
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:

Construction of new railway bridges to be accelerated
Temporary bridge on Road 299 to be ready within five weeks

Gilles Gagne

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES - 
Quebec’s Department of 
Transport announced on De
cember 9 that the construction 
of the two new railway 
bridges in Cascapedia-St-Jules 
will be accelerated so that they 
will be completed by Decem
ber 30 at the latest.

The acceleration of the 
bridges’ construction was ne
cessitated by the December 6 
permanent closure of the two 
old railway bridges, which 
had been constructed between 
1890 and 1894.

The east bridge was dam
aged slightly by the flooding 
that occurred cm December 1 
and 2. but as a result of that, a. 
more a serious problem in
volving structural damage was 
discovered.

Preliminary tests and in
spections on the old bridges 
took place on December 5 and 
at that time the structural dam
age was not apparent.

On the morning of Decem
ber 6 during the passage of 
three locomotives, a test be
fore the expected circulation 
of a windmill blade train, a 
structural beam moved sidc-
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After that the Gaspesie 

Railway Society made the de
cision to permanently close 
the two old bridges, and con
tacted Transports Quebec to 
advocate expediting the com
pletion of the two new 
bridges.

While announcing the pos
itive decision about the new 

capcdia River flood, will be 
replaced within four to six 
weeks, Considering that the 
announcement was made on 
December 9, it will be less 
than five weeks, by mid-De
cember.

As for the two railway 
bridges, they were supposed 
to be open to traffic for the 
summer of 2021. Since under

,(We were expecting a de
livery of the bridges over the 
spring. The fact that they are 
delivered at the end of the 
month is really ideal/’ reacted 
Eric Dube, president of the 
Gaspesie Railway Society, the 
transporter in charge of oper
ating freight trains between 
Matapedia and New Rich
mond,

of trees piled up and touched 
parts of the new and old 
bridges. The logs had to be 
cleared before canying out an 
inspection on the bridges. That 
operation look three full days.

This is when the Gaspesie 
Rai I way Society consu I ted 
Transports Quebec to acceler
ate the completion of the new 
bridges, due to the pointless
ness of putting efforts into re
furbishing bridges that will be 
replaced.

The windmill blade train 
supposed to pass on Decem
ber 6 will remain in New 
Richmond until the end of the 
month. An empty windmill 
blade train scheduled to arrive 
on December 12 or 13 will be 
loaded in Nouvelle just west 
of the Leclerc siding which is 
the terminal where cement 
cars initially loaded in. New 
Richmond, are filled to capac
ity.

Until the new’ bridges in 
Cascapedia-St-Jules are func
tional, all the cement is and 
will be loaded in Nouvelle.

railway bridges, Transports 
Quebec also stated that the 
Kilometre 12.5 bridge at 
White Brook, heavily dam
aged by the same Grand Cas- 

taking the $22.4 million job in 
July 2019, the contractor, 
Hamel Construction, was able 
to carry out their construction 
taster than expected.

Freight trains cannot circu
late between New Richmond 
and Nouvelle since December 
1 because the flood created 
such a log jam that hundreds 

“In January, there will be 
no limitation of loads on the
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Cascapedia-St-Jules bridges. 
We will pass on new bridges. 
We will be able to load all the 
cement in New Richmond/’ 
points out trie Dube.

Since 2017, because of the 
limited bearing capacity of the 
Cascapedia-St-Jules old rail
way bridges, die Gaspesie 
Railway Society was forced, to 
share cement car loading be
tween two terminals, in New 
Richmond and Nouvelle.

Transports Quebec, the 
owner of the line since 2015, 
imposed a restriction of 10 
fully loaded cars per week on 
those structures, but no weekly 
limit if the cars were just par
tially loaded in New Rich
mond, at two-thirds of their 
capacity. The traffic created by 
McInnis Cement in New Rich
mond and Nouvelle often 
reaches 40 cars per week.

Claire Pouliot, spokesper
son of Transports Quebec, 
points out that the acceleration 
of the railway bridges' con
struction will cost $1,5M more 
than the projected tag of 
S22.4M “as $800,000 will go 
to damage repairs and 
$700,000 for work accelera
tion/’

She stresses that it will not 
be necessary for the contrac
tor to work around the clock, 
seven days a week, to deliver 
the bridges on or before De
cember 30, since the closure 
of the old bridges will facili
tate the contractor’s task 
“they had to stop work when 
a train was passing, for safety 
reasons/1

Since December 7, workers 
of the Gaspesie Railway Soci
ety have been helping Hamel 
Construction in the rush to fin
ish the two new bridges before 
the end of December. Those 
workers stalled removing the 
rails for the eventual installa

tion of the new railbed, a few 
metres to the south.

A temporary bridge at
White Brook soon

As for the Road 299 bridge 
at White Brook, it will be re
placed by a temporary struc
ture before the end of January, 
adds Ms. Pouliot.

"The work is already 
started/’ she says. The remains 
of the former bridge have been 
used since the day following 
the flood as a passerelle for the 
11 people residing between 
Kilometer 12.5 and. 17.

A better passerelle was in
stalled and was functional as of 
December 12.

Claire Pouliot says that the 
floods of December I and 2 
caused damage amounting to 
SUM to the Gaspe Peninsula 
road network under the respon
sibility of Transports Quebec.

The mayor of Cascapedia- 
St-Jules, Gaetan Boudreau, 
who had promised to keep a 
close eye on the situation in the 
aftermath of the flood, ex
pressed relief upon reading lhe 
message he received from 
Transports Quebec.

“The lack of a bridge pre
vents the municipality from 
properly serving the citizens 
living on the other side of 
White Brook, Our fire truck 
can’t go to the other side, or an 
ambulance or any emergency 
vehicle. The new passerelle al
lows us to give certain sendees, 
like running errands. The Cas
capedia River Society leaves a 
vehicle there for that purpose. 
Transports Quebec will then 
put a used bridge bought in 
2018 when Trout Brook de
stroyed the Road 299 bridge. 
They had bought two used 
bridges. The first one was well 
installed. We call it our tempo
rary-permanent bridge now. It 
was supposed to be replaced 
this year but the CO VID crisis 
Mayor Boudreau.




