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Gino Cyr denies rumours 
of  provincial candidacy 
Nelson Sergerie 
GRANDE-RIVIÈRE – The mayor of  Grande-Rivière and 
executive director of  GÎMXPORT says he will not be a can-
didate for the Quebec Liberal Party in the provincial election 
next October, putting an end to recent speculation. 

“I have not been approached, and I want to reassure peo-
ple that I will not be a candidate in the upcoming provincial 
election, regardless of  the party,” Gino Cyr states without 
hesitation. 

He cites two main reasons for his decision. 
“This is a year of  austerity, and the fact that the two rid-

ings are being merged, which makes no sense in terms of  
representation. It’s not the best context to be a candidate. I 
want to reassure people, my constituents—I will not be a 
candidate in the upcoming provincial election,” he insists. 

Mr. Cyr says he enjoys serving as mayor, noting it allows 
him to remain close to residents while maintaining his pro-
fessional network through his role at GÎMXPORT. 

However, he does not completely rule out a future run 
for higher office. 

“If  I ever intend to run, it won’t be in 2026,” says Mr. 
Cyr. 
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Two public meetings planned 
on return of train to Chandler 
and Gaspé
MARIA – After holding a se-
ries of meetings last spring in 
the Bay of Chaleur, the Coali-
tion for the Return of a Passen-
ger Train to the Gaspé 
Peninsula is hitting the road 
again, with Chandler and 
Gaspé set to host the final stops 
on its regional tour this spring. 

“It had been in the works 
since last year. By the time the 
meetings in Bay of Chaleur 
wrapped up, it was early spring 
and it was harder to organize. 
Afterward, we worked hard to 
mobilize support and put pres-
sure on VIA Rail,” recalls the 
coalition’s spokesperson, 
Micheline Saint-Onge. 

The coalition now has two 
representatives in these areas, 
and the Côte-de-Gaspé MRC 
Chamber of Commerce is 
helping with the organization. 

The meetings focus on the 
history of passenger rail serv-
ice in the Gaspé Peninsula, the 
roles of the various stakehold-
ers involved and recent devel-
opments in the file. 

The coalition says the meet-
ings are being held with a 
major goal in mind. 

“I’ll be there to listen to the 
specific needs regarding the re-
turn of the train to the Gaspé 
Peninsula,” says Ms. Saint-
Onge. 

The first meeting was held 
in Chandler on April 19, and 
the second is scheduled for 

May 3 at the Gaspé Intermodal 
Station. 

“Now that VIA Rail has de-
cided to return, we’ll put more 
pressure on the Quebec gov-
ernment. VIA Rail wants the 
train to run all the way to 
Gaspé. We will continue to 
mobilize people across the 
country, if necessary, to make 
it clear that the Gaspé Penin-
sula wants the passenger train 
back to Gaspé,” continues Ms. 
Saint-Onge. 

The coalition would also 
like to see Ottawa cough up fi-
nancial support, provided the 
Quebec government makes the 
request. 

“It is absolutely essential 
that the Quebec government 
ask the federal government to 
collaborate instead of spending 
its time saying it’s too expen-

sive. Right now, about 60% of 
the route has been repaired. 
There’s about 30% left to go to 
reach Gaspé. Money has al-
ready been invested east of 
Port-Daniel-Gascons. We can’t 
leave it like this,” demands the 
spokesperson, who argues that 
the federal government has al-
ready invested elsewhere in 
Canada for railway repairs. 

During its appearance be-
fore the Transport Committee 
in Ottawa on March 11, VIA 
indicated its intention to par-
tially resume service in the 
Gaspé Peninsula—specifically 
to New Carlisle or Port-
Daniel-Gascons—as soon as 
possible. 

TIME AND DATE: Sun-
day, May 3, 2026, at 1 p.m. at 
the Gaspé Intermodal Station, 
8 Rue de la Marina, Gaspé. 

Spokesperson Micheline Saint-Onge.
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