
NEW RICHMOND – The Pin
Rouge ski centre is off to a
good start this winter, despite
the low snowfalls. The produc-
tion of snow and the fact that
the region’s other ski centres
were closed boosted Pin
Rouge’s clientele.

Éric Dubé, the president of
the Little Cascapedia River Re-
gional Park which owns Pin
Rouge, thinks another factor
played a role in New Rich-
mond’s ski centre’s good start.
“It could have been bad be-
cause the New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia skiers are not
coming this year. We see peo-
ple from other areas, like
Gaspé, but we also see new
local faces, people who had
abandoned skiing and who de-
cided to go back to it, or who
have decided to take up the
sport. The pandemic also ex-
plains why we have never seen
the parking lot so full. The mild
weather has helped people put
their gear on in their car,” says
Mr. Dubé.

“For the same reasons... we
have rarely seen so many peo-
ple at Duthie’s Point cross-

Promising start to season at Pin Rouge
New director general takes the reins

country skiing trails, and the
same reality applies to Parc
Chaleurs’ skating rink. People
need to go out,” he adds.

Former Olympic medalist
Marie-Ève Drolet now

heads Pin Rouge

Meanwhile, the Pin Rouge
board of administrators has re-
cently hired Marie-Ève Drolet

as director general of Pin
Rouge. Her predecessor was
fired at the beginning of Sep-
tember because he and the
board could not agree on the
way to run the Little Cascape-
dia River Regional Park.

Marie-Ève Drolet an-
nounced her retirement from
speed skating on June 22, 2017,
after a lengthy and successful
international career. A native of

There is often a queue at the bottom of the ski
lift, which tells a lot about the attendance this
year at Pin Rouge.
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Laterrière, in Saguenay, she
had been spending her sum-
mers in Maria since 2015 at
the time of her retirement and
settled permanently there four
years ago.

“She is a mother of two
children and her boyfriend,
whom she met in Western
Canada when she was training
there, works in Carleton. He
settled here first. As a native of

Saguenay, she wanted a place
where she would enjoy the out-
doors. She found one. She has
a degree in psychology and as
a former top-notch athlete, she
holds qualities that have great
importance for the Pin Rouge
position. She has shown perse-
verance, commitment, a strong
will and discipline as an ath-
lete. She also has family values
and experience in leadership
and management. It takes a bit
of everything to do what we
need and she has it. There is
also a challenge in public rela-
tions and she is good at that,”
explains Éric Dubé.

As a short track speed
skater, Marie-Ève Drolet won
a silver medal in the relay
event at the 2014 Olympic
Games, and a bronze medal in
the relay event at the 2002
Olympic Games. She also fin-
ished 4th in the 1000 m in
2002. Her international career
lasted close to 20 years. She
also won numerous medals in
other worldwide competitions,
including the World Champi-
onships.

She started her new job on
January 11. She will turn 39 on
February 3.

The trails are open after
the first snowstorm of the
season on January 17.
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A step towards a regional snowmobile plan
CHANDLER – A significant
step has been taken towards
the creation of the Snowmo-
bile Development Plan. Gaspé
Peninsula Table of Prefects
has hired a dedicated resource
to work on that plan, which is
one of the priorities identified
by the region with Quebec for
regional development.

Nadia Minassian, the pres-
ident of the Prefect Table says
snowmobiling is a well-estab-
lished sector of the tourism in-
dustry and it adds to the length
of the tourism season. “We
want to continue to ensure that
it is accessible for the region
and to optimize the economic
benefits,” says Ms.  Minass-
ian.

Investing in trails to ensure
safety and access to towns and

villages are the main priorities.
Ms. Minassian points out that
the clubs are already doing a
huge job and the plan will sup-
port their efforts.

The economic spinoffs from
the snowmobiling industry are
estimated at $40 million in the
Gaspé.

The snow that fell as a result
of the January 17 snowstorm
permitted snowmobile clubs to
have 100% accessible trails.

In Gaspé, the Bons Copains
Club had opened 50% of their
trails, but had to stop operations
due to the rain during the holi-
day season. The approximately
35 centimetres that fell during
the January 17 storm resulted in
opening up their entire net-
work, says Club President
Steeve Curadeau.

At the Mont-Carleton
snowmobile club, the presi-

dent, Denis Henry, points out
that the backcountry trails were
opened before the holidays.

The extra ten centimetres of
snow allows snowmobilers to
access the coastline. "To have

one more snowfall would be
the icing on the cake," says
Mr. Henry.

Le railyard de New Richmond est actuellement un endroit très fréquenté pour les trains de marchandises! C'est actuellement la fin de la ligne pour les trains 
de marchandises. La subdivision Cascapédia au point milliaire 69 est située juste à l'est de la gare de New Richmond. La ligne est déneigée et entretenue l'
hiver jusqu'au croisement de l'ancien chemin (boulevard Perron E) situé au point milliaire 70,18 de la subdivision Cascapédia. 31 janvier 2021.

Le railyard de New Richmond est actuellement un endroit très fréquenté pour les trains de marchandises! C'est actuellement la fin de la ligne pour les trains 
de marchandises. La subdivision Cascapédia au point milliaire 69 est située juste à l'est de la gare de New Richmond. La ligne est déneigée et entretenue l'
hiver jusqu'au croisement de l'ancien chemin (boulevard Perron E) situé au point milliaire 70,18 de la subdivision Cascapédia. 31 janvier 2021.

Le railyard de New Richmond est actuellement un endroit très fréquenté pour les trains de marchandises! C'est actuellement la fin de la ligne pour les trains 
de marchandises. La subdivision Cascapédia au point milliaire 69 est située juste à l'est de la gare de New Richmond. La ligne est déneigée et entretenue l'
hiver jusqu'au croisement de l'ancien chemin (boulevard Perron E) situé au point milliaire 70,18 de la subdivision Cascapédia. 31 janvier 2021.

Le railyard de New Richmond est actuellement un endroit très fréquenté pour les trains de marchandises! C'est actuellement la fin de la ligne pour les trains 
de marchandises. La subdivision Cascapédia au point milliaire 69 est située juste à l'est de la gare de New Richmond. La ligne est déneigée et entretenue l'
hiver jusqu'au croisement de l'ancien chemin (boulevard Perron E) situé au point milliaire 70,18 de la subdivision Cascapédia. 31 janvier 2021.

2020: Rail investment catches
the attention of Marie-Eve Proulx
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - The additional amounts announced in February 2020 for
rail repairs is the major item retained by the minister responsible for
the Gaspé in her yearly report. “It’s a dream I have had for a long
time; $307 million for the rehabilitation of the railroad is a major
step,” says Marie-Eve Proulx with pride.

The minister also highlights $4.9 million in assistance to munici-
palities and $850,000 for tourism in times of the pandemic.

Other hot items are the consultation on the priority projects and
the reform of Investissement Quebec with 12 jobs created in the re-
gion, even if this component was the subject of a clash with the
elected officials of the region due to the transfer to Rimouski. from
the regional office of the Ministry of Economy and Innovation.

The social economic action plan is also part of the report. Before
the holidays began, the regional pole criticized the small amount that
was allocated. The minister wants to continue discussions. “We are
going to rework and reposition things with them to provide a good
orientation. We will continue to support social economy enterprises,"
explains Ms. Proulx.

Promoting the automation of Gaspesian businesses is one of her
important objectives in 2021. Noting that regional businesses are lag-
ging far behind in this regard, Marie-Ève Proulx has this element in
standby as a basis for economic recovery after the pandemic. “I see
a major breakthrough in local buying. Encouraging local buying. Dig-
itization and automation too. The Gaspé is the region where busi-
nesses are the least automated. We should see the Gaspé become
more automated. We will work hard on this. "
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