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Have you built, constructed, 
sculpted or designed an  

exceptional winter creation?   
If you’d like to share your  
creation with Spec readers,  

 send your photo to  
specs@globetrotter.net 

or by texting 418-752-0606 
 

Please include the full names  
of those in the photo, along with a 
brief description of the creation, 

including which town 
 it was built in.

         

      

Gilles  Gagné
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Quebec’s Department of Transport to invest  
$314M on the region’s roads, railway and airports

NEW  RICHMOND  –  The  

Quebec  Department  of  Trans-

port  will  invest  a  total  of  

$314  million  in  2021-2022  

and  2022-2023  on  the  Gaspé  

Peninsula  and  Magdalen  Is-

lands  roads,  the  peninsula’s  

railway  and  the  region’s  air-

ports.  The  amount  represents  

a  slight  increase  of  $6.4  mil-

lion  compared  to  the  sum  of  

$307.6  million  announced  in  

February  2020  for  2020-2021  

and  2021-2022.  

Transports  Québec  has  an-

nounced  its  regional  budgets  

for  two-year  periods  since  

2013.  Adjustments  are  made  

yearly  but  those  adjustments  

are  difficult  to  keep  track  of  

at  times.  

      

    

   

     

     

     

    

     

      

      

 

     

    

      

    

    

      

     

    

    

      

    

      

Transport Minister 
François Bonnardel points 

out that $107 million will be 

earmarked for roads and $68 

million for structures, essen-

tially road bridges. The $107 

million is divided in two cat-

egories, $57 million for road 

surface, mostly asphalt lay-

good shape. (…) We have 

constantly increased the 

amounts earmarked for those 

roads,” says Minister Bon-

nardel, referring to the Coali-

 avenir Québec 

government. 

Jonatan Julien, the minis-

ter responsible for the Gaspé 

Since November 2016, the windmill blades of LM Wind Power are trucked between the Gaspé 
plant and New Richmond where they are transferred to rail cars. They are exported to the south 
of the United States. Photo: G. Gagné

Peninsula and Magdalen Is-

lands, points out that 55 kilo-

metres of roads will be paved 

over the next two years, four 

more than during the period 

covered by the previous pro-

gram. 

“Rock protection of High-

way 132 in the Pic de l’au-

rore area in Percé, continuing 

our Highway 132 roadwork 

in Chandler so to avoid pass-

ing in the inhabited area, and 

protecting Road 199 in 

Pointe-aux-Loups, Magdalen 

Islands will stand high on our 

list of roadworks,” says Min-

ister Julien. 

Asked if it is possible to 

accelerate the work on the 

Matapedia to Gaspé railway, 

which is supposed to be fully 

functional in 2025, François 

Bonnardel stresses that his 

government has already cut a 

year off its initial plan in Au-

gust 2019, as in April of the 

same year, the line was sup-

posed to be refurbished over 

its whole length by 2026. 

He leaves little room for 

further deadline improve-

ment. Mr. Bonnardel had in-

dicated in December 2019 at 

the rail transport forum in 

Richmond the products that 

must reach their destination 

by rail. Those products are 

transferred to rail cars in New 

Richmond, all this taking 

place because the line needs 

repairs between Caplan and 

Gaspé.  

LM has been coping with 

that constraint since 2016 and 

McInnis Cement, since 2017.  

Minister Bonnardel insists 

that the line refurbishment 

“will also be a way to bring 

back the passenger train be-

tween Matapedia and 

Gaspé.” 

The service east of Caplan 

was put in a dormant state in 

2015 by the Quebec Minister 

of Transport at the time, 

Robert Poëti, despite the fact 

that the Port Daniel cement 

plant was under construction. 

Most cement plants use 

rail transport to ship out part 

of their production. 

The refurbishment of the 

whole line is benefiting from 

a budget of a little over $300 

million. The first major 

amount, $100 million, was 

announced by Transports 

Québec on May 5, 2017. The 

federal government added 

$45.8 million in August 2019 

and Transports Quebec added 

$135 million in February 

2020, to total $280.8 million. 

Minister Bonnardel says that 

the total now exceeds that but 

he has not provided addi-

tional details so far. 

Drummondville that he 

would like to further advance 

the opening of the line to 

Gaspé. 

“It is an enormous con-

struction mandate. (…) There 

are steps to respect, like calls 

for tenders, environment as-

sessments and construction 

site monitoring. (…) Rehabil-

itating 325 kilometres of 

track within five, six, seven 

years is colossal,” says Mr. 

Bonnardel. 

Gaspé based windmill 

blade manufacturer LM Wind 

Power and Port Daniel’s 

McInnis Cement must put in 

truck trailers bound for New 

tion

ing, and $49 million to make 

the roads safer through sig-

nificant adjustments. The 

total for the roads therefore 

adds up to $175 million. 

The budget allotted for the 

Matapedia to Gaspé railway 

will amount to $137 million. 

A sum of $2.7 million will 

go to the airports of the re-

gion. 

By and large, the amounts 

are comparable to those an-

nounced last year, as the roads 

received $169.3 million and 

the railway, $138.3 million. 

There was no new amount for 

the airports a year ago. 

“Since 2018, we have 

made strong efforts at reduc-

ing the backlog of works on 

our road while maintaining 

the rest of the network in 
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