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Regional issues tackled at first electoral debate  
for the Gaspé Peninsula Magdalen Islands riding 

S A I N T E - A N N E - D E S -
MONTS - The first debate of 
the electoral campaign in the 
Gaspé Peninsula Magdalen 
Islands riding took place in a 
relatively calm manner with 
only a few heated discus-
sions. 

The absence of outgoing 
Liberal Member of Parliament 
Diane Lebouthillier from this 
debate on September 2 at the 
Maison de la culture in Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts certainly had 
an impact on the other partic-
ipants who had prepared for 
their attacks on her, since she 
must defend Justin Trudeau’s 
governmental management in 
this early election. 

 

Vaccination and climate 
change created controversy 

 

The absence of Diane 
Lebouthillier because the can-

didate of the People's Party of 
Canada, Christian Rioux, is 
not vaccinated steered the de-
bate on health measures and 
the freedom of choice. 

“The vaccine does not pre-
vent transmission. It has been 
verified by the CDC (Centers 
of Disease Control and Pre-
vention). The vaccine does not 
prevent you from having it 

(COVID-19) nor does it pre-
vent it from being transmitted. 
So what's the point of being 
vaccinated?” questions Mr. 
Rioux. 

“I am very sorry for the 
healthcare workers. We are 
here for you,” replied Mr. 
Bernatchez. 

Conservative Jean-Pierre 
Pigeon criticized the Liberal’s 

slowness in reacting at the 
very beginning of the pan-
demic. He  subsequently de-
fended the Conservatives’ 
position on climate change 
when activists rejected a reso-
lution to this effect during the 
last session, Mr. Pigeon stated 
that seven of the ten provin-
cial associations supported the 
principle. 

Christian Rioux denies the 
impact of humans on the phe-
nomenon of climate change. 
"I find it unfortunate that peo-
ple rely on politicians, ac-
tivists and artists rather than 
relying on science," says Mr. 
Rioux. 

"Maybe you are not listen-
ing to the right scientists," the 
Bloc candidate told him. 

 

Other topics

 
 

Guy Bernatchez evokes a 
decentralization of jobs to the 
regions among the measures 
of his party's platform. 

Everyone agrees that the 
issue of the gantry crane and 
the Grande-Rivière wintering 
wharf needs to happen. 

The candidates debated for 
an hour and a half. The debate 
also included issues of em-
ployment, labour shortages, 
housing and economic vitality.  

A few spectators came to 
listen to the discussions. 

Three candidates debated for an hour and a half in Sainte-Anne-des-Monts.
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Diane Lebouthillier walks out of debate

S A I N T E - A N N E - D E S -
MONTS - Because the candi-
date of the People's Party of 
Canada was not vaccinated, the 
outgoing Liberal Member of 
Parliament for Gaspésie-Les 
Îles-de-la-Madeleine, Diane 
Lebouthillier, refused to partic-
ipate in a debate organized by 
L'Avantage Gaspésie and 
Gaspésie Nouvelles on Sep-

tember 2 at the Maison de la 
culture in Sainte-Anne-des-
Monts. 

This twist took participants 
and organizers by surprise as 
Christian Rioux confirmed that 
he had not received the vaccine 
against COVID-19. 

“The population has been 
confined to their homes for a 
year and a half. We have 
worked hard to get vaccines 
and we have a person who is 
seated in the front who is not 
vaccinated and who is against 
the vaccine, there is no ques-
tion of that,” exclaimed Ms. 
Lebouthillier in the entrance 
hall of the Maison de la culture, 
a few moments before leaving 
the scene in front of spectators 
who were not aware of what 
was happening. 

Bloc Québécois candidate 
Guy Bernatchez couldn’t be-
lieve this stroke of brilliance on 
Minister Lebouthillier’s part. 
Not wanting to react to the fact, 
he took part in the debate and 
made an assumption regarding 
Ms. Lebouthillier's departure, 
once the debate was over. 

"I think it was already 
planned. It shows a certain fear 
on her part to face me in a de-
bate. Am I okay with Mr. 
Rioux not having his Vaxi-
code? No, because everyone 
has to do their part,” stated Mr. 
Bernatchez. 

“I can understand the depar-
ture of Ms. Lebouthillier. It was 
her choice. For the Conserva-
tive Party, it is freedom of  
choice. Get vaccinated. (...) but 
people manage their own 
health. I would have preferred 
Mr. Rioux to have been vacci-
nated. I can understand, but it 
is his choice," stated Mr. Pi-
geon who was alongside 
Maxime Bernier's candidate on 
the debate stage. 

The People's Party of 
Canada candidate justified 
himself. 

“When she arrived she said 
I had to go or else she wasn't 
participating. I had to be ex-
cluded. I found that unaccept-
able. I respected the rules that 
had been established. I respect 
the rules in force in Quebec,” 
explains Christian Rioux. 

The organizers had checked 
with Public Health: the specta-
tors had to be vaccinated, but 

the participants in the debate 
and the technical platform staff 
were exempt. 

Diane Lebouthillier's seat re-
mained empty during this first 
debate in the Gaspé Peninsula 
and Magdalen Islands.

Gaspésie-Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine candidates

Avignon-La Mitis-Matane-Matapédia candidates

 

Guy Bernatchez Bloc québécois 

Diane Lebouthillier Liberal Party of Canada (outgoing) 

Monique Leduc Free Party Canada

Lisa Phung New Democratic Party

Jean-Pierre Pigeon Conservative Party of Canada

Christian Rioux People’s Party of Canada

Éric Barnabé People’s Party of Canada

Germain Dumas Conservative Party of Canada 

Mélanie Gendron Free Party Canada

Christel Marchand New Democratic Party 

Kristina Michaud  Bloc québécois (outgoing) 

Louis-Éric Savoie Liberal Party of Canada   
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Mrs. Lebouthillier, we request that your gov-
ernment take immediate action and work with 
VIA Rail to set up a plan to resume passenger 
train services in stages on the Gaspé Peninsula 
as soon as possible. Currently our railroad is 
fully repaired and safe for passenger trains be-
tween Matapedia – New Richmond – Caplan. 

Technically, VIA Rail could resume passenger 
train service to New Richmond or Caplan now. 
We strongly urge that the service should be re-
sumed to New Carlisle as soon as the tracks are 
ready and the next step would be Chandler 
which is an important city and has a hospital. 
Next step would be Percé (tourist capital of Que-
bec) and finally Gaspé as a last step. 
Proposed stages for resuming service 
- New Richmond or Caplan: now (August 2021) 
– the tracks are ready and safe; 
- New Carlisle: Fall 2022; 
- Chandler: as soon as the tracks are available 
and safe; 
- Percé: as soon as the tracks are available and 
safe; 
- Gaspé: summer of 2025 or before. 

Major track maintenance work has been 
done, the two railroad bridges in Cascapedia-
Saint-Jules have been replaced at a cost of 
$22.5 million and Caplan bridge fully replaced at 
cost of $6 million. MTQ has invested $80 million 
so far in repairs. 

We have the official confirmation from the So-
ciété du chemin de fer de la Gaspésie that the 
tracks are fully safe for immediate return of VIA 
Rail passenger service from Matapedia to New 
Richmond. 

Since May 2017 the Quebec government 
(MTQ) has set aside $235 million to repair the 
entire Matapedia to Gaspé railroad. The federal 
government also contributed $45,8 million to 
help repair and protect our railroad from coastal 
erosion. 

Climate change and the actions that need to 
be taken can no longer be delayed. The latest 
report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC)1 sounds the alarm for 

everyone and Canada is among the top three 
per capita emitters of carbon dioxide in the 
world. 

There are no small gains and the use of the 
VIA Rail passenger train in the Gaspé Peninsula 
will contribute to the reduction of greenhouse 
gases. 

The people on the Gaspé Coast are impa-
tiently awaiting the return of the VIA Rail passen-
ger train (which has been missing for eight 
years). VIA Rail stated at the 2021 annual public 
meeting that they will return when the railway is 
fully repaired and safe to Gaspé in 2025. 

This is a insult and clearly unacceptable. All 
Gaspesians needing the train and cannot wait 
until 2025. The service has to be restored as 
soon as possible in stages. In 2018, during a 
visit to New Richmond, former VIA Rail president 
Yves Desjardins-Siciliano was open to returning 
in stages, like to New Carlisle first. 

With a return of the passenger train service in 
stages, a RÉGÎM shuttle bus service could pro-
vide connecting service to Gaspé, ensuring full 
service between Montreal and Gaspé. 

The people on the Gaspé Coast need VIA 
Rail passenger train service to travel outside the 
region for healthcare, visit family, and for people 
to visit this beautiful region. Traveling by bus or 
plane is not an option for most people. The bus 
is uncomfortable with no place especially for 
seniors to rest. Traveling by plane is far too ex-
pensive for most people. The train is the most 
comfortable and affordable way for most people 
to travel. 

A sum of $415.8 million has been required by 
VIA Rail to supplement its funding and its lack of 
revenue for the fiscal year ending on December 
31, 2020, from the Government of Canada. We 
as taxpayers cannot accept that we have to pay 
more and have less train service (no service at 
all in the case of the Gaspe Peninsula). 

We need your strong support for the return of 
the VIA Rail passenger train as soon as possible 
on the Gaspé Coast. We ask you to contact and 
plan a face-to-face meeting with your colleague, 

Omar Alghabra, Minister of Transport of Canada, 
in order to find solutions and actions to quickly 
restore the service in stages and to transmit 
them to the senior management of VIA Rail 
which does not seem to be able to find solutions 
for the fast return of the train to the Gaspé 
Coast. There are 3,427 people on social media 
who ask you to act now. 

We are asking you to publicly declare, with a 
written response to the signatory of this letter by 
August 27, your support for the return of the 
train to the Gaspé and the actions you are taking 
to bring back the service. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Anthony Bernard Prince 
Resident of Port-Daniel-Gascons, 

Director on the Coalition of Gaspesians  
for the future of the train 

240, route Gérard-D.-Lévesque 
Port-Daniel-Gascons, (Québec) 

G0C 2N0 
Co-signed: Judith Bélanger, Barry Brake and 
Bernard Babin, Directors on the Coalition of 
Gaspesians for the future of the train, Louis-
François Garceau, President Le Groupe TRAQ
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