ESTABLISHED » MAY 1975

VOLUME 46 /NO 26, JULY 1, 2020

Contract 400119680
$1.50 (Tax included)

Votre \.p
gouvernement

but continue
to protect yourself!

Information and advice inside.

Québec

Many calls for tenders are about to
turn into work contracts on the railway

@ Gilles Gagné
NEW RICHMOND - Several
calls for tenders are currently
or will soon be released by
Quebec’s Department of
Transport for the refurbish-
ment of the Matapedia to
Gaspé railway, mainly the part
situated east of Caplan, a part
of which has been inactive
since 2014.

Most of the calls for tender
will have to do with the refur-
bishment and the construction
of new bridges between Ca-
plan and Port Daniel. Al-
though work will also be
carried out between Port
Daniel and Gaspé.

For now, the complete re-
opening of the line to Gaspé
remains scheduled for 2025.

One of the new calls for
tenders pertains to the repairs
of the bridge spanning over
the Port Daniel River, the
structure that passes in the
middle of the village. It will be
a major contract, as the sum
earmarked by Transports
Québec for that bridge ranges
between $15 million and
$19,999,999. Certain elements
of the structure have insuffi-
cient bearing capacity and the
foundations must also be sig-
nificantly upgraded, stated a
document released on June 25
by Transports Québec.

Calls for tenders are also
under analysis for works that
must be carried out on the
Ruisselet Bridge in Caplan.
The amount earmarked for
that project ranges between $5
million and $10 million. An-
other call for tenders should
be released soon for the up-
grading of the Little Port
Daniel River bridge, located
just west of the Port Daniel
train station.

The same Transports
Québec document specifies
that geotechnical and hy-
draulic studies are ongoing in
order to identify the spots that
are prone to coastal erosion
and submersion. The calls for
tenders related to some of
these works will be issued in

2020. It is the case for a rock-
slide located in the Douglas-
town area.

This year as well, a signif-
icant number of plans and
specifications will be prepared
so to put back in working
order 20 structures requiring
repairs or reconstruction be-
tween Port Daniel and Gaspé.
Four consulting firms are
sharing the engineering work
that must be carried out before
physical work begins.

The situation is more ad-
vanced between Caplan and
Port Daniel-Gascons. The
next months will be spent in
preparatory works required to
undertake the construction and
repairs of eight structures.

One specialized crew is
studying how the rockslide lo-
cated just east of the Port
Daniel cement plant will be
repaired. That rockslide took
place in 2014. As in the case
of Douglastown, the track will
likely be moved sideways
over a certain distance.

Started in 2016, some more
trackwork will also take place
this year. A contract was
awarded to a firm that will
change 15,000 ties and 2,000
tie plates between Port Daniel
and Gaspé. That contract also
includes surfacing work over
29.2 miles along the same

8

stretch.

Ballast was also spread re-
cently between New Rich-
mond and Caplan and, more
recently between Caplan and
New Carlisle. The contractors
whose services have been re-
tained by Transports Québec
have made two large piles of
ballast in Saint-Siméon and
New Carlisle.

Since standard trains can-
not use the track east of Ca-
plan, two small ballast cars
pulled by a truck equipped to
circulate on the tracks are
spreading the ballast between
Saint-Siméon and New
Carlisle.

Since May 11, a thorough
rail anchor job was also car-
ried out east of Matapedia and
almost to New Richmond.

Many grade crossings have
also been changed along the
line.

The president of the
Gaspésie Railway Society,
Eric Dubé, wants to know if
Transports Québec will be
able to speed up the traffic re-
sumption schedule, which
calls for full service resump-
tion between Matapedia and
Gaspé in 2025.

“I am glad to see that it is
moving faster now. They are
working on the bridges. They
are changing ties and engi-

gineering work must be done to determine if bridges will
e replaced or upgraded. The Bréche a Manon bridge in
the east part of Grand River will be replaced, according to

neering firms are drawing the
plans and specifications for
the structures that must be up-
graded or changed between
Caplan and Port Daniel,” he
emphasizes.

Transports Québec’s docu-
ment confirms that the two
new bridges in Cascapedia-
Saint-Jules should be put in
service at the end of 2021. The
first bridge is almost ready
and construction work on the
second has started. Currently,
the cement cars passing on the
old bridges are only loaded at
two-thirds of their capacity at

the New Richmond terminal
and the load is completed at a
second terminal in Nouvelle.

Thirteen structures need
work between Caplan and
Port-Daniel and their refur-
bishment or reconstruction
should be completed by 2022,
which will at last allow the
MclInnis Cement plant to have
direct access to the railway.

Transports Québec expects
to open the Percé to Gaspé
stretch of the line in 2024,
which would include the serv-
ice resumption of the Amiral
tourist train. The full service
over the entire Matapedia-
Gaspé line remains scheduled
for 2025.

SPEC has asked Transports
Québec authorities to specify
if an acceleration of the work
can be applied to the Gaspé
Peninsula railway, as men-
tioned when the CAQ govern-
ment Bill 61 was tabled before
the end of the National As-
sembly session, only to be
postponed until the fall. So far,
Transports Québec has been
unable to answer that ques-
tion.

Transports Québec has an
envelope of $235 million for
the upgrading of the Gaspé
Peninsula railway. The federal
government added $45.8 mil-
lion in August 2019, just be-
fore the electoral campaign.

The Port Daniel-Gascons rockslide will necessitat
.- moving the railway to the north by several metres.
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