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Coalition's hearing about VIA 
Rail postponed until March 
Nelson Sergerie 
GASPÉ - The hearing of  the Coalition for the return of  passen-
ger rail service in the Gaspé Peninsula, scheduled for February 11 
in Ottawa, has been postponed.  

The tragic events of  February 10 in Tumbler Ridge, British Co-
lumbia, which claimed eight lives, led Parliament to suspend all 
business on February 11. The question period was cancelled and re-
placed by a moment of  silence. Following this, Members of  Par-
liament (MPs) made statements related to the tragedy. 

According to Bloc Québécois MP Alexis Deschênes, repre-
senting Gaspésie–Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine–Listuguj, VIA Rail's 
next hearing could take place during the week of  March 9. The 
House of  Commons Standing Committee on Transportation will 
hold its next meeting on February 23, but VIA Rail representatives 
were unavailable for that date. 

The coalition wants to know why VIA Rail has not resumed 
service between Matapedia and Port Daniel, now that the track is 
repaired and freight trains are running. The service would restore 
passenger rail connections that have been missing since December 
2011 between New Carlisle and Gaspé, and since September 2013 
between Matapedia and New Carlisle. 
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