
CHANDLER - A small
group marched in protest on
Saturday, September 12, to
voice their objections against
the mandatory use of masks
in Quebec.

The Chandler event Man-
ifestation pour la libération
du peuple (Demonstration
for the liberation of the peo-
ple) was attended by 19 anti-
mask demonstrators who
included people from as far
as Percé and Paspebiac.

The group met at the Cen-
tre Sportif Clément Trem-
blay in Chandler at 1 p.m.
and began their march at
1:56 p.m. along with a police
escort.

During their 2.7-kilometre
march, protestors shouted slo-
gans such as “Libérez le peo-
ple!” (Free the people!) and
carried signs that read, “Un pe-
uple uni sera toujours vain-
queurs” (A united people will
always be victorious).

Some passing vehicles
honked to encourage the pro-
testors, however, some peo-
ple were upset and shouted
their disdain with one crying
out, “They don’t understand
anything!” (Ils ont rien com-
pris encore!).

This event is the first one
in a series of weekly demon-
strations entitled “Saturday
Demos” or “Les Manifs du
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Samedi” and is organized by
the group Action Coordina-
tion.

The local coordinator in
Chandler, Nicolas Vallée,
says that he had hopes for
more people to attend, but
that he was confident that the
number will grow in time.
Vallée says that there were
plans to have bus transporta-
tion to shuttle demonstrators
from Gaspé so they could
participate.

Action Coordination,
which has been active since
August 20, describes them-
selves as “… a non-partisan
initiative to coordinate
peaceful actions and demon-
strations across Quebec and

Canada.” According to the
group’s facebook page, its

goals are to “end the state of
emergency concerning health

(pandemic); to end systemic
corruption; to stop the cen-
sorship of the media, profes-
sionals and scientists; and to
protect the future of our chil-
dren.”  The group organizes
weekly demonstrations, held
on Saturdays, throughout the
province of Quebec.

Further demonstrations
are planned in Montreal,
Quebec City, Trois-Rivières,
Chicoutimi, Gatineau,
Rouyn-Noranda, Sherbrooke
and Rimouski. In the Gaspé,
demonstrations are planned
in Matane and Chandler.

There are currently 1,362
people who like Action Co-
ordination’s facebook page
and 30 people on facebook
interested in the weekly
demonstration in Chandler.

Protestor holds sign saying “A united
people will always be victorious.”
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On Saturday, September 12, 19 anti-maskers attended a protest in Chandler.

COVID-19: The virus is still present on the Coast

Nelson Sergerie

GASPÉ - Even though
COVID-19 is less active on the
Gaspé Peninsula, the virus re-
mains present.

This is the message from
the Regional Director of Public
Health, Dr. Yv Bonnier Viger,
as the Lower Saint Lawrence
has seen its number of cases
double in the matter of 10 days.

The Gaspé has recorded a
dozen cases since September
10, but nothing comparable to
the neighboring region.

Maintaining sanitary rules
helps prevent an outbreak. “It’s
a big reminder that the four
ground rules must be followed

at all times. You never know
where the virus will be, but it’s
there,” states the director.

Rimouski remains the des-
ignated location to treat pa-
tients who require hospita-
lization. 

Screening tests for COVID-
19 are now analyzed in Maria
and Chandler for the samples
taken in the Bay of Chaleur
and Rocher-Percé areas. Gaspé
and Sainte-Anne-des-Monts
will also soon have these capa-
bilities, but for the time being
their analyzes are done in Ri-
mouski.

With the situation in the
Lower Saint Lawrence, the
Gaspé health network remains

vigilant.
“The machines (lab equip-

ment) we have here are much
less efficient. We have not had
any significant delays in pro-
duction so far,” says Dr. Yv
Bonnier Viger.

Noting the situation in the
neighbouring region of the
Lower Saint Lawrence, elected
officials in the region are ob-
serving the situation closely.

“We knew there would be
this second wave. Currently, in
the Gaspé, we are doing rela-
tively well. We will thank the
citizens because it is the disci-
pline of the citizens and busi-
nesses that has ensured that
until now in the Gaspé Penin-

sula, we are still green and we
are trying to stay there,” states
the president of the Gaspé
Peninsula Table of Prefects,
Nadia Minassian.

Even if, up to now (Septem-
ber 16) no cases have occurred
at the Cégep de la Gaspésie et
des Îles, management is not in-
different to the current situation
in the Lower Saint Lawrence,
where the establishments in La
Pocatière (including the Institut
de technologie agroalimen-
taire), Rivière-du-Loup and Ri-
mouski had to suspend their
activities due to an outbreak
linked to student parties.

The dean, Yolaine Arse-
neau, emphasizes that the stu-

dents respect the directives is-
sued on the campuses, in par-
ticular in Gaspé, which has
residences.

She hasn’t heard of any
risky events taking place.
“There haven't been any gath-
erings of that magnitude. On
all our campuses, our rules are
clear and young people follow
them well. From what I hear,
young people feel safe.”

An emergency plan has
been in place since the spring.
“It doesn't prevent us from
having cases, but we want to be
prepared to respond, depend-
ing on the campus and the ex-
tent of the spread, if it does,"
says Ms. Arseneau.

Police report
A September 2 drug bust carried out by the Sûreté du Québec at an
apartment on Legros Street in Gaspé yielded 6,000 methampheta-
mine pills, a certain quantity of  drug that could be GHB, 100 steroid
pills, some cash and an array of  tools commonly used in drug traf-
ficking. The apartment tenant, a 27-year-old man, was arrested by the
police officers when he returned to his home several hours later. He
was brought to the police station, where he was questioned. He was
released after a few hours but he will be summoned to appear in court
at a later date that has not yet been determined. He could face charges
of  drug possession and drug possession for the purpose of  traffick-
ing. Sûreté du Québec spokesperson Sgt. Claude Doiron points out
that the investigation is ongoing in that file and that additional people
could eventually be questioned by police officers.

---
On September 11, Sûreté du Québec officers carried out a drug bust
in a Sainte-Anne-des-Monts house located on Fifth Avenue West. The
operation was carried out by the Haute Gaspésie detachment of  the
police force. The police seized 64 methamphetamine pills, 1,430 con-
traband cigarettes, a certain sum of  cash and some tools used in drug
trafficking. A 61-year-old man living in the house was arrested, taken
to the Sûreté du Québec office, questioned and later released. He will
eventually be summoned to appear in court and face drug-related
charges. The investigation is ongoing in that case.

----
A September 17 fire completely destroyed a single-dwelling house on
Guesclin Road in Sainte-Thérèse-de-Gaspé. The firefighters of  that
village were called at 6 a.m. There was nobody in the house when the
fire broke out. The incident is still under investigation.

RéGÎM free summer service
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - The free service offered by the Régie intermunicipale de
transport Gaspésie-Îles-de-la-Madeleine (RéGÎM) between July 1 and
August 31 attracted approximately 8,200 users this summer.

The president of  the RéGÎM, Daniel Côté, emphasizes that,
despite a drop of  2,000 passengers compared to the summer of
019, he is satisfied.

“We expected a drastic drop.  If  we had not offered free ac-
cess, the drop would probably have been really huge,” the pres-
ident says.

The RéGÎM adopted its 2021 budget, up by $100,000 to $3.1
million. Inflation and an adjustment in the wage structure fol-
lowing an analysis explains this slight increase.

Fearing a sharp drop in gasoline tax revenues in the spring, a
consequence of  an uncertain tourist season during a pandemic,
the surprise is considerable.

“We anticipated a loss. Honestly, we're lining up to numbers
similar to last year, between $1.3 million and $1.5 million. We
had budgeted $1.1 million,” says Mr. Côté with relief.

The authority plans to develop a real-time service application
in the next year while completing the installation of  bus shelters
launched last year.

VIA Rail shuttle

If  VIA Rail resumes its service to the Maritimes in Novem-
ber as planned, the RéGÎM will offer its holiday shuttle to the
Campbellton station.

For the moment, nothing is available on the resumption of
passenger train service, indicates Mr. Côté, who is ready to restart
the shuttle service.

“There is undoubtedly a peculiarity with regard to the bubbles
between New Brunswick and Quebec. This is surely problem-
atic. We are ready to renew the agreement under the same con-
ditions," says Mr. Côté

Last year, 169 passengers used the loss-making service to the
tune of  $8,000.

In addition, the agreement between the Gaspé and Keolis for
the services of  Orléans Express is renewed as is, despite the pan-
demic.

The five MRCs pay $37,500 and Quebec pays the difference
for a total of  $150,000.

Mr. Côté says that even though, Orléans Express experienced
a reduction in income since it had to reduce the number of  pas-
sengers because of  the pandemic, he’s satisfied with the com-
pany’s desire to continue serving the region.
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