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Are 3&4
ready for

winker?

A train in Port-Daniel-Gascons around November 15

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

NEW RICHMOND - If all
goes as planned, the first
freight train could arrive in
Port-Daniel-Gascons in mid-
November. It will be a first
freight or VIA Rail train in 14
years to circulate east of New
Carlisle. That mid-November
date is targeted by the manage-
ment of the Société¢ du Chemin
de Fer de la Gaspésie (SCFQG).

Over the past few weeks, a
lot of work has been underway
to finalize the section between
Caplan and Port-Daniel-Gas-
cons. The company is prepar-
ing to begin transporting
cement quickly, well before
the completion of the St.
Mary’s Cement terminal cur-
rently under construction.

“Since we know that we
will no longer be transshipping
cement in New Richmond, all
our mobile equipment is being
transferred to the railway
right-of-way adjacent to the
cement plant,” explains the
company's president, Eric
Dubé.

This will eliminate the need
to travel 100 kilometres by
truck between Port-Daniel-
Gascons and New Richmond.
A single rail car can carry the

equivalent of two and a half
trucks.

“It will be much more effi-
cient, and we will be able to
transship while waiting for the
cement plant site to be ready
and enter directly into their
yard,” notes Mr. Dubgé.

The savings for the com-
pany will be “significant,” he
adds.

The president has set a ten-
tative schedule for the first
train's arrival.

“The latest updates I had
were that there were still a few
inspection compliance issues
on certain structures, and sig-
nage had been ordered be-
cause there are a lot of private
crossings. The signage needs
to be changed because the reg-
ulations have changed. We are
hoping for mid-November, but
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we are allowing ourselves a
margin until the end of No-
vember to bring down our first
equipment,” explains Eric
Dubé.

“There is no more major
work to be done. We want to
make sure that everything will
be necessary, and I would like
to take this opportunity to ask
people to remain cautious be-
cause it has been years since
people have seen trains pass-
ing by,” said Mr. Dubé.

A terminal in 2026

St. Mary’s Cement wel-
comes the imminent comple-
tion of the railway repairs
between Caplan and Port-
Daniel-Gascons.

"For our part, we have re-
ceived the environmental cer-

tificate of authorization for the
installation and operation of
the loading station for the rail
terminal at the cement plant.
Construction began this year
and will be completed in 2026.
According to current sched-
ules, the loading station should
be operational in the summer
of 2026," wrote spokesperson
Lyse Teasdale in an email.

The estimated construction
cost for the terminal is approx-
imately $12 million.

St. Marys Cement has de-
clined to disclose the exact
share of cement production
that will be transported by rail
in the future.

"St. Mary’s Cement's distri-
bution network uses various
combinations of road, sea, and
rail transport (the latter two
modes of transport have a
lower environmental impact
than road transport). Although
there may be a slight increase
in the volume of cement trans-
ported by rail once the section
is completed, our main objec-
tive is to reduce our use of
trucks between Port-Daniel-
Gascons and New Richmond
and the resulting emissions,"
the spokesperson said.

Four years later

The initial deadline for the
completion of the Port-Daniel-
Gascons section was set for
2022 by Transports Québec,
the owner of the Matapedia to
Gaspé railway.

“Finally, mission accom-
plished, all qualifiers are good.
For us, it's really about maxi-
mizing cement transport from
Port-Daniel-Gascons. It will
be a source of great pride,”
says Mr. Dubé.

On section three between
Port-Daniel-Gascons and
Gaspé, the company wanted to
meet with the Department of
Transportation at the end of
the summer to take stock, but
the municipal elections sus-
pended the meeting window.

"As of now, the elections
are over. We will reschedule a
meeting with the ministry and
meet with the new minister,
who has already served as
minister for the region
[Jonatan Julien] and is quite
familiar with the issue. We will
reiterate our requests and ob-
jectives and ask where the
ministry stands," said Mr.
Dubé¢, who is expected to be
reappointed as  president
shortly.

He hopes to have this meet-
ing with minister Julien before
the holidays.
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