, the staff of the Gaspesie 
Raihvay Society and a 
trucking subcontractor suc
cessfully moved locomo
tive 1849 between Gaspe 
and New Richmond. Due to 
its weight of 125 tonnes, 
the locomotive was dis
mantled in order to respect 
the restrictive norms of 
Transport Quebec regard
ing trailer loads.

Half a dozen trailers 
were loaded with big and 
small parts. Four sections 
consisting of the engine, the 
two sets of wheels and their 
bogies, as well as the cab, 

bit larger and heavier than the 
others. A trailer carrying the 
smaller parts, including the 
couplers, left Gaspe a week 
prior to those.

All these parts were trans
ported by truck and tem
porarily stored in the 
Fabrication Delta warehouse 
in New Richmond, where the 
puzzle will be put back to
gether

LtWe will reassemble the 
big parts there and then, we 
will send it to (the shop in) 
Campbellton, for the connec
tions and start up. Asa pre
cautionary measure, I will 
send the main generator to 
Montreal for inspection and 
clean up. So it will delay the 
start-up a bit. I expect to put 
it back in service in January,” 

Photos: Sara Gagnon

The engine is fi/terf before being put on ajlat trai/er.

joined to the main frame of 
the locomotive were quite a 

explains Luc Levesque, di
rector general of the Gaspesie

Railway Society.
Locomotive 1849 was

brought to Gaspe at the be
ginning of the 2014 summer 
and operated, there with the 
Amiral tourist train until the 
tall of the same year. The 
train was mainly serving 
cruise ship passengers and 
the Gaspesie Railway Society 
board decided, that its future 
mainly lied there.

The train has remained 
stranded there since 2014 for 
a couple of other reasons. In
spections commissioned by 
Transport Quebec, the owner 
of the railway since the 
spring of 2015, revealed that 
additional upgrading work 
was needed on a couple of 
bridges between Gaspe and 
Perce.

Moreover, a washout that 
occurred in Port Daniel in 
2014 has since deteriorated to 
the point that a significant re

supports the rails and ties 
over a short stretch of a few 
metres located just east of 
the McInnis Cement plant.

Locomotive 1849 is 
needed to support Gaspesie 
Railway Society operations 
between New Richmond 
and Matapedia. The three 
other locomotives that the 
company owns barely suf
fice to fill the hauling needs, 
considering increased wind
mill blade and. cement traf
fic.

That traffic should, origi
nate from Gaspe, in the case 
of windmill blades, and Port 
Daniel, in the case of ce
ment, but Quebec's depart
ment of Transport has not 
yet started the upgrading 
work required to reopen the 
line between Caplan, just 
east of New Richmond, and

Tfte /ocomotivei cab aW main structure are put on anotber f Jar frar/er. pair job is required. Nothing Gaspe.




