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S A I N T E - A N N E - D E S -
MONTS - The first debate of 
the electoral campaign in the 
Gaspé Peninsula Magdalen 
Islands riding took place in a 
relatively calm manner with 
only a few heated discus-
sions. 

The absence of outgoing 
Liberal Member of Parliament 
Diane Lebouthillier from this 
debate on September 2 at the 
Maison de la culture in Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts certainly had 
an impact on the other partic-
ipants who had prepared for 
their attacks on her, since she 
must defend Justin Trudeau’s 
governmental management in 
this early election. 

 
Vaccination and climate 

change created controversy 

 
The absence of Diane 

Lebouthillier because the can-

didate of the People's Party of 
Canada, Christian Rioux, is 
not vaccinated steered the de-
bate on health measures and 
the freedom of choice. 

“The vaccine does not pre-
vent transmission. It has been 
verified by the CDC (Centers 
of Disease Control and Pre-
vention). The vaccine does not 
prevent you from having it 

(COVID-19) nor does it pre-
vent it from being transmitted. 
So what's the point of being 
vaccinated?” questions Mr. 
Rioux. 

“I am very sorry for the 
healthcare workers. We are 
here for you,” replied Mr. 
Bernatchez. 

Conservative Jean-Pierre 
Pigeon criticized the Liberal’s 

slowness in reacting at the 
very beginning of the pan-
demic. He  subsequently de-
fended the Conservatives’ 
position on climate change 
when activists rejected a reso-
lution to this effect during the 
last session, Mr. Pigeon stated 
that seven of the ten provin-
cial associations supported the 
principle. 

Christian Rioux denies the 
impact of humans on the phe-
nomenon of climate change. 
"I find it unfortunate that peo-
ple rely on politicians, ac-
tivists and artists rather than 
relying on science," says Mr. 
Rioux. 

"Maybe you are not listen-
ing to the right scientists," the 
Bloc candidate told him. 

 
Other topics  

 
Guy Bernatchez evokes a 

decentralization of jobs to the 
regions among the measures 
of his party's platform. 

Everyone agrees that the 
issue of the gantry crane and 
the Grande-Rivière wintering 
wharf needs to happen. 

The candidates debated for 
an hour and a half. The debate 
also included issues of em-
ployment, labour shortages, 
housing and economic vitality.  

A few spectators came to 
listen to the discussions. 

Three candidates debated for an hour and a half in Sainte-Anne-des-Monts.
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Diane Lebouthillier walks out of debate

S A I N T E - A N N E - D E S -
MONTS - Because the candi-
date of the People's Party of 
Canada was not vaccinated, the 
outgoing Liberal Member of 
Parliament for Gaspésie-Les 
Îles-de-la-Madeleine, Diane 
Lebouthillier, refused to partic-
ipate in a debate organized by 
L'Avantage Gaspésie and 
Gaspésie Nouvelles on Sep-

tember 2 at the Maison de la 
culture in Sainte-Anne-des-
Monts. 

This twist took participants 
and organizers by surprise as 
Christian Rioux confirmed that 
he had not received the vaccine 
against COVID-19. 

“The population has been 
confined to their homes for a 
year and a half. We have 
worked hard to get vaccines 
and we have a person who is 
seated in the front who is not 
vaccinated and who is against 
the vaccine, there is no ques-
tion of that,” exclaimed Ms. 
Lebouthillier in the entrance 
hall of the Maison de la culture, 
a few moments before leaving 
the scene in front of spectators 
who were not aware of what 
was happening. 

Bloc Québécois candidate 
Guy Bernatchez couldn’t be-
lieve this stroke of brilliance on 
Minister Lebouthillier’s part. 
Not wanting to react to the fact, 
he took part in the debate and 
made an assumption regarding 
Ms. Lebouthillier's departure, 
once the debate was over. 

"I think it was already 
planned. It shows a certain fear 
on her part to face me in a de-
bate. Am I okay with Mr. 
Rioux not having his Vaxi-
code? No, because everyone 
has to do their part,” stated Mr. 
Bernatchez. 

“I can understand the depar-
ture of Ms. Lebouthillier. It was 
her choice. For the Conserva-
tive Party, it is freedom of  
choice. Get vaccinated. (...) but 
people manage their own 
health. I would have preferred 
Mr. Rioux to have been vacci-
nated. I can understand, but it 
is his choice," stated Mr. Pi-
geon who was alongside 
Maxime Bernier's candidate on 
the debate stage. 

The People's Party of 
Canada candidate justified 
himself. 

“When she arrived she said 
I had to go or else she wasn't 
participating. I had to be ex-
cluded. I found that unaccept-
able. I respected the rules that 
had been established. I respect 
the rules in force in Quebec,” 
explains Christian Rioux. 

The organizers had checked 
with Public Health: the specta-
tors had to be vaccinated, but 

the participants in the debate 
and the technical platform staff 
were exempt. 

Diane Lebouthillier's seat re-
mained empty during this first 
debate in the Gaspé Peninsula 
and Magdalen Islands.

Gaspésie-Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine candidates

Avignon-La Mitis-Matane-Matapédia candidates
 

Guy Bernatchez Bloc québécois 

Diane Lebouthillier Liberal Party of Canada (outgoing) 

Monique Leduc Free Party Canada

Lisa Phung New Democratic Party

Jean-Pierre Pigeon Conservative Party of Canada

Christian Rioux People’s Party of Canada

Éric Barnabé People’s Party of Canada

Germain Dumas Conservative Party of Canada 

Mélanie Gendron Free Party Canada

Christel Marchand New Democratic Party 

Kristina Michaud  Bloc québécois (outgoing) 

Louis-Éric Savoie Liberal Party of Canada   

Train service becomes an electoral issue

NEW RICHMOND - The 
Coalition of Gaspesians for 
the future of trains calls for 
the intervention of Diane 
Lebouthillier and the Minister 
of Transport of Canada to en-
sure the return of VIA Rail to 
the Gaspé. 

In a letter addressed to the 
outgoing Liberal Deputy Min-
ister on August 20, the Coali-
tion calls for quick 
intervention with the federal 
Minister of Transport, Omar 
Alghabra, with the goal of 
finding short-term solutions 
for the resumption of passen-
ger train service in the Gaspé 
Peninsula. 

The organization notes 
that Quebec has invested $80 

million so far on the Gaspé 
railroad and the railway line is 
safe between Matapedia and 
New Richmond, which would 
allow the train to return to this 
segment. In addition, the 
coalition is calling for a grad-
ual return to the east as the 
work progresses. 

VIA Rail has always indi-
cated that it will come to 
Gaspé once the complete and 
safe rehabilitation of the track 
has been completed. Quebec 
is moving forward to 2025 for 
the end of the work. 

The Coalition is receiving 
support on the issue from the 
Bloc Québécois. While at a 
joint outing, candidates 
Kristina Michaud and Guy 
Bernatchez both criticized 
outgoing Liberal member 
Diane Lebouthillier for her 

very hard to obtain repairs to 
the Cap-des-Rosiers light-
house,” says the curator. 

Christian Rioux wants to 
initiate discussion. 

The People's Party of 
Canada candidate in 
G a s p é s i e - Î l e s - d e - l a -
Madeleine isn’t hesitating to 
go against the grain for the 
September 20 election. 

From the outset, Christian 
Rioux has called the manage-
ment of Justin Trudeau's debt 
a disaster, saying that other 
countries have taken less debt 
in the management of the pan-
demic.  

Maxime Bernier's candi-
date wants to remove inter-
provincial barriers and exploit 
natural resources, which are 
being blocked for ideological 
reasons. 

“The regions are getting 
poorer. We have big problems. 
Governments don't necessar-
ily do the right thing. Maxime 
Bernier spoke openly in 
favour of the development of 
natural resources,” explains 
Mr. Rioux. 

The party wants to balance 
the budget “Once that’s done, 
lower taxes, etc., that doesn’t 
mean that we’re going to cut 
infrastructure programs. But 
there are a lot of programs that 
could be cut,” says the candi-
date, giving as an example the 
generous subsidies to multina-
tionals like Bombardier. 

The candidate is, however, 
realistic about his chances 
"My goal is more to promote 
and stir up ideas, especially 
when the other parties are all 
similar," says Mr. Rioux. 

Nelson Sergerie,  
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lack of boldness in this mat-
ter. 

The lighthouse of  

Cap-des-Rosiers

The Conservative candi-
date for the Gaspé Peninsula 
and Magdalen Islands made 
sure to include lighthouses in 
his party's platform. 

Patrimoine Gaspésie is 
asking the candidates to de-
liver on the Cap-des-Rosiers 
lighthouse. Without commit-
ting specifically, Jean-Pierre 
Pigeon notes that his party is 
committed to providing the 
tools to protect built heritage. 

“I have checked with the 
party and they confirmed that 
lighthouses will be a very im-
portant part of the platform. If 
I am elected, I will work very, 

Page 11, September 8, 2021 - Spec


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8 and 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

