
C A S C A P E D I A - S A I N T
JULES – The combined effort
of Hamel Construction’s em-
ployees and the Gaspésie Rail-
way Society’s staff led to the
opening of the new Cascape-
dia-Saint-Jules bridges, on the
morning of December 24. A
welcomed Christmas surprise.

The first train was a wind-
mill blade train that consisted
of 72 flat cars carrying 48
blades made by Gaspé’s LM
Wind Power plant. That pas-
sage came 22 days after the
December 2 flood that led to
the December 6 closure of the
two old railway bridges, built
between 1891 and 1893.

When the contract was
awarded to Hamel Construc-
tion, at the beginning of 2019,
the delivery of the new bridges
was scheduled for the fall of
2021, but the contractor had
taken such a lead in the erec-
tion of the structure, that open-
ing them far ahead of schedule
was feasible when the old
structures were officially side-
lined on December 6.

Two days later, Transports

Rush to open railway bridges proves successful 
as first freight train passes before Christmas

Gilles Gagné

Québec, which owns the Mat-
apedia to Gaspé line, agreed to
accelerate the construction,
with a new deadline of De-
cember 30 now in the plans. In
fact, a test was carried out at
4:50 p.m. on December 23
when four locomotives of the
Gaspésie Railway Society cir-
culated on the new bridges
while going east to reach the
72 cars that had been loaded
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since the first days of the
month.

The director general of the
Gaspésie Railway Society,
Luc Lévesque, and the presi-
dent, Éric Dubé, underlined
the constant effort of their staff
during the 17-day rush. 

On the afternoon of Sun-
day, December 20, Luc
Lévesque was installing tie-
plates alone, on the east ap-

The Gaspésie Railway Society employees gathered for the passage of the first
freight train that passed on the new Cascapedia-St-Jules bridges, at the end of the
morning on December 24.
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proach of the bridge located at
mile 60.3. “Some of the guys
have been working every day
since December 6 to help the
Hamel workers. That’s 14
days. If I can help them in
some ways, I will do it, and I
like that kind of work,” he ex-
plained to the SPEC.

A few minutes before the
passage of the first train, one
of the Gaspésie Railway Soci-

ety workers told the SPEC that
“at first, we were looking at the
work to do (to open the bridge
before the end of the year) and
we were finding it difficult to
believe that we would be able
to finish before Christmas but
as we were moving ahead, we
told ourselves that it was feasi-
ble.”

Gaspésie Railway Society
president Éric Dubé points out
that the opening of the new
bridges will allow the trans-
porter to concentrate cement
loading operations in New
Richmond, because the cement
cars will be permitted to pass
on the new bridges fully
loaded, no matter the number,
like before. Since the opening
of the Port Daniel cement plant
in 2017, those cars had to be
loaded at two-thirds of their ca-
pacity in New Richmond,
while the other

 

third was added
at another terminal in Nou-
velle. Otherwise, the number of
fully-loaded cars was limited to
ten per week, as ordered by
Transports Québec.

“The other bridge currently
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NOUVELLE – Due to the 23-
day traffic halt east of Nou-
velle, a halt stemming from
the damage sustained by the
Cascapedia-St-Jules old rail-
way bridges, the Gaspésie
Railway Society had to impro-
vise and find a quick solution
to ensure the loading of a sec-
ond windmill blade train in
December, west of the Cas-
capedia River.

A relatively flat area was lo-
cated in Nouvelle, just west of
the terminal where the
Gaspésie Railway Society
completes the loading of ce-
ment cars. After obtaining per-
mission from the Municipality
of Nouvelle and the go-ahead
from the property owner,
gravel was brought to the loca-
tion and compacted to flatten

Windmill blades temporarily loaded in Nouvelle

Gilles Gagné

the area. Heavy equipment in-
cluding two cranes, was also
needed to load windmill

blades.
The blades had already

been trucked to Fabrication

The loading of windmill blades was transferred to Nouvelle for a week. A few more than
half of the 72 cars were loaded as of December 17

P
ho

to
:G

. G
ag

né

Delta in New Richmond,
where they were supposed to
be loaded on flat cars. They

were reloaded on truck trailers
and brought near Leclerc sid-
ing, where cement is handled
in Nouvelle. The loading oper-
ation started slowly on De-
cember 14 with two blades on
the first day.

“It took the new crew a lit-
tle while before getting used to
that specific task and the wind
was blowing on the second
day. But things settled over the
third day and they were load-
ing at a fast pace after that,
more than 10 blades per day.
We almost had to slow them
down,” explains Luc
Lévesque, director general of
the Gaspésie Railway Society.
There was a need for a new
loading crew because New
Richmond’s Fabrication Delta
and GE’s subcontractor for the

WINDMLL BLADES:
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loading

 

operations,

 

Northern

Crane

 

Services,

 

were

 

not

 

able

to

 

reach

 

an

 

agreement

 

for

 

the

next

 

two

 

years.

 

The

 

windmill

blades

 

are

 

made

 

in

 

Gaspé

 

by

LM

 

Wind

 

Power,

 

a

 

Danish

company

 

now

 

controlled

 

by

GE.

 

GE

 

produces

 

windmill

turbines

 

and

 

the

 

builder

 

of

 

the

turbines

 

decides

 

whose

blades

 

will

 

be

 

used.

The

 

windmill

 

blades

 

made

in

 

Gaspé

 

are

 

delivered

 

to

 

the

southern

 

part

 

of

 

the

 

United

States,

 

mainly

 

Texas.

 

They

are

 

essentially

 

installed

 

on

existing

 

windfarms

 

to

 

replace

old

 

blades.

 

That

 

process

 

is

called

 

repowering.

 That

 

supply

 

contract

 

was

signed

 

in

 

the

 

summer

 

of

2016.

 

It

 

is

 

valid

 

for

 

at

 

least

the

 

next

 

two

 

years.

    As of now, the next  wind -
mill blade train will only be
loaded after January 20 and it
should take place in New
Richmond,    where      the
Gaspésie Railway Society is
installing a new railway spur
for that purpose.
     That spur has been under
construction since November
17 but it was interrupted due
to the December 2 flood. The
staff of the transporter then
concentrated its effort at com-
pleting  track  work   in   Cas-
capedia-Saint-Jules. 
     The Town  of  New  Rich-
mond is currently holding a
consultation process to adopt
a zoning derogation that will
allow windmill blade loading
on   an   adjacent   property,
which is necessary, given that
the  Gaspésie  Railway  Soci -
ety’s piece of land is not wide
enough for the storage of all
the blades.
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