
NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

Page 7, September 9, 2026 - Spec

GASPÉ – On August 31, Mé-
ganne Perry Mélançon 
launched her third election 
campaign by attacking the in-
cumbent Member of the Na-
tional Assembly’s (MNA’s) 
record with concrete examples 
while outlining the key points 
of her platform. 

“I hope to secure victory 
without a recount,” said the 
Parti Québécois (PQ) candi-
date, who defeated Liberal 
Alexandre Boulay by a narrow 
majority of 41 votes following 
a judicial recount in 2018 and 
lost by 710 votes to Coalition 
avenir Québec (CAQ) candi-
date Stéphane Sainte-Croix in 
2022. 

According to her, the 
provincial campaign will not 
focus solely on the Canada-
U.S. tariff war. She highlighted 
the PQ’s key economic priori-
ties: ending waste in projects 
like Northvolt, reducing regu-
lation and bureaucracy for 
businesses, and diversifying 

export markets. 
To promote her candidacy, 

Méganne Perry Mélançon 
points to her own track record 
during her 2018–2022 term 
and goes further by citing var-
ious projects that have failed in 

Méganne Perry Mélançon goes on the offensive 

Méganne Perry Mélançon 
addressed the approxi-
mately 40 supporters who 
attended the opening of her 
campaign office in Gaspé.

Photo: Nelson Sergerie

the riding of Gaspé since 2022. 
These include the arena 

project, which was not selected 
in a call for proposals for this 
type of infrastructure, the Es-
pace bleue de la Gaspésie in 
Percé, which cost $26 million 
and, according to the candi-
date, lacks a clear purpose; and 
the delay in the rail rehabilita-
tion project under the Quebec 
Infrastructure Plan. 

Without naming him, the 
PQ candidate took aim at her 
CAQ opponent, Stéphane 
Sainte-Croix. 

“The facts speak for them-
selves. There are many things 
that leave us wanting more—
and rightly so—because if 
we’d had a representative who 
actually made the effort, we 
would have seen different re-
sults,” says Ms. Perry 
Mélançon. 

“I don’t want to judge his 
work because, in any case, the 
citizens will judge for them-
selves,” she says, when asked 
to evaluate her main opponent. 

According to her, these ex-
amples are the result of the 

centralization of power. 
“These aren’t isolated 

cases. They demonstrate a 
government that makes deci-
sions from Quebec City, that 
politicizes issues, and that 
doesn’t trust people in the re-
gions. We need to restore 
power and trust to the people 
in the regions toward the gov-
ernment.” 

Among the other issues, 
she intends to debate during 
the campaign are health care 
issues—notably reimburse-
ment for travel expenses—the 
issue of air travel, which will 
involve a public consultation, 
and funding for community or-
ganizations following the end 
of food assistance at Accueil 
Blanche-Goulet. 

While the Coalition for the 
Return of a passenger train to 
the Gaspé Peninsula and VIA 
Rail are seeking concrete com-
mitments to rehabilitate the rail 
line to Gaspé, Méganne Perry 
Mélançon does not want to be 
boxed into a corner. 

“We won’t be giving a 
timeline or specific amounts. 

We have a lot of work to do 
with local partners before mak-
ing any commitments. These 
are goals that the CAQ had and 
failed to meet. We’re really 
upset about that. We’ll start 
working on this from day one 
with partners who want more 
local control. That’s what we 
intend to do,” says Mélançon, 
who does not wish to conflate 
the needs of passenger and 
freight transportation. 

When asked whether she 
might be a potential cabinet 
minister, having been a promi-
nent figure over the past four 
years as a national spokesper-
son for the PQ following her 
four years in the National As-
sembly, she sidestepped the 
question. 

“I’ll leave that up to my 
leader. We’re a long way from 
that point. What I’m asking for 
is the trust of people who know 
I’m thorough. We’ll see if 
we’re in government, and I’ll 
be happy to continue this work 
with a competent team from 
the Parti Québécois,” the can-
didate replies. 

BONAVENTURE – If the 
Parti Québécois (PQ) takes 
power on October 5, incum-
bent Member of the National 
Assembly (MNA) and candi-
date for Matane-Matapédia-
Métis, Pascal Bérubé, says his 
party would implement a new 
revitalization plan for the 
Gaspé region. 

Former premiers Bernard 
Landry and Pauline Marois in-
troduced similar measures 
aimed at supporting the re-
gion’s development. 

Under Bernard Landry, in 
the early 2000s, the regional 
economy diversified with the 
launch of the wind energy sec-
tor and efforts to preserve mu-
nicipalities such as 
Murdochville. 

However, the moderniza-
tion of the former Gaspésia 
paper mill in Chandler was a 
dismal failure. 

The project ran more than 
$200 million over budget, de-
railing its revival. 

The subsequent Lesage Re-
port pointed to political pres-
sure and described the project 
as a failure in terms of the 
management of public funds. 

Under Pauline Marois, be-
tween 2012 and 2014, the 
Quebec government promised 
funding for the restoration of 

the railway, studies to expand 
the Rocher-Percé and Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts airports, a 
tourist train between Percé and 
Gaspé, as well as the creation 
of the Fonds d’aide aux initia-
tives régionales (FAIR) pro-
gram, with $6 million per year. 
The program continued until 
its abolition by the outgoing 
Coalition avenir Québec 
(CAQ) government. 

“I’m going to advocate for 
this because there’s work that 
needs to be finished. The indi-
cators for the Gaspé Peninsula 
are still cause for concern in 
many respects. But the poten-
tial is there. I served as a mem-

 

Former Premier Pauline Marois chaired the Gaspé Peninsula 
Recovery Plan Committee between 2012 and 2014, which was 
implemented by then Member of the National Assembly and Min-
ister Gaétan Lelièvre.
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ber of the National Assembly 
for five years in Haute-
Gaspésie. I know the strength 
of this region, but it requires a 
level of support that cannot be 
the same as elsewhere in Que-
bec,” says Pascal Bérubé. 

He also criticizes CAQ 
Premier Christine Fréchette’s 
decision to eliminate the min-
isters responsible for the re-
gions when she succeeded 
François Legault. 

The PQ candidate does not 
know what form the plan will 
take, but one premise must 
guide the eventual document, 
which could become the sub-
ject of a formal commitment 
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