
Trucks could speed return of freight 
service by hauling windmill blade cars

__________ Gilles Gagne

NEW RICHMOND: - The 
management of the Gaspesie 
Railway Society has submit­
ted a project to Transport Que­
bec in order to haul windmill 
blades between Gaspe and 
New Richmond on flat cars 
pulled by trucks.

The trucks are able to roll 
on rails and already exist. 
They are manufactured by 
Brandt Trucks. Some train op­
erators use them to pull ballast 
cars, tor example, or move 
cars on industrial spurs.

The project was submitted 
to Transport Quebec because 
that department owns the Mat- 
apedia to Gaspe railway. 
Some upgrading work would 
be required to move trucks 
and flatcars between Caplan 
and Gaspe.

Luc Levesque, director 
general, of the Gaspesie Rail­
way Society, explains that the 
use of trucks to haul windmill 
blades would be a way to ac­
celerate resumption of freight 
traffic between Gaspe and 
New Richmond, since trucks 
are much lighter than locomo­
tives.

“What we want is pass 
trains on this portion of the
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line. The goal, to have conven­
tional trains pass between Ca­
plan and Gaspe is too far away, 
if we look at the way the file is 
progressing right now. If we 
resume rail traffic with trucks, 
there will be some positive spi­
ral effects on the whole project 
of upgrading the track down to 
G aspe. We don't want to use 
trucks over the long term,” 
says Mr. Levesque.

Locomotives pose a prob­
lem between. Caplan, just east 

of New Richmond, and Gaspe 
because of the insufficient 
bearing capacity of some 
bridges. A Brandt truck 
weighs approximately 40 
tonnes, much less than the lo­
comotives used by the 
Gaspesie Railway Society, 
which have a weight of 125 
tonnes. These locomotives are 
nevertheless considered light­
weights in today's railway in­
dustry.

The “file” Mr. Levesque is

referring to is linked to Pre­
mier Philippe Coui I lard’s May 
5 announcement to the effect 
that the Quebec government is 
allotting £100 million for the 
betterment of the Matapedia to 
Gaspe line. So far, not one 
cent of that budgetary enve­
lope has been spent or even 
earmarked.

Premier Couillard has put 
the project under the guidance 
of Quebec's Bureau des 
grands pre/ets, the major proj­

ects board, which has asked 
Transport Quebec to take 
charge of the initiative. How­
ever, the upgrading of the 
Gaspe railway project will 
need some political push in 
order to proceed faster.

Luc Levesque prefers not 
commenting on the apparent 
slowness of the railway file. 
He fears that 20IS might pass 
without money coming from 
the $100 million envelope.

“We have no control over 
the upgrading work time 
frame. The only thing the 
Gaspesie Railway Society can 
do is work at finding innova­
tive ways to move forward. 
We did it a year ago by organ­
izing a way to transfer wind­
mill blades from trucks to 
railcars in New Richmond. 
We also set up a silo in order 
to transfer the cement made in 
Port Daniel from trucks to 
railcars. Now, we want to 
make forward steps and the 
Brandt truck option is a way to 
do so," assures Luc Levesque.

The project he submitted to 
Transport Quebec involves 
minimal upgrades to some 
bridges. An engineering firm 
has already assessed the
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bridges that would need a bit 
of work in order to allow 
Brandt trucks to use them.

The windmill blades are 
very light by railway stan­
dards, since they weigh around 
seven tonnes each. Since two 
blades take up three cars, and 
through adding the low weight 
of the blade racks, each flat car 
carries about five to six tonnes. 
Each empty flat car weighs 
about 30 tonnes. The flatcars 
loaded with blades conse­
quently weigh 36 tonnes at 
most, which, is less than the 
Brandt trucks.

Loading cement in Port 
Daniel instead of New Rich­
mond will require full-scale re­
pairs in the short term between 
the McInnis Cement plant and 
New Richmond because ce­
ment cars weigh 134 tonnes 
when they are loaded.

Luc Levesque is not ready

to divulge the investment re­
quired for upgrading the track 
sufficiently and enable the pas­
sage of Brandt trucks and flat 
cars loaded with windmill 
blades but it would likely cost a 
few million dollars.

The time frame is un­
known. “It all depends on po­
litical aspects, on the efforts 
that can be deployed. We have 
seen that things can move rela­
tively fast on Highway 132's 
Cascapedia River bridge,” he 
simply says.

Meanwhile, the Gaspesie 
Railway Society has recouped 
two of the three N ovember-De­
cember windmill blade trains 
that had been postponed until 
January-February due to the 
storms and rain falls that had 
hit Texas in September. One 
such train will leave before the 
end of November and. another 
one in December. Texas is the 
final destination of the blades 
made in Gaspe by LM Wind 
Power.
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