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Matapedia flood could have been avoided 

MATAPEDIA: – The April 21

flood in Matapedia has left

many business people and res-

idents quite dissatisfied with

the de-icing work carried out

by the Canadian Coast Guard,

which pulled its Sipu Muin

hovercraft out of the Res-

tigouche River on the after-

noon of April 18 to assign it to

ice-clearing duties in the fish-

ing harbour of Shippagan,

New Brunswick. 

The flood was caused by

an ice jam at the junction of

the Restigouche and Matape-

dia Rivers. The water level

suddenly rose  between 15 and

20 feet shortly after midnight.

Highway 132 was closed for

about 10 hours because there

was water on it just west of the

village. 

The 20 seniors living in the

CLSC residence were evacu-

ated at 2 a.m. as a precaution-

ary measure. Five small buses

for people with reduced mo-

bility were needed during the

evacuation. The residents

were sent to  Maria Hospital

until the following  afternoon.

Eleven other residents in

the village were evacuated

from their homes. The base-

ments of many buildings on

Des Saumons Street were

flooded, as well as the base-

ments of a few houses located

on Riverside Drive, a road lo-

cated along the Restigouche

River.

“It is criminal negligence

from the Coast Guard. They

left on Thursday (April 18) to

go and de-ice a fishing har-

bour while there were people

here potentially on the verge

of being flooded. It is like re-

fusing to assist someone in

danger. We were not as impor-

tant as the crab fishermen,”

says Pete Dubé, the owner of

Motel Restigouche.

The driveways of his busi-

ness were gouged by the ice,

which left deep crevasses.

Large patches of asphalt were

lifted and carried over several

metres. Some breaches

seemed to have been made by

bulldozers. Mr. Dubé has been

trying to sell his inn for years.

“I lost many opportunities

because of the flooding risk.

Yet, that risk should be mini-

mal should the hovercraft be

used properly. Our properties

lose a lot of value when we

experience a flood,” he adds.

Pete Dubé stresses that

studies carried out in New

Brunswick have proven that

the spring water flow of the

Restigouche River rose by

450% between 1962 and

2003. “Clear cuts are the main

reason behind that reality.

That’s why the risk of flood-

ing has increased so much and

that explains why the Coast

Guard must take the appropri-

ate measures to be here on

time.”

A few buildings away,

brothers Richard and André

Mill, respectively owners of

Garage Restigouche and

Pièces d’auto BM, still cannot

understand why the Canadian

Coast Guard hovercraft left

the area when the flooding

risk was so high. Shippagan is

located 200 kilometres away

from Matapedia and it takes

between four and five hours

for the hovercraft to cover that

stretch.

“We really think that it (the

flood) could have been

avoided. We know that they

(members of the hovercraft

crew) are doing their best but

it would take someone on

board who knows the river.

There has been a communica-

tion problem for some years.

A ship always uses a local

pilot. They should do the

same,” André Mill explains,

calmly, but firmly. 

The main floor of his store

was flooded by a few inches

of water. His brother

Richard’s garage sustained

more damage. It was flooded

by close to three metres of

water, so nine feet, about a

metre-and-a-half less than the

terrible flood of 1994.

This year, like he has done

for many years now, Richard

Mill, his son Greg and all the

staff emptied the garage of its

equipment and computers as

soon as worrying signs of

flooding appeared. This year,

some computerized and elec-

trical equipment of the service

station were heavily dam-

aged. 

“It makes for odd opera-

tions. We are waiting for the

flood and we are not fully op-

erational,” says Richard Mill

about the period that started

on April 14, almost a full

week before the flood.

The 1995-2007 stretch

Since the 1994 devastating

flood, the Canadian Coast

Guard assigns a hovercraft to

the Matapedia yearly. Be-

tween 1995 and 2007 inclu-

sively, a direct contact

between the Coast Guard and

a local committee of citizens

marked every intervention of

the hovercraft and no flood

occurred during those 13

springs. The members of the

Matapedia committee were fa-

miliar with the river and they

provided useful tips with re-

gards to the spots where de-

icing was needed. They were

often in the hovercraft during

the operations.

André and Richard Mill are convinced that the flood on April 21 could have been avoided
with proper intervention of the Canadian Coast Guard hovercraft.

Greg and Richard Mill in front of Garage Restigouche discuss reopening within a reason-
able period of time.
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Shuttle service
for train passengers
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - Following the success of the pilot project during the
2017 and 2018 holidays, the Régie intermunicipale de transport Gaspésie-
Îles-de-la-Madeleine (RéGIM) is setting up a summer shuttle service
for users of the VIA Rail train between Campbellton and Gaspé.

This additional service will allow people who travel on board
the Ocean train to or from Montreal to make the connection to
Gaspé. “People were asking for it. We tried it during the holidays
and it worked. We will also try it in the summer and we hope that
it will work,” says the President of the RéGIM, Daniel Côté.

At the 2018 celebrations, 187 people had boarded the shuttle
on the south side of the Gaspé Peninsula.

Mr. Côté wants a similar proportion for this summer, a hun-
dred passengers a week. In service between June 21 and Septem-
ber 2, the shuttle will also offer an inter-regional service. A person
who would like to take the service between Barachois and New
Carlisle could reserve his place from the VIA Rail site, to facilitate
travel, “as if we were taking the train,” says Mr. Côté.

Competing with Orléans Express

By adding this component to the summer shuttle, this intra-
regional link will compete with the services of Orléans Express,
which holds an exclusive bus passenger license on the Gaspé
Peninsula. “Legal verifications have been done and there does not
seem to be any problems on that side. If there is a problem, Ke-
olis will raise its hand and we will contest.”

Difficult to establish an operating budget.

“We’re going to talk about a few thousand dollars. We have the
amount of each shuttle, but we do not know if it will run every
day. If there is more traffic, there will be more self-financing. We
are talking about a budget of tens of thousands of dollars,” says
Mr. Côté. The service is offered without assistance from Quebec
since it does not fit into any program. It will be funded from the
$300,000 surplus from 2018.
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