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GILLES GAGNÉ

The Société du chemin de fer de la Gaspésie 
will build a transshipment centre in Port-Daniel

PORT DANIEL – The Société 
du chemin de fer de la 
Gaspésie will soon build a 
freight transshipment centre 
near the Port-Daniel cement 
plant. The goal is to increase 
service to the plant and also to 
provide a service to shippers 
awaiting the rehabilitation of 
the rail network between Port-
Daniel and Gaspé. 

This rehabilitation is being 
carried out using contracts al-
ready completed or underway, 
but the Quebec Ministry of 
Transport suspended the 
awarding of new repair con-
tracts between Port-Daniel 
and Gaspé a year ago after 
certain tenders were deemed 
too expensive. For the second 
year in a row, the Quebec In-
frastructure Plan, as outlined 
in the March 18 budget, does 
not include new funding for 
that portion of the regional rail 
network. 

Luc Lévesque, director 
general of the Société du 
chemin de fer de la Gaspésie 
(SCFG), the freight carrier be-
tween Matapedia and Port 
Daniel, specifies that a 22-

hectare piece of land has been 
acquired near the cement 
plant, which has been a rail 
customer from that location 
since January. It was during 
that month that the railway 
line between New Richmond 
and Port-Daniel was re-
opened, after several delays 
announced by Transports 
Québec, the railway's owner. 

"The purchase price is 
$300,000. We anticipate that 
once the tracks and access 
road are installed, the invest-
ment could exceed $1 million. 

This will be allocated accord-
ing to the needs of the coming 
months and years," explains 
Mr. Lévesque. 

“For the moment, nothing 
is attached, but it’s our neigh-
bour, Saint Mary’s Cement. 
We already transport cement 
for them. We think there might 
be a need for raw materials ar-
riving at the cement plant. 
We’re in discussions. We had 
to make a move. It’s one of the 
only places where we could 
set up a transshipment centre 
near the cement plant. The 

zoning change was made by 
the previous owner,” he adds. 

Recently, the Minister of 
Transport, Jonatan Julien, in-
dicated that he was waiting for 
a “business plan” from the 
Gaspé Railway Corporation to 
justify the railway’s rehabili-
tation to Gaspé. 

He was sharply criticized 
by regional development con-
sultant Gaétan Lelièvre, who 
reminded him that Quebec's 
Ministry of Transport had 
failed to fulfill its commitment 
to repair the rail network to 
Gaspé by 2025 or 2026, as 
promised by premier François 
Legault starting in 2019 and 
several times since. Mr. 
Lelièvre denounced the fact 
that the minister was trying to 
shift the burden of this com-
mitment onto the people of 
Gaspé. 
 

Getting closer to Gaspé, 
and eventually servicing it 

 
Luc Lévesque is reluctant 

to engage in political debates, 
but he clarified that the Port- 
Daniel transshipment centre 
aims, in particular, to attract 
companies that want to reduce 

their transportation costs 
while awaiting the real solu-
tion: the reopening of the rail-
way between Port-Daniel and 
Gaspé. These companies in-
clude LM Wind Power, a 
manufacturer of wind turbine 
blades. 

"We are in discussions 
with clients. We have received 
requests for information. Re-
garding the transport of the 
blades, the dimensions are 
compatible with rail transport. 
The client will decide on the 
best method. The door is not 
closed, far from it,” says Mr. 
Lévesque. 

The SCFG transported 
blades for five and a half 
years, from December 2016 to 
May 2022, between New 
Richmond and Matapedia, 
where CN took delivery for 
their final destination, Texas 
or neighbouring states. The 
transport of the blades be-
tween the LM plant in Gaspé 
and New Richmond was done 
by truck, at great expense to 
the American wind farm de-
velopers. 

“In 2016, I didn’t know 

The railway line was reopened from New Richmond to Port 
Daniel on January 7 and cement traffic started on January 
19.
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Half  of  the Gaspé 
Peninsula without power 
Nelson Sergerie 
SAINTE-MADELEINE-DE-LA-RIVIÈRE-MADELEINE – A 
violent fire that completely destroyed a home in the Manche-
d’Épée sector of  Sainte-Madeleine-de-la-Rivière-Madeleine on 
March 24 forced authorities to cut power, and the impact was felt 
across the eastern part of  the Gaspé Peninsula. Even TELUS cus-
tomers were affected by the outage, which began shortly before 6 
p.m. 

As a precaution, Hydro-Québec was forced to de-energize sev-
eral substations between Bonaventure and Manche-d’Épée because 
the fire had damaged telecommunications equipment. 

“It’s quite rare for a house fire to spread to power lines and af-
fect the telecommunications lines that supply the substations. This 
isn’t something that happens often,” Hydro-Québec spokesperson 
Émily-Ann Bacon tells CHNC. 

Areas between Bonaventure and Gaspé had their power re-
stored around 8 p.m., while those between Rivière-au-Renard and 
Manche-d’Épée had power restored around 9:40 p.m. 
 

Telus also affected 
 

The fire affected TELUS equipment, and the power outage 
caused by the fire had an intermittent and partial impact on serv-
ices, according to the Canadian telecommunications company. In-
ternet and cellphone services experienced disruptions for some 
customers. 

A fiber-optic cable break required splicing work, which was 
completed on March 25, allowing all services to be restored for af-
fected customers.

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

when she was Minister of 
Transport, and I got the im-
pression that she had been 
brainwashed by her system," 

three months before the blade 
shipment that we would have 
this contract. The fire keeps 
burning. We can’t wait for the 
contract to come in before or-
ganizing. Once the agreement 
is signed, we can finalize the 
arrangements in Port-Daniel 
within two months. If we had 
to buy land and rezone it, it 
would take at least a year. The 
idea is to be ready in a matter 
of weeks, based on a client's 
expressed need, and that in-
cludes transporting blades. In 
New Richmond, we had very 
little space. Now, we have 
plenty," explains Luc 
Lévesque. 

A transshipment centre for 
blades in Port-Daniel is not 
the ultimate goal, however. 

"The objective is to load 
them in Gaspé. That's where 
we can offer the best trans-

portation costs to our clients," 
insists Mr. Lévesque. 
 

Daniel Côté wonders 
how ministers get 
their information 

 
Frustrated by what he sees 

as shifting political narratives 
around a commitment made 
by Premier François Legault 
seven years ago, Gaspé Mayor 
Daniel Côté is questioning 
how Quebec’s transport min-
isters and other cabinet mem-
bers are being informed about 
the Gaspé railway file. 

"I don't understand how 
they can believe that LM is 
supplying offshore wind 
farms with 107-metre blades, 
when that hasn't been the case 
since the end of 2023! I have 
the impression that the system 
(the civil servants) is nega-
tively influencing the politi-
cians. I had a conversation 
with Geneviève Guilbault, 
whom I know relatively well, 

Gaspé Mayor Daniel Côté 
questions how Quebec min-
isters are informed about the 
potential of the Gaspé rail-
way.
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says Mr. Côté. 
"Minister Julien indicated 

that LM is now shipping its 
blades by ship. It's clear 
they're using ships. There's no 
train (in Gaspé)! Are they 
going to store blades until 
2075? Osisko is coming to re-
open the Murdochville mine 
in 2032. Robert Wares (presi-
dent of Osisko) announced in 
the media that he will need the 
rail; 2032 is six years away. 
The work should start imme-
diately, at the current pace, so 
that everything is ready. They 
want a business plan. We're 
going to make one. We're 
going to demonstrate it 
again,” the mayor of Gaspé 
reiterates. 

He notes that the delays are 
increasing the repair costs, al-
ready impacted by the numer-
ous delays that have occurred 
since 2019. 

“Nine of the 15 structures 
located between Port-Daniel 
and Gaspé are currently under 

construction. How can we jus-
tify repairing nine of the 15 
structures on a railway that 
won't be used? Does it cost 
money? Yes, but why so 
much? Because (the Transport 
ministry) is stumbling! The 
longer it takes, the more de-
velopment opportunities we 
lose, the more economic com-
petitiveness we lose, and the 
more it will cost,” concludes 
Daniel Côté. 

When Geneviève Guil-
bault announced that the rail-
road refurbishment bill would 
cost $871.8 million for the 
whole Matapedia-Gaspé 
stretch on June 27, 2023, the 
transport of turbine blades 
was no longer part of the pic-
ture, since at that time, LM 
was only exporting 107-metre 
blades for offshore wind 
farms. 

The railway rehabilitation 
project officially began in 
2017, with an initial budget of 
$100 million. 
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