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As the lightning hits in Hope Town.  
Credit: Lynda MacWhirter

Diane Skinner
 

On Augut  26, the Gaspé 
Peninsula received several 
alerts issued by Environment 
Canada .  The  entire 
region  was  under  the 
threat  of  se - vere 
thunderstorms .  The 
warnings included the likeli-
hood of strong winds, heavy 
rain and hail. During the 
mid-afternoon a very un-
usual, for this region, alert 
was issued about the possi-

 

Staying safe in a tonado

Many areas of the Gaspé Peninsula received  
tornado warnings on the afternoon of August 26 
Thollowing are photo submissions from our facebook followers 

Gaspésie Railway Society president  
concerned about bridge situation
NEW RICHMOND – Éric 
Dubé, president of the 
Gaspésie Railway Society, ex-
presses an increasing worry 
about the time taken by Trans-
ports Québec to issue calls for 
tenders pertaining to the re-
pairs or reconstruction of the 
bridges located between Ca-
plan and Port Daniel. 

He admits that the 
Gaspésie Railway Society, as 
former owner of the Matape-
dia to Gaspé line, a status that 
was abandoned due to finan-
cial reasons in late 2014 and 
early 2015, is sometimes ill-
placed to comment on such a 
delicate situation, considering 
that Transports Québec has 
agreed to repair the railway, a 

costly endeavour.
“Honestly, about every 

public infrastructure under-

taken recently is late in deliv-
ering. That’s what we see at 
the municipal level. The pan-

demic complicates everything, 
and there is a shortage of man-
power in many fields,” he first 
explains. 

“Considering the fact that 
it takes weeks before the pub-
lication of a call for tenders 
and the beginning of work it-
self, I am starting to wonder 
how the four bridges that need 
to be upgraded, including the 
one that has to be replaced, 
will be ready before the end of 
2022. Let’s say that by the end 
of September, I’ll be very wor-
ried if there is no call for ten-
ders out yet,” adds Éric Dubé.  

It took six weeks for Trans-
ports Québec to close the Port 
Daniel Centre railway bridge 
call for tenders, issued on May 
29, 2020. That contract is cur-
rently underway but it was 

awarded weeks after the bid-
ding closure of July 10, 2020. 
Work started in September, 
more than three months after 
the issuance of the call for 
bids. 

Five weeks were required 
to close the Caplan’s Ruisselet 
bridge call for tenders, which 
was out on June 12, 2020. 
Bidding was closed on July 
17. Work started in September 
and the bridge was delivered 
in May, 2021, four months 
ahead of schedule. However, a 
construction halt was compul-
sory over the summer because 
of the nearby campground and 
the contractor, Hamel Con-
struction, accelerated the pace 
to avoid coming back after the 
hot season. 

    Cont'd on page 12
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Gaspésie Railway president Éric Dubé says that if there is no 
new call for tenders issued by the end of September, he will 
be very worried.

  Cont'd on page 12

“Based on that efficiency 
of the contractors, the four 
bridges can be delivered be-
fore the end of 2022, but 
things have to move now,” 
concludes Éric Dubé. 

The Cascapedia-Saint 
Jules bridges were also de-
livered in advance. The con-
tract was awarded over the 
spring of 2019 after four 

GASPESIE RAILWAY:
Cont'd from page 11 weeks of a call for tenders 

that closed on April 29 of 
that year. Work started at the 
end of June 2019 and the 
two bridges, valued close to 
$23 million, were open to 
train traffic in an emergency 
context, on December 23-
24, 2020, as the two old pre-
vious structures had been 
decommissioned 18 days 
before. A flood led to their 
closure. 
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