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CBC comedian Jonny Harris 

and the Still Standing crew 

will be in New Richmond this 

July to film part of their 8th 

season lineup. New Richmond 

town councillor, Natalie 

Clark, is a big fan of the show 

that shines a compassionate 

light on smalltown Canada, 

marrying humour with docu-

menting the challenges faced 

by citizens of hamlets, vil-

lages, and towns from coast to 

coast. 

Ms Clark told SPEC that 

CBC producers were inter-

ested in how her town has re-

bounded from the closure of 

the linerboard paper mill in 

the summer of 2005. “My goal 

from the very beginning was 

to get them to come to New 

Richmond. I told the producer 

who had contacted the munic-

ipality that ‘Jonny is coming 

to my town!’”  

Ms Clark had been con-

tacted regularly by producers 

throughout the winter, and 

then got a call during March 

break to confirm that New 

Richmond had been chosen 

over three other Gaspesian 

towns. “I understand that 

someone from the show had 

visited the Gaspésie in the 

winter of 2021 and thought the 

region could be the focus of a 

show highlighting rural 

Québec,” she said.  

Ms Clark explained the tri-

cultural nature of the locality 

will be an important aspect of 

the program. “I can’t tell you a 

lot yet, but the episode will 

pertain to the closure of the 

mill, the creation of the 

Chaleur Park residential area, 

how people lived way back 

when, salmon fishing, and 

Mi’gmaq basket-making,” 

She said the visit by the 17-

member production crew will 

be a “great economic boost to 

the region. And this is a great 

way to promote our town.”  

Jonny Harris began work-

ing on Still Standing, de-

scribed on the CBC website as 

a “reality comedy show,” in 

2015. Originally from Pouch 

Cove, Newfoundland, he 

knows a thing or two about 

smalltown Canada. Now in 

production for its eighth sea-

son, the crew has visited about  

80 towns and villages. Every 

program ends with a stand-up 

comedy routine performed by 

Jonny Harris, based on unique 

aspects of the place visited. 

Mr.  Harris is well-known 

to CBC audiences for his por-

trayal of Constable George 

Crabtree in the Murdoch Mys-

teries series. As a comedian he 

has been featured at Just for 

Laughs, and both the Win-

nipeg and Halifax Comedy 

Festivals, and has won no less 

than seven Canadian Screen 

Awards for hosting and writ-

ing the comedy for the Still 

Standing series.  

Series Producer Alex 

Lazarowich told SPEC that 

the series “is a format from 

Denmark that CBC brought 

over. Jonny was not involved 

in the initial development but 

the show has evolved signifi-

cantly from the original be-

cause of Jonny.”  

The seventh season fo-

cussed on life in ten places, 

from Hope, BC, to Oxford, 

NS,  with a stopover in Wake-

field, Quebec. Due to the pan-

demic there were some delays 

in preparing last season, but 

Ms Lazarowich added, “We 

did not lose an entire year, we 

were postponed a few times 

but we were able to complete 

Season 7 of Still Standing due 

to our amazing crew, writers, 

production team and Jonny 

Harris. You can watch Season 

7 now on CBC Gem and CBC 

TV.” 

Due to continuing COVID 

restrictions, the comedy show 

in New Richmond will be able 

to host only a limited audi-

ence, so the date, time and lo-

cation are not being made 

public. Audience participation 

will be by invitation only. 
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Jonny Harris performs a stand-up comedy routine at the 
end of each episode of Still Standing.
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Jonny Harris has been the host of  
Still Standing since 2015.

Sunrises en masse
Gaspesian fishermen are early risers, and as a result are 

rewarded with a beautiful view from their boats.  Captain 

of the Cindy Steeve, Vincent McRae of Hope Town, regu-

larly shares photos of the view from his boat on Facebook, 

for all Gaspesians to enjoy.

Gaspésie Railway Society to bid on second tourist train
Train could be used as a makeshift solution until VIA Rail returns

Gilles Gagné
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According
 

to
 

Mr.
 

Lévesque,
 

the
 

rolling
 

material
 

is
 

interesting
 

and
 

could
 

be
 

used
 

for
 

several
 

purposes
 

by
 

the
 

Gaspésie
 

Railway
 

Society.
 

“There
 

are
 

two
 

Budd
 

(au-

tomotive)
 

cars
 

and
 

two
 

loco-

motives,
 
namely

 
a

 
road

 
switcher

 
and

 
a

 
passenger

 
train

 
locomotive.

 
The

 
two

 
Budd

 
cars

 
are

 
interesting

 
because

 
their

 
operation

 
is

 
affordable.

 
Not

 
everybody

 
wants

 
Budd

 
cars

 
but,

 
in

 
our

 
case,

 
they

 
could

 
be

 
handy.

 
The

 
road

 
switcher

 
has

 
2,000

 
horse-

power
 

and
 

we
 

could
 

use
 

it
 

for
 

our
 

freight
 

operations,”
 

points
 

out
 

Mr.
 

Lévesque.
 

The
 

Orford
 

Express
 

own-

ers
 

have
 

not
 

set
 

a
 

transaction
 

date.
 

They
 

are
 

welcoming
 

of-

fers
 

and
 

also
 

making
 

propos-

als
 

in
 

order
 

to
 

determine
 

a
 

price
 

range.
 

“I
 
understand

 
that

 
the

 
(rolling)

 
material

 
will

 
likely

 
be

 
sold

 
before

 
the

 
winter.

 
It

 
is

 
stored

 
outside

 
on

 
a

 
siding

 
in

 
Sherbrooke.

 
I

 
am

 
assessing

 
the

 
relevance,

 
the

 
cost

 
and

 
our

 
interest

 
in

 
this

 
kind

 
of

 
acqui-

sition,”
 

says
 

Mr.
 

Lévesque.
 

The
 

Gaspésie
 

Railway
 

So-

ciety
 

already
 

owns
 

a
 

tourist
 

train,
 

the
 

Amiral,
 

stranded
 

in
 

Gaspé
 

since
 

the
 

summer
 

of
 

2014.
 

It
 

was
 

mainly
 

used
 

be-

tween
 

Gaspé
 

and
 

Percé
 

for
 

cruise
 

ship
 

passengers,
 

a
 

serv-

ice
 

that
 

started
 

slowly
 

in
 

2013
 

before
 

getting
 

more
 

popular
 

the
 

following
 

year.
 

The
 

2015
 

closure
 

of
 

the
 

line
 

east
 

of
 

Caplan,
 

a
 

move
 

made
 

by
 

Quebec’s
 

Depart-

ment
 

of
 

Transport,
 

had
 

put
 

an
 

end
 

to
 

the
 

Amiral
 

service.
 

NEW RICHMOND – The So-

ciété du chemin de fer de la 

Gaspésie management intends 

to make a bid on the locomo-

tives and automotive cars of 

the Orford Express, a tourist 

train that previously operated 

in the Eastern Townships be-

fore the pandemic. 

The Orford Express equip-

ment has been up for sale for 

several months. The share-

holders of the train announced 

the closure of their operations 

in October 2020. 

Luc Lévesque, director 

general of the Société du 

chemin de fer de la Gaspésie 

(Gaspésie Railway Society), 

is not disclosing the amount 

of money the company is 

ready to pay for the Orford 

Express material but he thinks 

the chances are good of mak-

ing an acquisition. 
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The Orford Express operated for over 14 years in the Eastern Townships. 

Transports Québec had just 

acquired the line because of 

the financial difficulties of the 

Gaspésie Railway Society, a 

municipal entity. 
Without giving too many 

details about the state of the 

Amiral passenger cars, Luc 

Lévesque has doubts about an 

affordable way to put them 

back in service, given the un-

certainty regarding the re-

sumption of traffic west of 

Gaspé. The line is under re-

pair, mainly the bridge, but no 

time schedule has been an-

nounced for the section be-

tween Port Daniel and Gaspé. 

“It will be very costly to put 

them back in service, after 

more than eight years of inac-

tivity. There is also no loco-

motive in Gaspé at the present 

time and bringing one back 

there if the line is not wholly 

repaired is almost not feasible 

in the current context of a 

closed railway,”  he says. 

The locomotive used for 

the Amiral, Unit 1849, was 

moved out of Gaspé five years 

ago, in parts. The locomotive 

was put back together in New 

Richmond but it had to be re-

paired, mechanically and elec-

tronically, at the Canadian 

National shop in Campbell-

ton. Such a move in the other 

direction would be very com-

plicated and costly.  Would the 

locomotive be kept in a single 

piece or in parts? “There is no 

railway shop in Gaspé,” 

points out Luc Lévesque. 

      

    

      

      

     

service would only come back 

once the service is re-estab-

lished between Matapedia and 

Gaspé. 

“We don’t know what VIA 

Rail will do. Will VIA Rail 

come back once the line is re-

opened over its whole length 

or on a section of the line? We 

don’t know. However, Gaspe-

sians need a service now. Our 

Budd cars could surely  be 

used to connect with the Hal-

ifax to Montreal train,” sug-

gests Luc Lévesque. 

He has not initiated 

lengthy talks about the possi-

ble use of Budd cars to allow 

Gaspesians to have access to 

a passenger train service. 

“I have briefly talked to 

Daniel Côté (president of the 

RéGIM, the region’s com-

muter bus service) but I have 

not talked to VIA Rail. Their 

   

    

plan, says Mr. Lévesque, who 

has another option in mind, 

given that the message from 

VIA Rail considering the re-

sumption of the passenger 

train service east of Matape-

dia remains an unknown, de-

pending largely on the mood 

of the public transporter’s 

management. 

Back in 2017, VIA Rail’s 

former president and chief ex-

ecutive officer Yves Des-

jardins-Siciliano said that the 

transporter would be open to 

come back between Matape-

dia and New Carlisle, on the 

condition that the railroad is 

fit, that the speed is sufficient 

to respect the former schedule 

and that a date is set for the re-

turn of the train to Gaspé. His 

replacement, Cynthia Gar-

neau, was saying until re-

cently that the VIA Rail 

Passenger service  

could be brought back 

The two Budd cars of the 

Orford Express could replace 

the Amiral train in Percé once 

the line is reopened east of 

Caplan or even west of Ca-

people are hard to reach. As 

for Transports Québec, they 

are aware of my thoughts and 

they are not closed to the idea. 

We sure want to use that train 

and bring back the passenger 

train. Connecting it with VIA 

Rail’s train is an option,” ex-

plains Mr. Lévesque. 

A passenger service would 

have to receive public funding 

in order to work. “I haven’t 

dug into that much. In my 

mind, VIA Rail would have to 

contribute, or another public 

body. I don’t know if there is a 

precedent in that kind of serv-

ice, if VIA Rail has con-

tributed elsewhere to 

something similar,” says Luc 

Lévesque 

The main operation of the 

Orford Express included a 

dome car. That unit has al-

ready been sold in the United 

States for an undisclosed 

amount. Some rumours men-

tion that the transaction price 

was close to US$800,000. 

The Orford Express oper-

ated for over 14 years in the 

Eastern Townships. Donald 

Thompson, a priest, was the 

main  promoter, along with 

businessman André L’E-

spérance. 

A very popular television 

show aired by Radio-

Canada, “On prend toujours 

un train,” a reference to a 

well-known French song, 

was filmed on that train. The 

show host mainly inter-

viewed people who had ex-

perienced serious difficulties 

in their life, as the train sym-

bolizes confidence.  
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