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Budget: The rail line to Gaspé is still not in the plans

® NELSON SERGERIE

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
GASPE — The absence of
funding to complete the rail
line extension to Gaspé has
coloured reactions following
the Quebec government’s
budget tabled on March 18 at
the National Assembly.

Although the project re-
mains listed in the 20262036
Quebec Infrastructure Plan
(PQI), it is still in the planning
stage, with no funding allo-
cated in the document.

“We’re going to pick up
where Pellerin left off. We’re
going to re-document the case
once again, and we’ll eventu-
ally convince them that this is
a much wiser investment than
many others,” comments
Gaspé Mayor Daniel Coté,
who recently expressed frus-
tration at having to convince
the Quebec government for
several years of the need to
complete the rail line to
Gaspé.

The president of the So-
ciété du chemin de fer de la
Gaspésie (SCFQ) is not sur-
prised by the status quo. Eric
Dubé said there had been con-
cern the project might disap-
pear entirely from the
infrastructure plan.

“Last year, it was a big sur-
prise to see the funding disap-
pear. We feared the project
would vanish completely
from the Quebec Infrastruc-
ture Plan. That would have
been a complete rejection by
the Quebec government,” he
says.
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Finance Minister Eric Girard tabled the budget on March 18

at the National Assembly.

Mr. Dubé noted that at
least the project has not been
pushed back further. The or-
ganization will now prepare a
new business plan.

“We’re going to conduct a
market study. That’s pretty
much what the minister
wanted: to have the facts be-
fore investing any funds,”
continues Mr. Dubé, who is
also mayor of New Rich-
mond.

With a new premier ex-
pected to take office soon and
an election scheduled for the
fall, Mr. Dubé¢ fears the region
could lose another year. If
work does not begin in 2027,
the rail line will not reach
Gaspé by 2030.

The October election will
be used to question candidates
on their intentions regarding
completion of the project.

The  Baie-des-Chaleurs
Chamber of Commerce and

Industry also notes the lack of
funds set aside for the reha-
bilitation of the railway line
between Port-Daniel-Gascons
and Gaspé.
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