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English-speaking population
declines significantly in five years
Geneviève Gélinas
GASPÉ :– The Gaspé Peninsula and Magdalen Islands anglophone population decreased by 7.2% between
2011 and 2016, according to
the last census data. The decline is faster for young anglophones between 25 and 35
years old, whose number has
decreased by 22%.
The drop-off would have
been much higher without the
contribution of the Aboriginal
population, which now represent almost one third (30.5%)
of English-speaking Gaspesians.
Spec asked Statistics
Canada to count the regional
population whose first official
language spoken is English,
and among that population,
the number of people with
Aboriginal identity.
In the region, anglophones

went from 9,350 people in
2011 to 8,680 in 2016, a 7.2%
decline. Over the same period,
the number of Aboriginal-anglophones increased from
2,475 to 2,650. Without the
Aboriginal numbers, the anglophone population would
have decreased by 12%.
The Aboriginal contribution is still more significant
among young anglophones.
English-speaking Mi'kmaq
represent 41.8% of the anglophone population aged between 25 and 35 years old.
It’s worth noting that the
population of Listuguj was
probably underestimated in
the 2016 Census. The Statistics Canada data suggest that
there would have been a 19%
decrease of the Listuguj population between 2011 and
2016, which is highly doubtful according to local observers. One can wonder the

impact of that underestimation on the anglophone population.
The English-speaking population is decreasing faster
than the general population,
which decreased by 4% between 2011 and 2016. There
again, the underestimation of
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the Listuguj population hampers that loss.
Between 2006 and 2011,
the number of anglophones
had increased by 1.2%. The
Aboriginal contribution made
the difference between that
slight increasse and a steep
decline of 11%.

First official language spoken: English,
by Aboriginal identity and age group
2006

2011

2016

Total number of anglophones

9,240

9350

8680

Anglos 25-35 years of age

930

1095

850

Anglos with Aboriginal Identity

1515

2475

2650

25-35 years Aboriginal Identity

200

380

355

A fresh start
for the
frozen meals
program

Source: Statistics Canada, custom table

CASA says collaborating with existing
organizations is part of the solution
Geneviève Gélinas
GASPÉ – Kim Harrison, of
the Committee for Anglophone Social Action (CASA),
is not particularly surprised by
the decline “because the population has been decreasing
for a while. We have an aging
population and a low birth
rate,” she points out.
The population of seniors
(55 and over) of the Gaspé is
the second highest among the
Quebec English populations,
Ms. Harrison points out. The
migration of young people,
who leave the Gaspé Coast, is
another reason.
CASA is aware of the
growing importance of the
Aboriginal population, which
is increasing because of its
higher birth rate. “All our programs are open to First Nations community members,
including our youth programs,” Ms. Harrison says.
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Fay Gallon and Kim Harrison from CASA are not surprised by the decline in the English-speaking population.
The job question is crucial
to attract and keep young anglophones. Compared to their
French-speaking counterparts,
Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-

dalen Islands English-speaking youth aged 15-29 in the region are more likely to be
unemployed
(34.4% vs
15.3%), according to figures

compiled for CASA. Their
number one barrier to employment is French language
Cont'd on page 3
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MNA Gaétan Lelièvre is concerned
with the lack of action in the railway file
Gilles Gagné
NEW RICHMOND: – Considering Transport Québec’s
slowness in dealing with the
railroad’s refurbishment, the
Gaspé riding Member of the
National Assembly, Gaétan
Lelièvre, believes that the
Quebec government is treating
Gaspesians like second-class
citizens and lacks interest in
their region’s economy.
Mr. Lelièvre, who is now
sitting as an independent
Member of the National Assembly (MNA), and Parti
Québécois MNA for the riding
of Bonaventure, Sylvain Roy,
are so worried about the government’s lack of action in the
railway file that they both
wrote a common letter to Quebec’s Transport Minister,
André Fortin, on February 16,
in order to express their concern and ask him when concrete moves will be made,
especially regarding the replacement of the CascapediaSt-Jules bridges.
“We haven’t received an
answer. We (he and Minister
Fortin) briefly crossed at the
National Assembly and he told
me that he will consider it a
priority. I have also contacted
Regional Minister Pierre
Moreau. I am asking Premier
Philippe Couillard to intervene. It is now close to ten
months after his $100 million

In his discussions with
Transport Québec’s management, Éric Dubé was told by
the government representatives that if its managers find
the bridge safe, they would
take the full responsibility of
assuming the consequences in
case of accident.
“If they give us those responsibilities, we will take all
of them, including the bridge’s
refurbishment or reconstruction and the money going with
it and we will proceed fast,”
concludes the president of the
Gaspésie Railway Society.
The spokesperson of
McInnis Cement, Maryse
Tremblay, only says for now
that the company “collaborates with the ministry and the
Gaspésie Railway Society to
apply a safe solution that will
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Hauling of windmill blades was the first source of revenue for the Gaspésie Railway Society a
year ago and cement will take second place in May. However, those spinoffs could be much
higher if the blades and cement could be loaded in Gaspé and Port Daniel respectively.
for the railway and hardly anything has moved,” explains
Mr. Lelièvre.
The fact that Philippe
Couillard decided to give the
control of the railway’s upgrading to the Bureau des
grands projets, the body managing Quebec’s main infrastructure initiatives, explains
some of the delays.
“Everything converges to
the Bureau des grands projets’s incapacity to start some
movement. It is hard to believe
that Transport Québec has no

power over that body,” adds
Mr. Lelièvre.
He uses the example of a
railway bridge that collapsed
on January 13 in Brompton,
near Sherbrooke, following a
sudden rise of the SaintFrançois River.
“The government reacted
immediately. Member of the
National Assembly, Karine
Vallières, and cabinet members intervened to say that
there would be support to
solve the problems as soon as
possible in order to protect the

economy. They are moving already. Here, we have problems
with the railway. We have
governmental organizations
that have invested $615 million in the Port Daniel cement
plant and the Transport Ministry doesn’t move to facilitate
the hauling of cement. It looks
as if the left hand doesn’t
know what the right hand is
doing. Only $4 million has
been secured since Philippe
Couillard’s $100 million commitment. There is a lack of political will to solve our
problem,”
believes
Mr.
Lelièvre.
Sylvain Roy emphasizes
that building a second silo in
Nouvelle will considerably increase traffic on Highway 132
between New Richmond and

Nouvelle.
“So instead of repairing the
line and the bridges with
money that has already been
announced, the Quebec government’s inaction will only
lead to additional damage to
Highway 132 and transport inefficiency,” he criticizes.
“LM Wind Power and
McInnis Cement don’t need
hurdles that reduce their competitiveness,” concludes Gaétan Lelièvre.
The Gaspésie Railway Society could almost double its
revenues linked to cement
hauling and almost triple its
revenues related to hauling
windmill blades if that freight
could be loaded in the town
where it is produced. It represents millions of dollars in
transportation revenues annually. The shippers, McInnis
Cement and LM Wind Power,
would also save millions of
dollars in transportation fees if
they could load their output in
Port Daniel and Gaspé, respectively.
In the case of LM Wind
Power, the additional cost of
hauling windmill blades by
truck between Gaspé and New
Richmond amounts to about
$7 million yearly.
The total value of production for LM Wind Power and
McInnis Cement hovers
around $600 million a year. In
the case of LM Wind Power,
the sales are all made in the
United States and McInnis Cement sells essentially outside
Quebec. LM Wind Power employs 480 people while McInnis Cement provides work to
153 people.

Call For Tenders
PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPPLY
SAND, GRAVEL & OTHER MATERIAL

GENERAL COLLECTION ROLL
According to articles 503 and 504 of the Loi sur les Cités et
Villes (L.R.Q ., C. c-19), PUBLIC NOTICE is given that the
general perception roll for the year 2018 is completed and
deposited at my office and that the tax bills will be sent out on
February 28, 2018.
That the tax bills equal or superior to three hundred dollars
(300 $) are payable in four (4) payments falling respectively on
March 30, 2018, on May 29, 2018, on July 28, 2018 and
September 26, 2018.

Ville de Gaspé requests tenders to supply sand, gravel, crush
gravel, rock abrasive, top soil, black ground, asphalte and cold
patch.
The necessary documents are available at the Town Hall's
Public works department during regular office hours situated at
25, rue de l'Hôtel-de-Ville, Gaspé.

That a thirteen percent yearly interest fee (13 %) will be
charged on all the taxes due.

Whichever mode chosen, the tenders, to be valid, must be
received at Ville de Gaspé's Clerk office, in sealed envelops,
before March 22, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. with the following
inscription on the envelop "Soumission – Sable, gravier &
autres" to be publicly opened the same day, at the same
address, beginning at 2:01 p.m.

Any taxpayer who has not received his tax account in ten (10)
days following their issue is asked to notify the treasurer.

Ville de Gaspé does not bind itself to accept the lowest nor any
of the tenders received.

GIVEN at Gaspé,
This 28th day of February 2018

Gaspé, February 28, 2018

Dave Ste-Croix, treasurer
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Isabelle Vézina
Director of legal services and town clerk

