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First visit by Regional
Minister Amélie Dionne

® NELSON SERGERIE

CARLETON-SUR-MER - On
her 100th day as Minister of
Tourism and Minister respon-
sible for the Gaspé Peninsula,
Amélie Dionne took advantage
of her visit to Carleton-sur-
Mer on December 18 to meet
with the Gaspé Peninsula Pre-
fects' Table and make an-
nouncements regarding
tourism.

The minister asked the
table to prioritize projects for
2026, as time is running out
before next October's election.

“It will be more effective
and allow us to focus our ener-
gies on priorities. I want to
take concrete action and see re-
sults in the very short term,”
says Amélie Dionne.

Mobility, transportation,
immigration, and housing were
discussed. In terms of trans-
portation, rail was mentioned.

“The tourism industry can-
not develop without trans-
portation. I am very sensitive
to transportation infrastructure.
This was discussed,” she notes.

The minister did not want
to comment on developments
in the file or commit to the rail
network upgrading project's
return in the next budget.

“We are currently analyz-
ing business opportunities. We
need to be able to make a case
for future users. Osisko re-
cently made a statement saying
that it wants to use rail in its
business model. We need to
seize opportunities and put
them on the table,” the minis-
ter continues.

“We know that businesses
and manufacturers want rail.
It's a major lever for develop-
ment. We will provide argu-
ments and documentation on
the potential impacts on cur-
rent and future businesses. We
will make a presentation to the
minister, who will be able to
discuss it with the Minister of
Transportation,” says Mathieu
Lapointe, president of the Pre-
fects’ Table.

“We also need to look at de-
veloping ways of doing things
that will be less costly. If there
is risk sharing with the devel-
oper, it allows for better cost
control,” says the minister, put-
ting forward a hypothesis to
move the issue forward.

For the railway’s section 3
between Port-Daniel-Gascons
and Gaspé, the Quebec gov-
ernment announced $517 mil-
lion in June 2023. Subsequent
calls for tenders exceeded the
planned budget by nearly $200
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million.
Other issues

In addition to rail, the Pre-
fects' Table also submitted a
30% cut in public transit fund-
ing, which impacts RéGIM
services.

Protected areas and the
government's presence in the
region were also discussed.

“In recent years, the current
government made a flagship
promise to create 5,000 jobs in
the regions. With the cuts in
the public service, we have
concerns and want to ensure
that these jobs in the regions
are not cut,” says Mr. La-
pointe.

Unions have argued that
jobs have disappeared in the
region over the past year.

“We've seen it. We're in the
process of compiling data on
how many people have been
cut. But we've definitely seen
it happen. These same jobs that
were transferred from Quebec
City to the regions should not
be cut,” notes the president.

An announcement that isn't
really an announcement

Minister ~ Dionne  an-
nounced repayable loans total-
ing $6.4 million to Groupe
Ridtel for the acquisition of
Hostellerie Baie Bleue in Car-
leton-sur-Mer, now Ridtel Car-
leton-sur-Mer, even though the
transaction was completed in
2024.

This support contributed to
the acquisition of the estab-
lishment and the Gaspésie
Convention Centre by the new
owner, as well as to renova-
tions of more than half of the
109 rooms, rejuvenating the

Centre's image and adding
new services

The financing includes a
$3.4 million loan from In-
vestissement Québec's own
funds. Another $3 million is
being provided under the Min-
istry of Tourism's Program to
Support the Development of
Tourist Attractions, adminis-
tered by Investissement
Québec.

In addition, Québec has an-
nounced the renewal, in col-
laboration with Tourisme
Gaspésie, of significant finan-
cial support for the develop-
ment of the region's economy
and tourism offerings.

The Regional Partnership
and Digital Transformation
Agreement for Tourism for the
years 2025 to 2027 has been
granted $979,000 from the
Ministry of Tourism to
Tourisme Gaspésie. The or-
ganization is adding $800,000
to this envelope, bringing the
total amount available for the
region to $1,779,000.

This financial leverage
aims to renew and stimulate
the regional tourism offering in
line with the priorities of
Tourisme Gaspésie and the
guidelines of the Ministry of
Tourism. Targets include at-
tractions, activities, and facili-
ties; the structuring of the
regional tourism offering; ac-
commodation; festivals and
events; studies; and consulting
services.
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