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GILLES GAGNÉ

NEW RICHMOND – Despite 
delays, a change in status, and 
the cancellation of some of its 
contracts, the Gaspé Peninsula 
railway rehabilitation project 
remains a "priority" for the 
Legault government. How-
ever, that government must 
"prioritize" its priorities, as its 
elected officials summarize. 

That is how Transport Min-
ister Geneviève Guilbault, 
Minister responsible for the 
Gaspé Peninsula Maïté 
Blanchette-Vézina and Gaspé 
riding Member of the National 
Assembly (MNA) Stéphane 

Premier Legault has often promised to deliver the Gaspé railway before the 2026 election. He 
did so during a November 16-17 visit to Gaspé and New Carlisle, where he was accompanied 
by Bonaventure MNA Catherine Blouin, Société du chemin de fer de la Gaspésie president Éric 
Dubé, and Gaspé MNA Stéphane Sainte-Croix. 

Sainte-Croix describe the de-
cision-making process that lies 
ahead, according to the an-
swers they provided on April 
23 to Simon Carmichael, a 
journalist for Le Soleil news-
paper covering governmental 
activities in Quebec City. 

Despite the setback trig-
gered by the suspension of 
two contracts portions 
awarded at the beginning of 
2024, the Coalition avenir 
Québec (CAQ) elected offi-
cials assure that the project re-
mains "a priority" for their 
government and that it "con-
tinues to move forward," de-
spite bearing the brunt of the 
"prioritization" of infrastruc-
ture projects. 

"We certainly have to pri-
oritize, as with other projects, 
but it remains an important 
project for our government," 
said Maïté Blanchette-Vézina 
to Le Soleil. 

But will the government be 
able to keep its election prom-
ise to deliver the railway by 
2026? "I'm telling you that we 
will continue working because 
it remains a priority," Minister 
Blanchette-Vézina reiterated, 
emphasizing once again "the 
importance of prioritizing." 

Stéphane Sainte-Croix also 
assured that his government is 
"working very, very hard" to 
complete the railway rehabili-
tation, eagerly awaited by both 
residents and businesses on 
the Gaspé Peninsula. 

He does not consider the 

suspension of some of the al-
ready signed contracts to be a 
step backward. "It's part of the 
exercise (to) review all of our 
contractual provisions, ensure 
our budget targets are met, and 
review our timelines accord-
ingly." 

The Minister of Transport, 
who herself presented a re-
vised version of the $517 mil-
lion action plan for the 
Gaspésie railway on June 27, 
2023, instead relied on the de-
sire to carry out the project "in 
a collaborative mode" to ex-
plain her department's change 
of direction. 

"You know that I often talk 
about new collaborative meth-
ods (...) that allow us to ex-
plore new ways of carrying 
out projects," pointed out min-
ister Guilbault, praising a 

method "that allows us to de-
liver projects more quickly 
and at a lower cost." 

She adds that "we are cur-
rently looking internationally 
(...) at how and what the possi-
bilities are," she explained. 
"We are documenting this 
right now as I speak." 

Geneviève Guilbault, who 
twice in 2023 promised the de-
livery of a functional Matape-
dia-Gaspé by 2026, did not 
respond to questions about the 
impact this new mode of man-
aging the Gaspé Peninsula line 
refurbishment would have on 
the railway's work delivery 
timeline. 

In almost eight years since 
the May 5, 2017 announce-
ment by former Quebec pre-
mier that the whole line would 
be upgraded along the Mata-

pedia to Gaspé stretch, the So-
ciété du chemin de fer de la 
Gaspésie has not been in a po-
sition to use a larger portion of 
the railroad. 

In fact, that freight trans-
porter could count on the Mat-
apedia to Caplan stretch as far 
east as Caplan, until the fall of 
2023, when Transports 
Québec decided to move the 
tracks away from a cliff in 
Black Cape. The tracks were 
removed and will soon be 
moved slightly to the north. A 
bridge located in the west part 
of Caplan is also currently up-
graded, a contract that will not 
be completed before weeks. 

Despite that situation, 
Transports Québec continues 
to report that the line is func-
tional between Matapedia and 
Caplan. 

Geneviève Guilbault assures that the  
Gaspé Peninsula railway remains a priority 

Quebec Transport Minister 
Geneviève Guilbault came 
twice to the Gaspé Peninsula 
in 2023, including here on 
June 27 in Gaspé, and prom-
ised that the line would be re-
opened by 2026, an almost 
impossible feat now, consider-
ing her ministry’s way of man-
aging calls for tenders. 
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