
Railway bridge 
proves dependable

____________Gilles Gagne

R1STIGOUCHE SOUTH 
EAST — The Gaspesie Rail
way Society, Transport 
Quebec and a Mont-Joli com
pany, Serna Railway Struc
tures successfully united to 
change an old railway bridge 
between. September 23 and 
September 28 at Ristigouche 
South East, between Pointe-a- 
1 a-Croix and Matapedia.

The previous mileage 9 
bridge dated back to the 1890s 
and has been hit with slow or
ders since at least 1989. The 
replacement of the bridge was 
initially scheduled, for the fall 
of 2015 but it was postponed 
several times by the owner of 
the Matapedia to Gaspe line, 
Quebec’s department of 
Transport.

4’The bridge was made in 
Mont-Joli by Serna Railway 
Structures and that company 
also carried out its installa
tion,” points out Luc 
Levesque, director general, of 
the Gaspesie Railway Society, 

the operator of the line.
The last train to pass on the 

old bridge was the September 
23 windmill blade train. Traf
fic resumed on September 28 
with a train hauling wood- 
chips, lumber and cement.

“The cost of replacing the 
bridge amounted to $1 mil
lion/1 adds Mr. Levesque. 
That amount was taken, from 
the annual envelope ear
marked by Transport Quebec 
for line improvements and 
maintenance work over the 
functional stretch of the rail
way, between Matapedia and 
Caplan.

Luc Levesque doesn’t 
know when a portion of the 
Si00 million announced on 
May 5 by Quebec Premier 
Philippe Couillard will be 
available tor improvements on 
the Matapedia to Gaspe line.

He also doesn’t knowr if the 
nomination of a new minister 
responsible for the region, 
namely Pierre Moreau, will
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Freigft/ fro nt? such as this windmi/i b/ade train can now pass at a fair speed on the bridge span
ning /he Kempt River at Ristigouche Souf/i East, a/ter decades q/'s/ow orders.
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will accelerate the assess
ment process pertaining to 
line improvements.

In. the meantime, three of 
the four windmill blade trains

scheduled between the end of 
October and the Christmas 
break will be delayed until 
the beginning of 2018, due to 
the impact the September 
rain storms had on the instal
lation of windmills in Texas.

The Gaspesie Railway So
ciety staff remains very busy. 
They have completed the re
placement of close to 20,400 
ties between Matapedia and

New Richmond, the spread
ing of 20,000 tons of ballast, 
the addition of cement traffic 
to the freight train, the inte
gration of the leased wood
chip cars to Nouvel Ie’s 
Tern rex sawmill activities, 
and the upcoming addition of 
the Saint-Elzear sawmill, to 
the freight clients, something 
that should take place before 
the end of the year.




