
There is often a queue at the bottom o the ski
ift, which tells a lot about the attendance this
year at Pin Rouge.
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The trails are open after
the first snowstorm of the
season on January 17.
Photo: Tourisme Gaspésie

Gilles Gagné

CHANDLER – A significant
step has been taken towards
the creation of the Snowmo-
bile Development Plan. Gaspé
Peninsula Table of Prefects
has hired a dedicated resource
to work on that plan, which is
one of the priorities identified
by the region with Quebec for
regional development.

Nadia Minassian, the pres-
ident of the Prefect Table says
snowmobiling is a well-estab-
lished sector of the tourism in-
dustry and it adds to the length
of the tourism season. “We
want to continue to ensure that
it is accessible for the region
and to optimize the economic
benefits,” says Ms.  Minass-
ian.

Investing in trails to ensure
safety and access to towns and

villages are the main priorities.
Ms. Minassian points out that
the clubs are already doing a
huge job and the plan will sup-
port their efforts.

The economic spinoffs from
the snowmobiling industry are
estimated at $40 million in the
Gaspé.

The snow that fell as a result
of the January 17 snowstorm
permitted snowmobile clubs to
have 100% accessible trails.

In Gaspé, the Bons Copains
Club had opened 50% of their
trails, but had to stop operations
due to the rain during the holi-
day season. The approximately
35 centimetres that fell during
the January 17 storm resulted in
opening up their entire net-
work, says Club President
Steeve Curadeau.

At the Mont-Carleton
snowmobile club, the presi-

dent, Denis Henry, points out
that the backcountry trails were
opened before the holidays.

The extra ten centimetres of
snow allows snowmobilers to
access the coastline. "To have one more snowfall would be

the icing on the cake," says
Mr. Henry.
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New loading track in New  
Richmond is up and running

NEW RICHMOND – When 
the two new Cascapedia-St- 
Jules railway bridges re-
quired a completion rush, at 
the beginning of December, 
the track crew of the 
Gaspésie Railway Society 
left the construction site of 
the new loading track in 
New Richmond, to concen-
trate its effort on the main-
line, nine miles to the west. 

After the Christmas and 
New Year’s Day break, the 
track gang resumed work on 
January 4 to complete the 
loading track started on No-
vember 17. That track was 
necessitated by the end of 
the agreement that had 
linked Northern Crane Serv-
ices and Fabrication Delta, 
after four years. The two par-
ties could not reach another 

agreement for the next two 
years and a pinch-hit solution 
was found north of the New 
Richmond station. 
 Nine days were needed to 
finish the track laying and the 
landscaping work that now 
allow Northern Crane Serv-
ices’ new subcontractor to 
load the windmill blades fab-
ricated in Gaspé by LM Wind 
Power. 

The use of the 2,300-foot-
long spur started on January 
13 with the loading of a stan-
dard train carrying 48 blades 
on 72 flat cars. The operation 
ended on January 22 and the 
train left a day later. 

The building contract of 
that spur was carried out by 
the Gaspésie Railway Soci-
ety instead of being out-
sourced. The subcontractors 
were Gaétan Couture, 
Soudex and LFG Construc-

tion, all of New Richmond, 
as well as Clôture Kennedy, 
of Gaspé, which installed the 
fences. 

The next windmill blade 
train in New Richmond is 
now scheduled for the begin-
ning of February. 

The closure of the old 
Cascapedia-St. Jules railway 
bridges and the rush to com-
plete the new ones was 
forced by the December 1-2 
floods, and the Grand Cas-
capedia River one was 
major. During the 23-day 
closure of the line at that 
point, a windmill blade train 
was loaded in Nouvelle, on a 
location situated in the east 
part of the village. That loca-
tion was laid out in a handful 
of days, proving once more 
the capacity of the Gaspésie 
Railway Society to adapt to 
emergency situations. 
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