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Gino Cyr denies rumours 
of  provincial candidacy 
Nelson Sergerie 
GRANDE-RIVIÈRE – The mayor of  Grande-Rivière and 
executive director of  GÎMXPORT says he will not be a can-
didate for the Quebec Liberal Party in the provincial election 
next October, putting an end to recent speculation. 

“I have not been approached, and I want to reassure peo-
ple that I will not be a candidate in the upcoming provincial 
election, regardless of  the party,” Gino Cyr states without 
hesitation. 

He cites two main reasons for his decision. 
“This is a year of  austerity, and the fact that the two rid-

ings are being merged, which makes no sense in terms of  
representation. It’s not the best context to be a candidate. I 
want to reassure people, my constituents—I will not be a 
candidate in the upcoming provincial election,” he insists. 

Mr. Cyr says he enjoys serving as mayor, noting it allows 
him to remain close to residents while maintaining his pro-
fessional network through his role at GÎMXPORT. 

However, he does not completely rule out a future run 
for higher office. 

“If  I ever intend to run, it won’t be in 2026,” says Mr. 
Cyr. 

that VIA Rail be able to gauge 
the situation on the ground and 
engage in dialogue,” says 
Alexis Deschênes, the Bloc 
Québécois Member of Parlia-

VIA Rail executives in the Gaspé Peninsula in May

CARLETON-SUR-MER – As 
promised during their appear-
ance before the Federal Stand-
ing Transport Committee in 
March, VIA Rail executives 
will be in the Gaspé Peninsula 
from May 4 to 6 to assess the 
state of the infrastructure. 

“We’re extremely pleased, 
especially since we had a bad 
experience with the former 
president (Mario Péloquin). 
Five meetings and potential 
visits were announced, but they 
never materialized,” notes 
Micheline Saint-Onge, 
spokesperson for the Coalition 
for the Return of a Passenger 
Train Service to the Gaspé 
Peninsula. 

“I’m satisfied and happy 
about this. This is what we 

agreed upon in March when in-
terim CEO  (chief executive 
officer) Mathieu Paquette ap-
peared before the transporta-
tion committee. It’s important 

The intermodal station could one day be used to accommodate 
passenger trains, something it hasn’t seen since its construction 
in 2012, except for the Amiral tourist train in 2013 and 2014.
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ment (MP) for Gaspésie-Les 
Îles-de-la-Madeleine-Listuguj. 

“This is an extremely inter-
esting first meeting, and we’re 
working together to bring the 
train back as quickly as possi-
ble,” notes the coalition’s 
spokesperson. 

Before seeing the first train 
run between Matapedia and 
New Carlisle or Port-Daniel-
Gascons, VIA Rail wants to as-
sess the condition of the 
stations that will be used when 
service resumes and, in partic-
ular, negotiate a right-of-way 
with the government of Que-
bec for track use.  

If one of the scenarios dis-
cussed involves separating the 
Chaleur train from the Océan 
train, with a departure from 
Quebec City, it will also be 
necessary to coordinate with 

Canadian National (CN) to 
allow the train to run between 
Quebec City and Matapedia, 
since that section of track be-
longs to them. 

“We no longer need to con-
vince them to come back. It re-
mains to be seen how we can 
work together to bring the train 
back as quickly as possible. 
The ultimate goal is to return to 
Gaspé, both for them and for 
us,” says Ms. Saint-Onge. 

Regarding the priority 
given to freight trains, the MP 
notes that the issue may require 
further consideration. 

“There could be a debate 
and a legislative change one 
day. We might decide that it’s 
not good public policy. But for 
now, it’s one of the things VIA 
Rail has to negotiate,” Mr. De-
schênes  says. 
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