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Gilles Gagné

Incidents on the railway cause 
problems to the Gaspésie Railway Society

mond. The increase is more
noticeable between Nouvelle
and New Richmond, because
it was already regular be-
tween Nouvelle and Matape-
dia before the end of 2016.

That increase is due to the
hauling of windmill blades
produced in Gaspé, trans-
ferred to railcars in New
Richmond and destined for
Texas, as well as the cement
produced in Port Daniel and
loaded in freight cars in New
Richmond and Nouvelle

since the summer of 2017.
“There is at least one

daily train both ways be-
tween New Richmond and
Matapedia. Sometimes, it is
more because of our needs.
Near the Little Cascapedia
Bridge and the pumphouse,
shunting operations can
mean ten or more train move-
ments every day, especially
when we load windmill
blades,” says Éric Dubé,
president of the Gaspésie
Railway Society.

Increased traffic means a
greater hazard for people
walking on the railway or
close to it. The risk is already
very high for people trying to
jump on a moving train or
taking bets on the number of
wheels they can touch when
a train is passing.

Since the third week of
August, Sûreté du Québec
officers are allowed to give
infraction tickets ranging be-
tween $200 and $500 to any-
one trespassing the rail bed,

with special attention given
to the Little Cascapedia
bridge area.

The fines will of course,
not be imposed on people
using authorized grade
crossings or trails specifi-
cally designed to cross the
railway.

“The Gaspésie Railway
Society asks for the collabo-
ration of the public on the
matter. It is an important
safety matter,” insists Éric
Dubé.

NEW RICHMOND: – Inci-
dents on the railway and peo-
ple jumping aboard trains are
causing safety problems to
the Gaspésie Railway Soci-
ety. The management of the
transporter has asked the as-
sistance of the Sûreté du
Québec in order to stop this
kind of behaviour.

Over the past few weeks,
the Gaspésie Railway Soci-
ety train crews have dealt
with a woman who decided
to climb on the locomotive in
Matapedia, near the railway
bridge crossing to New
Brunswick. In addition peo-
ple are jumping into the Lit-
tle Cascapedia River from
the bridge located near the
former pumphouse of the
linerboard mill. That practice
has been ongoing for decades
but it is getting worse.

Moreover, some people
are sitting close to a passing
train and trying to touch its
wheels. Young people have
also been seen climbing on
the Little Cascapedia bridge
when the train is passing.

“People used to distance
themselves from the trains.
Now, some people are trying
to get as close as possible,”
states Luc Lévesque, director
general of the Gaspésie Rail-
way Society.

Since the end of 2016,
traffic has increased consid-
erably on the line between
Matapedia and New Rich-

On July 11, a woman climbed on the locomotive of the Gaspésie Railway
Society in Matapedia, near the railway bridge going to New Brunswick.
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Damage done to the Amiral train
. Photo: N. Sergerie

Amiral: vandals paint the side of the train
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - The Amiral tourist train was vandalized on the night of August 17/18. Graffiti was painted
on one of the cars parked at the station in Gaspé.

The damage was found Monday morning and a complaint was filed with the Sûreté du Québec who
confirms having opened an investigation.

“We will work together because we have to find these vandals. It is inadmissible to vandalize public
property. Honestly, I have never accepted it and I do not accept it anymore. We will collaborate with
the police investigation,” said the mayor of Gaspé and director of the Société du chemin de fer de la
Gaspésie, Daniel Côté.

Surveillance cameras are on site and, if necessary, the images will be transmitted to the police.
“There are always little fools who will go and destroy public property. Smile! You are being filmed,”

says Mr. Côté, who does not want to interfere more in the investigation.
In June, the Société du chemin de fer de la Gaspésie commissioned a study to determine the best

way to protect the Amiral train, which has been stationary at the Gaspé station since 2015 due to the
prohibition of movement decreed by the Quebec Ministry of Transport. To keep it in Gaspé or to dis-
mantle it and relocate it to New Richmond are in the scenarios being looked into.

The report is expected to be tabled in the SCFG Board of Directors in September.
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