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Postponement of the deadline for the railway repairs: CAQ forgot about 
the Gaspé Peninsula and must now help the Gaspésie Railway Society 

Nelson Sergerie,
       LJI  Journalist

Gilles Gagné
O

O

P
ho

to
:

 
G

.
 

G
ag

né

The last bridge repaired or replaced east of New Richmond was the Ruisselet Bridge in Caplan. 
The call for tenders was issued on June 12, 2020, and the bridge was completed in May 2021. 
Next to the east, the Ruisseau -Leblanc  Bridge  must also be replaced . It is located  in a much 
more spacious area but no call for tenders has been issued in that case yet. 

CARLETON-SUR-MER/ 
GASPÉ: The Parti Québécois 
candidate in the Bonaventure 
riding, Alexis Deschênes, is 
criticizing the lack of serious-
ness, competence and political 
will on the part of François 
Legault’s Coalition avenir 
Québec (CAQ) government in 
the rehabilitation work of the 
railway between Matapedia 
and Gaspé. 

“When a premier of Quebec 
commits to a deadline, he and 
his government have the re-
sponsibility to take the neces-
sary means to deliver, however,  
despite Mr. Legault’s commit-
ment in August 2019 that rail 
repairs be completed up to 
Gaspé for 2025, we note with 
disappointment and anger that 
the CAQ did not allocate the 
means necessary to honour 
their promise,” says Alexis De-
schenes. 

“The recent announcement 
of the two-year postponement 
of the schedule for the commis-
sioning of the Caplan-Port-
Daniel-Gascons section repre- 
sents an already too long wait 
for Gaspesians. Remember that 
there has been no more passen-
ger service on the network 
since 2013,” adds the Parti 
Québécois candidate. 

After meeting with the pres-
ident of the Société du chemin 
de fer de la Gaspésie, Éric 
Dubé, Mr. Deschênes notes that 
this postponement will affect 
the finances of the company 
under municipal control. 

“The Société de chemin de 
fer had planned to reach Port-
Daniel in 2022, as promised by 
the government. The postpone-
ment of the service in this sec-
tion will deprive the company 
of new revenues. We claim that 
the government should increase 
the Société's subsidy accord-
ingly to ensure that it can main-
tain its operations and 
employees until the work is 
completed,” concludes Alexis 
Deschênes. 

On November 18, 2021, he 
and the Member of the National 
Assembly for the Magdalen Is-
lands, Joël Arseneau, who is 
also the PQ’s parliamentary 
leader and transport critic had 
already expressed their worry 
through denouncing the fact 
that no call for tenders had then 
been launched in more than 16 
months even though the funds 
are available. That period has 
now reached 20 months. 

“In Quebec, being able to 
get around efficiently, and 
being able to count on reliable 
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services, is essential. The re-
gions, their populations, their 
recovery and their economic 
development depend on it. 
However, for four years, citi-
zens of the regions, the Mag-
dalen Islands, the Gaspé 
Peninsula, but also the North 
Shore and Abitibi, among oth-
ers, pay the price for the general 
inaction of the CAQ govern-
ment in terms of public re-
gional transport. This govern- 
ment obviously understands 
neither the stake nor its impor-
tance as a lever for socioeco-

nomic development. By 
postponing indefinitely the re-
turn of the train to an important 
part of the Gaspé Peninsula, the 
government has also just 
demonstrated eloquently that 
mobility in the regions and be-
tween regions is far, very far 
from being a priority. It is the 
same government that has com-
mitted to a sod turning cere-
mony for the Quebec 
City-Lévis tunnel starting this 
year! We at the Parti Québécois 
will not abandon our citizens 
like that,” declared Joel Arse-
neau. 

His colleague from Gaspé, 
Méganne Perry Mélançon, isn’t 
pleased with the aspect of no 
longer having a deadline for rail 
repairs between Port Daniel 
and  Gaspé. 

“It shows that we are not 
even sure of having a train for 
Gaspé. Is there a cost overrun 
and the government does not 
want to add money to the proj-
ect? I am outraged. It is a 
shame to see that the govern-

ment is once again abandoning 
the regions,” said the Member 
of the National Assembly on 
February 4, the day after the an-
nouncement. 

Like candidate Alexis De-
schênes, Ms. Perry Mélançon 
points out that Quebec will 
have to grant assistance to the 
Société du chemin de fer de la 
Gaspésie. The transport of ce-
ment costs the railway trans-
porter $2.5 million annually, 
she said, which represents $5 
million over the next two years. 
“The government will have to 
be there to support it finan-
cially,” says Ms. Perry 
Mélançon. 

In Bonaventure, MNA Syl-
vain Roy said the news was like 
“a cold shower” weakening the 
Société du chemin de fer de la 
Gaspésie. 

“It makes people happy. It 
consolidates road transport. We 
have trucking companies that 
will continue to transship. Bad 
news for the future of economic 
development,” says the MNA 
with irony. 

The two elected officials do 
not hesitate to make a correla-
tion between the billions of dol-
lars involved with the CAQ 
government’s third link be-
tween Quebec and Lévis. That 
project will cost at least ten bil-
lion dollars, according to pre-
liminary studies, and the daily 
clientele would amount to only 
10,000 users. 

“When we talk about labour 
shortages… I can’t believe 
that’s the issue that makes us ar-
rive more on time. The shortage 

will not slow down the CAQ in 
its project to build a $10 billion 
project. That, I guarantee you. 
We have gone low in the prior-
ities of the CAQ,” says Ms. 
Perry Mélançon. 

It took five days for the 
Minister of Transport, François 
Bonnardel, to finally talk about 
the Gaspé railroad situation. 
The new deadlines were an-
nounced on February 3 and Mr. 
Bonnardel broached the subject 
on February 8, pressed by the 
Parti Québécois who asked him 
questions in the National As-
sembly. 

Joël Arseneau, criticizes the 
fact that departmental officials 
announced the news to elected 
officials during a project moni-
toring committee.   

The Member of the Na-
tional Assembly for the Mag-
dalen Islands asked if the 
premier had reneged on his 
promise made in 2019 to 
Gaspesians to deliver a rehabil-
itated rail to Gaspé in 2025, 
while asking for a date for the 

end of the construction project. 
It was an ill-fated blow be-

cause Premier François Legault 
remained seated, leaving the 
floor to his Minister of Trans-
port. 

In a supplementary ques-
tion, the MNA for Gaspé re-
peated the words of her 
parliamentary leader, repeating 
the words of the minister to the 
effect that everything was fine 
in December. 

“What is the word of the 
CAQ and its commitments to 
the regions worth?” asked the 
MNA. “Our word is impor-
tant,” replied Minister Bon-
nardel. 

“On section two (Caplan to 
Port Daniel), we have to re-
place a dozen bridges. It doesn't 
happen by snapping your fin-
gers. Unfortunately, the teams 
have seen particular situations 
that lead us to make a decision 
that is not obvious. Bringing 
passenger transport back to 
Gaspé is important. Now, we 
have to take the time to do 
things the right way,” replied 
the minister. 

The ministry has promised 
that calls for tenders would be 
published by the end of the 
winter, including four in the 
coming weeks. 

The projects target the re-
construction of the structure in 
Caplan-Saint-Siméon and reha-
bilitation work on the Bonaven-
ture, Shigawake and Petite 
Rivière Port-Daniel bridges. 

In total, nine infrastructures 
will be targeted by calls for ten-
ders by the summer on the Ca-
plan to Port-Daniel-Gascons 
section. 
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