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Gilles Gagné

Promising future for Cascapedia-St-
Jules soccer player James Harrison

The Rivière-du-Loup high
school plays in an indoor
league against teams from
many Quebec regions, like
Rive-Sud (south shore of
Quebec City), Mauricie and
Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean.

At the beginning of 2019,
the possibility of playing
semi-pro in Florida presented
itself.

“I had a coach in Rivière-
du-Loup whose friend was
coaching in Florida. He told
him: ‘you should come to the
school.’ He came and he re-
ally liked what he saw and
invited me to play there,”
adds James.

He played for the Omega
Select of Port St. Lucy,
Florida. That team is part of
a senior league. Some of the
players were as old as 27. 

Beside playing against
men, heat was one important
factor he had to adapt to.
“When you walk out, you
feel the heat getting to you
but you get used to it after a
few games. I drank a lot of
water,” he states.

His playing time was
quite satisfactory in Florida
and the games were well-at-
tended. “I played the equiva-
lent of half-games. I found
that there was a lot of people
in for the games. There is big
rivalry down there.”

James also travelled to St.
Kitts and Nevis, a Caribbean
island, during the summer.

                                                

    

.

It
 

was
 

very
 

interesting
 

to
 

see
how people play down there

and how they are coached,”

he

 

points

 

out
.

He was not paid for his
presence as an Omega Select

player “but my expenses

were pretty much paid for.”
James Harrison started

playing
 

soccer
 

when
 

he
 

was
five

 
in

 
the

 
local

 
children’s

league
 

in
 

New
 

Richmond.
 

At
the

 
time,

 
he

 
and

 
his

 
family

had
 

just
 

returned
 

from
 

living
in

 
the

 
Northwest

 
Territories

where
 

he
 

had
 

played
 

hockey

-

ing an American university if
the occasion arises. “I at-
tended a university soccer de-
tection camp at Columbia
University in New York. I re-
ceived another request from
another NCAA school but I
haven’t checked it yet,” he
adds.

James also likes playing
right or left wing, two for-
ward positions. He would
make a move from midfielder
to winger if the coach asked
him. “I love them both.”

His days are busy in the
sport-studies program. “I
wake up at 7 and I play soc-
cer at 8:30 until 10:30. Then,
I go to school at 11:00 until
4:00. I then go home and do
homework. At night, I go for
more training alone,” he
points out.

Until the beginning of his
school’s season on October
10, James plays in a U20
(under 20 years of age) AAA
civil team for Rivière-du-
Loup to maintain his skills.

He remains quite focussed
on his studies. “I would like
to go to medical school to be-
come a family doctor or a
surgeon,” he says.

His parents, Joanne Fal-
low and Luke Harrison, are
quite impressed by his hard
work in every walk of life.
“We are incredibly proud of
his dedication, passion and
perseverance!” says Joanne
Fallow.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
With still a year to go in
highschool soccer, 16-year-
old James Harrison from
Cascapedia-St-Jules is mak-
ing strides in his sport.  He
and his friend Félix
Bouchard-Jean from
Bonaventure had the rare op-
portunity to play in a semi-
professional league in
Florida during the summer. 

James plays midfield
which is a very demanding
position because he is ex-
pected to heavily support the
offence and the defence. 

He will finish his high
school studies this year at
École secondaire de Rivière-
du-Loup, which offers a
sport-studies program in a
variety of disciplines, includ-
ing soccer, hockey, baseball
and basketball.

It is his fourth year in that
program. He was recruited by
Rivière-du-Loup coaches
during a regional selection of
players for Eastern Quebec
during the summer between
his secondary 1 and second-
ary 2 studies.

“They saw me there and
they invited me to go for a
tryout. I tried out and they se-
lected me,” explains James
Harrison. 

He progressed well during
his secondary 2, 3 and 4
school years. 

James Harrison, right, pays attention to what the coaches say.
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to  be  maintained  until  at  least  the  spring
Gilles Gagné

POINTE-À-LA-CROIX
 

–
The

 
weight

 
restrictions

 
im-

posed
 

on
 

July
 

19
 

by
 

Public
Works

 
Canada

 
due

 
to

 
preoc-

cupations
 

regarding
 

the
structure

 
will

 
be

 
maintained

until
 

the
 

spring
 

since
 

thor-
ough

 
repairs

 
will

 
be

 
carried

out
 

until
 

the
 

first
 

or
 

second
quarter

 
of

 
2020.

The
 

best
 

scenario
 

could
have

 
Public

 
Works

 
Canada

slightly

 

alleviate

 

those

 

re-
strictions

 

but

 

they

 

would

 

still
forbid

 

loaded

 

trucks

 

to

 

circu-
late

 

over

 

the

 

bridge

 

inaugu-
rated

 

in

 

1961.
“We

 

will

 

soon

 

know

 

more
about

 

the

 

nature

 

of

 

the

 

work
that

 

must

 

be

 

carried

 

out

 

on
the

 

bridge

 

to

 

restore

 

its

 

bear-
ing

 

capacity

 

as

 

we

 

are

 

wait-
ing

 

for

 

the

 

release

 

of

 

a

 

report
that

 

is

 

currently

 

prepared,
however,

 

we

 

can

 

say

 

that

 

no
major

 

work

 

will

 

be

 

under-

taken this fall and this win-
ter. It will require a call for
tenders,” says Charles
Drouin of Publics Works
Canada.

Since July 19, the weight
limits stand at 17 tonnes for
a single truck, 23 tonnes for a
truck and trailer, and 26
tonnes for a truck pulling two
trailers. Those numbers cor-
respond to the weight of
empty trucks. For example, a
truck pulling a standard

trailer full of wood or ore can
weigh up to 62.5 metric
tonnes.

Performed with the help
of so-called spider men, the
July inspections revealed
preoccupations regarding the
structure probably stemming
from the “original concep-
tion of the bridge,” combined
with almost 60 years of use
and the rising weight of
trucks over that period.

Over the last two

months, loaded trucks mak-
ing the return trip between
the Bay of Chaleur area and
the New Brunswick coast
east of Atholville have had
to cover 80 extra kilometres
in order to pass on another
interprovincial bridge, link-
ing Matapedia to Flatlands.
It takes an additional hour
for the numerous trucks
hauling forest and sea prod-
ucts to make that kind of re-
turn trip.

RéGÎM’s summer
shuttle service was a success
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - The RéGÎM’s VIA Rail summer shuttle transported 447 people between Gaspé and Camp-
bellton, a success in the eyes of the Gaspésie-Îles-de-la-Madeleine intermunicipal transportation board.

"It was pretty much in the numbers we had set. In terms of the budget, it respected the budget
forecasts. It was already planned that it would not pay for itself,” explains the President of the RÉGÎM,
Daniel Côté.

The board had estimated between 400 and 500 passengers and $35,000 for its operation but the ac-
tual costs were $36,000.

Despite several attempts to obtain help from the Ministry of Transport, no help from Quebec was
received.

The budget for this first summer shuttle was drawn from the organization’s accumulated surplus.
The RÉGÎM will be looking for partners for the shuttle during the Christmas holidays and the sum-
mer of 2020.

"This is the mandate given to the team to work with VIA Rail to re-establish the holiday route and
we also asked to find financial means to support this service.

The RÉGÎM adopted its 2020 budget in continuity with $ 3million, half of which comes from the
one-cent tax on every litre of gas sold in the Gaspé Peninsula and Magdalen Islands.
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