
ESSB schools should be ready by May 11, but ESTA 
president has doubts about the government’s motives

time,” explains Gillian

O’Rourke Garrett.

Safety is a great concern for

the parents, the teachers and

the support staff working in the

schools. Will the schools be

safe on May 11 after all the

preparation work is carried

out?

“There are certainly a num-

ber of safety concerns that exist

with having elementary school

age students present. Social

distancing is not a challenge,

it's an impossibility. Realisti-

cally keeping students two me-

tres apart at all times will not

be possible.  If educators in

daycares should have masks,

why not teachers and support

staff?  How can we teach stu-

dents when we have to limit

what they touch? Government

guidelines require handwash-

ing 10 times per day. What

NEW RICHMOND: – Eight of

the ten Eastern Shores School

Board (ESSB) schools will re-

open to students on May 11, a

week after the return of the

teachers, who must prepare

those schools and make them

safe, sanitary-wise, given the

COVID-19 threat to people’s

health.

Gillian O’Rourke Garrett,

president of the Eastern Shores

Teachers Association (ESTA),

mentions that the Gaspé Penin-

sula elementary schools were

not ready on May 1, when she

answered SPEC’s questions,

but she was expecting them to

be ready by May 11.

“School staff is returning to

the schools on May 4 and will

have a week to figure out how

they will manage all of the

government requirements.

Since the announcement was

made on April 27, school staff

has been communicating con-

cerning how they will manage

this new reality. Unfortunately,

the government has been very

slow to provide school boards

with information about the re-

opening of schools.  Two

weeks may seem like a lot to

the government but with the

amount of different questions

that need to be answered, two

weeks is not nearly enough

What are the real motives 

behind school resumption?

Ms. O’Rourke Garrett is still

looking for some answers

when she analyzes the Quebec

government decision to reopen

the elementary schools.

“What is the purpose of re-

opening schools right now?  Is

it education or is it daycare?  If

the issue is childcare, then let's

be honest about it.  If teachers

are needed to provide child-

care, fine, but could the gov-

ernment not be honest about

it? If the reason is for educa-

tion, why keep secondary

schools closed until the fall?

What are children supposed to

do at recess if they have to stay

two metres apart, can't use

playground equipment or even

a ball?  There are so many

questions that the ministry

can't answer at this point. All

of that uncertainty is creating

a lot of anxiety among teach-

ers, support staff, parents and

students, in a time that is al-

ready very stressful.  The min-

istry has no clear plan on how

schools can realistically follow

their restrictions and that's

dangerous. Schools and school

boards have been given two

weeks to figure out solutions

to hundreds of questions,” she

criticizes.

“Anyone over the age of 60 is

advised to stay home. This in-

cludes many categories of em-

ployees. The schools will look

at reorganizing their staffs.

This is why it is so important

for parents to advise schools

one week in advance whether

their child will be present or

not.  Given the tight restrictions

on who is allowed in the

school, I would assume that

volunteers will not be al-

lowed,” she points out.

happens in classrooms with no

sinks?” she asks. 

There are many volunteers

in the ESSB schools, some of

them older than 60 or 70. In

fact, some employees are part

of that age group. The meas-

ures adopted to deal with that

reality could demobilize many

people for a while, underlines

Gillian O’Rourke Garrett, who

has been working for ESSB

since 2005, and the last nine

years at Shigawake-Port

Daniel School.

Gilles Gagné

Modifying buses to meet COVID-19 safety measures

CARLETON-SUR-MER: - School transporters will have to modify

their buses to ensure the protection of their drivers when classes re-

sume on May 11.

However, this protection will not be easy. Ten thousand buses

will need to be modified, at an average cost of $1,000 per vehicle.

Transport Baie-des-Chaleurs in Carleton-sur-Mer has about thirty

buses.  "It is really not easy to have the equipment to make the mod-

ifications, especially if the demand for plexiglass is high. These are

all questions we have," says managing director Gilles Pelletier.

The demand for this protective glass has exploded in recent

weeks and carriers fear that they will not find all the panels neces-

sary to protect drivers.

The diversity of the various bus fleets makes it a difficult task.

"It’s still a large volume. Who will pay the bill? We don't know yet.

We haven't had any directives on that," says Pelletier.
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It costs $1,000 to modify each school bus
and the supplies needed are in high demand.
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Société du chemin de fer de la Gaspésie
will end the year with a deficit
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - The Société du chemin de fer de la Gaspésie is heading for a deficit of half a million
dollars for its fiscal year which ended on April 30.

This is indicated by its president, Éric Dubé, but he still needs to complete his accounting
balance sheet in the coming weeks to formalize this projection.

“The explanations are simple: the CN strike in the fall, the Listuguj Aboriginal blockade in
February and the COVID-19 pandemic,” says president Éric Dubé.

“It has an impact on our income as much as on our expenses." The impact of these
crises on revenues is estimated at $1.5 million on forecasts of $9 million this year.

The slowdown in activities at Temrex and McInnis due to the pandemic has reduced rail
traffic in recent weeks. Traffic will be more normal in the coming days. "Temrex informed us
that the company was going back to two shifts, which means that we will return to our more
normal traffic," says Mr. Dubé.

The company had planned a balanced budget for its fiscal year.
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